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payre of Saintes Was illuſtrated, 
as alſo the apt conſequence of tWas, 
A 3: ſuch * 


- ſuch chaice Examples after my 
| late Ednton of the Holy Court, 
dre meinta this preſent piece, but 
| moſs particularly, my ardent de- 
fare to ferue your Honqurs by this 
ſo faire ano pportminty. Heer shall 
You [ee pros retirement in the 
mid(t of fablique pomrape , filent 
comemplation in the noyce of 4 
pradique liſe, and & holy emu- 
lation 1n coningall amity , mu- 
tually. to. 088t-y: one another 17 
goodmeſfe, Such. happy ſerifes bes 
£11 With Jealous 7 RLCILIONS, = 
ceed With. tranquility of mind, 
and are eroWned Wrth. newer fa. 


it 


ding cotaforts. Elz:ar appeares 


in this Hiſtory , a Guardian in 
the chamber , a Counſellour in 
the cabinet, a Soldier in the field, 
and an Embaſſadour 1n publique 
employments:; Al Which he man- 
nageth prudently , and as Fishes 
;n the Salt ſea , contratteth not 


| the incident brackishneſſe of the 


| tumultuary Waues of Paſſion He 


' groWes to be a ſaint inſenſibly 
' and then ſeemes to himſelfe the 


p 


: <vnWorthyeſs of al men, When the 


pious hearts, and ready voWes of 


the beſt haue already cannonized 
him Ver ime, In Sibile aurz tenuis. 


Whiſpereth ſoft ſoWnds Within his 


foule which the tongues of men 


articulate 


3 


Mes ,.0r your glorious Aunceſtars 


articulate into Wordes , and the | 
Whole World lowd Ecchoes pro- 
claymeth. The application, and | 
ſe of theſe tWo remarkeable Ii- 
wes, 7 leaue to others Who (though 


| T1 beſilent )mnay in the greateſs part 


of each , read both your noble na- 
mes,not wnaptly charadered, In 
the meane time it shal wel enongh 


become me(modeſily) not toparti- 


culariſe ought, eyther tn-your ſel. 


p 


.. amongſt vouhom in-maſt things 


many Elzzarsmay be deciphered 
but thu iuſtly ( as 1 do) in ſub- 


 fpancetooffer the occaſion thereof, 
 * and With-yoWed Jeale ener. acs 


knowled- 


. * 
_ : 
: 


| knoWledging much obligation, ta 
; | remaine theready, & obſequious 
ſeruant of your commands, 


Th. Hawkins, 


Mebatelbatotetecet Y 
THE LIF E 


AND. SINGVLAR VER- 
TYVES OF SAINT 


ELZEAR, 


A French Gentleman. 


The birth , and noble extraCtion of the 
Count Saint 'E LZ EA R; 


' Cnar. I; 


eHAT which maketh the. 


Iment, is not the nobilitie 
BF of his bloud , nor ſplendor 
Fi —>* of his aunceſtours,but the 
| illuſtrious greatnefſe of his perfe- 


: Gons.He ſeta higher Prigce vponthe | 
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Couiit of Sabran. 9 

innocent milke of vertues , and graces 
(the daughters of heauen) which he by 
long draughts had ſuck'd in, then the 
bloud of his aunceſtours, how noble fo 
euer. Verily thoſe, who are borne .in 
gold and (carlet, ſceme many times to 
be created the obiects of all euils. Yee 
muſt we afftirme, when nobilitie aſſo- 


- Clateth with ſanditie, & that the rayes 


both of the one,and other commixe to- 
gether;the luſtre thereot is redoubled, 
and more ſparkleth inthe eyes of God, | 
Angels, and men : but theſe are Phe» 
nixes , for full fiue hundred yeares the 
World produceth but one,and {(carcely | 
that. This happy conjunRion.in the 
perſon of blefled Elxear, graiiteth him 
many great priuiledges , "both in the 
Annals of the Church,and in Eternity. 
Could my pen be inſpired with the 
ſame ſpirit , which animateth the life 
of this diuine Count , I might hopeits. 


let the world ſee one of the moſt're- : 
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" 10 The life of $.Elzear, 


marqueable lines which for a very long 


---time hath been in the Church of God. 


If I intended heere to draw his pe- 
tigree, & to ſet forth his family might 
make a particular volume. Writing the 
life of a Saint, who made litle account 
of carthly nobilitie, and onely valued 
heauenly,I wil not enlarge , to referre 
his auaceſtours, and all the names,and 
armes of families engrafted in his: I 
will tell you in groſle, that his houſe 
was allyed (as ſaith the Hiſtory) toIm- 
periall, Regall,and Princely houſes of 
Europe. It hath had great Captaines, 
as Mounſteur Stileon his great grand- 
Father , Mounſieur Elzear his grand- 
Father Count of Forcalquier, Anſois, 
& other lands in the Coſity of Venilin, 
in Proucce,the alliance of Sabrans,the 
family of the Lords of Saut, Porcellet, 
 & other great Lords of Provence, and 
Fraunce : But it is not my purpole to 
* ſtay vpon thele wordly greatneſſes. 1 

o His - 
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Count of Sabran, it | 
His father was HH ermengaud of Sas 
bran Count of Arian , iſſued trom a no= 


| ble and auncient family of Prouence 


his Mother was Laudana D* Albes , or 
D* Aubes,daughter of the Lord Roque- 
martin who. deſerueth for her incom- 
parable vertue to be ſurnamed the 
good Counteſſe. Verily fo was he , for 
thorough hEr excellent behaujour, 
her ſweet modeſtie , but aboue all by 
her ſingular pietie she wonne all the 
hearts of the whole world to loue, and 
admire her. Vertue hath this force by 
Its powerful attractiues , that it impe- 
riouſly ſwayeth ouer humane affeiss: 
Itis an Adamant which draweth to it 
the moſt harsh, and obdurate hearts, 
Perhaps this great goodnes was partly 
that which drew on her this bleſſin 
of heauen, to become the Mother of fo 
good a Child, as Elzear. No ſooner 
had she conceiued this diuine Infant, 
but she likewiſe in her ſoule conceiued 
B 2 Wmoſt 


12 The life of S. Elzear 

a moſt ardent delire to chaunge her 
life, and ſeriouſly to addict her ſelfe to 
the ſtudie of perfection. W hoſoeuer re- 
ceiueth into his ſtomack a litle of the 
roote of The flower de Luce,hath ſo ſweet 
| abreath thatghe ſauoureth of the moſt 
| fragrant odours of march-violets, & all 

his words are ſweet and odoriterous. 
This vertuous Counteſſe hauing in her 
chaſt womb conceiued this litle bodie, 
was fo perfumed with the delicious fa- 
uour of all vertues, that her Confeffour 
wondring at this almoſt miraculous 
chaunge,confidently faicd, that ſhould 
this Woman live, {he would be a mir- 
rour of moſt eminent perfection, or els 
haue a child to be one day a great, and 
glorious light in the Church of God. 
Theſe two Prophecies were moſt true, 
and very ſoone accompliſhed. Angell- 
Guardians haue many times inſpired 
the Mothers of Saints with imagina- 
tions, which were the Oracles of their 


lives 
\ 


Count of Sabran: iy .. 
lives, 8&the horoſcopes of Paradiſe. The 
mother of S, Dominique dreamed she 
was delivered of a litledog,who bare 
a burning torch in his mouth. The mo+ 
ther of $. Bernard confidetly thought, 
She was big with a dog , who lowdly 
barked,& tor shame hid her ſelf,when: 
She felt the throwes of child-bearlg. A-- 
nother ſaw in ſleep, that al her bowels 
were caryed into heauen, and there 
chaunged into a bright ſun. The good 
Counteſse had a thouſand cogitatios in 
her ſoule, whilſt ſhe bare this-holy In-, 
fant in her belly; yea she bare him as; 
a Treaſure hidden , and as a precious 
relique , which ſhould one day be the 
bleſſing of the whole houſe. | 

The time of her child-bearing being - 
arrived, she happilly was delivered in 
the yeare 12 84.whilſt Philip the Hardy | 
ſonne of our King holy S.Zews rajg- 
ned,& brought forth a Babe which (to 
ſay truely ) ſeemedan Angel; It was " 

the 


4 ThelifesfS. Elzwar, 
the Caftle:of Robians incare Anſots, 
She played not the foolish mother, 
fondly pleaſing her ; ſelfe with athou- 

 fanddemonſtrations of ioy , ſeing she 
had brought a man-child into the 
world; butdeſiring tooffer hitmto God 
and heauen , and rather to be the mo- 
ther of an Angel thena'mi,she'tooke 
this litle- creature into her armes, and 
with teares in her eyes, & with a voice 
ful of loue , made offer of him-to:God, 
ſaying : Z Lord God otmnipotent', who 
with a powerful voice draweſt al crea- 
tures out of nothing , and giuveſtthem 
their Being -:Tyeild thee a million of 
thanks , that thou haft been pleaſed to 
afford me this child; Thou gaueſt him 
me;Behold I reſtote him thee,yea cor- 
gially,tothee who art the benigne Fa- 
cf e-both of the Mother , and Sonne. 
T-have but one moſt humble prayer to 
nake to thee. Good God denie it not: 


[ beſeech thee receive this litle infant 
-S4 barnee 
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bathed with my teares, into the num- 
ber of thy ſeruants, and beſtow on him 
thy moſt holy benedidtion.But it Alas! 
thou foreleeſt he will proue rebellious 
againſt thy divine Commaundments, 
I humbly beg with all the powers of 
my ſoule , thou cauſe him to die fo 
ſoone as his ſoule is purity ed in the in- 
nocent waters of holy baptiſme ;Ra- 
ther had I behold him without any vi- 
orious palme in his hands , or any 
merit, to die to the world and liue in 
heauen , thento ſee him, guilty of ſpi- 
ritual treaſon, leading a miſerable life 
inthe midſt of the mires of this world, 

ytiue and replenished with a thor - 
and calamities. Al ney vept 
for ioy hearing this good Woman ſo 
to ſpeake from the bottome of her 
heart, and to conſecrate her eldeſt 
 ſonne with ſo much feruour ,-to the 
*Feruigg of God. Our Lord received this 
Holocauſt in the odour of ſweetnes, 
and 


F. 16 The life of S. Elzead; 
} & bleſled the mother, and child,with 
ample benedictions, 

This Babe was ſolemnly baptiſed, 
and on the holy font of baptiſme na- 
med Elzear.Gpod people of that Time 
named him, the Zord, Saint AulFjas, 


} 
of hu tender child-hood, and his foſt 
pradtiſe of vertue, 


ad. CHAP. 


ERCY, and all vertues 


/ L ſeemed tobe the nurſes « 


Faiis.holy Infant; ſcarcely 
\ was he borne. but that he 
ſoone shewed an incredi- 
ble care of the poore. Being in the 
armes of his gouerneſles , it he mett 
any miſcrabfe begger , he caſt gf his 
eies vpon him. with pretty glaunces 


tull 


Count of Sabray, 17 
full of loue and compaſſion , then he 
ſet himſelfe to moage and cry fo bit- 
terly , that to ſtill him they were faine 
to runne haſtily to the Caſtle , and 
bring almes for th@ poore, and behold 
he was inſtantly appealed, To that the 
nurſes haning obſerued this inſtin& 
had their pockets perpetually gfurnis- 
hed with bread and money to giue to 
the poore, or otherwite neuer would 
the child ceaſe to torment them : but 
being now growne bigger all hecould 
lay hands on , he diſtributed to the 
poore, and when he was able to doſo 
much as to bring along with him ſome 
(tlc child , of ſuch as begged for their 
iving , he cauſed them,yo. dine at his 
table, and well entertained them, and 
himſelfe for the pleaſure he tooke the- 
rein, andtoencourage them, fed with 
a good appetite. He was delighted#6 
play with his companiags , but it was 


to cndeuour to winne ſomewhat .-+ 
;=itantly 


18 The life of $. Elzyar, 
inſtantly to giue it the poore. Well 
might he then ſay with 7ob the great 


Eaſterne Prince ; Mercy, and TI bee by 


one Venter , and we are brother and ſiſter 
Twinnes , we were rocked in the ſame CTA 
dle, fed with the ſame milke, nor ener haue 
we lived one without the otner, God the 
Creatour by theſe petty trials of In- 
fantine vertues , many times sheweth, 
| to how higha degree of perfection he 
{ Willraiſe ſome of his greateſt ſeruants, 
| Tos by the beautie of the dawaing we 


iudge of the brightnes of the morning 


and the noonetide ; So by the bud we 
makean eſtimate of the roſe; and fo by 


the firſt draughts of an excellent PainZ 


ter we iudge gf the perfection of his di- 
uine worſg; when he {hal have height- 
ned , and ſhadowed his piece, and 
touched it with the laſt ſtrokes of his 
pencill which turneth art into Nature, 
This louely Infant was all the loue of 
5 rents, and of all the world; He 

; Was 
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Count of Sabran. 19 
was beautiful as an Angel , of colour 
lively , & vermilion ; His cheeke fee- 
4 med aroſe fallen into milke,his{peach 
J ſweet, and graue; his ations-ſerious 
beyond his age; yet joyous , and plea- 
fing ; he was truly obedient to his go- 
uernour , ful of dutie towards his pa- 
rents, addicted to deuotion. He ſayed 
his litle Beades with fo good a grace, 
that he imprinted deuotion in ſach as 
beheld him to do ſo wel in ſo tefder 
youth, This litle youth daily on his 
knees ſayd our Ladies office , andthe 
| office of the dead befids his other lef- 
ſer deuotions , and moiſtned al with 
his innocent teares. William of Sabran 
his Vncle by his Father fide , was Ab- 
bot of Saint Victor in Marſeilles; This 
child was deliuered to him to be 1n- 
4 ſtructed , and diſpoſed to vertue. Can 
Fyou imagine how this litle child in a 
very short time ſo far aduanced to- 
wards perfection , and was preuented 


by 


20 Thelifeof S. Elzar, 
by ſo many fauours from God, that the: 
good father ( who had been apointed. 


his Inſtructour ) was rapt with admira«: 


tion to bchold his deportm&ts ? Aboue 
al, one time that the litle Count asked 
bim in what part of the world were 
Martyrs made? Sonne ( ſaid he) why 
do you aske me this queſtion? Becauſe: 
I should much delire to be caried into. 
that countrey(ſaid he) that I may hope: 


to haue the glorie of Martyrdome:For, 


Alas ! If Teſus-Chriſt powred out al his} 


precious bloud for vs , why should we 


not shed ours for his ſeruice 2? Theſe: 


words ike very deep into the heart of 
thegood religious mi, who drew a hos 
lycofufion out of them & made vle of 
them al his life time , as of a ſpur to: 
prick him gn to religious perfection?., 
pondering in his mind , that this child; 


had diſapproued therule,which ſajeth,s 

the Diſciple should not excel his MaiSter, 

Now imagine with your ſelfe the other} 
perfe-! 


"1- 


1 "F yeares ofage he faſted the Lent, 


Count of Sabran. 21 
erfections he acquired in this ſchoole 
of vertues , {ince he 1o early aymed at 


#the deſire of Martirdome, which is the 
Fhigheſt point of charitie, the Queen 


of Vert he ſeruants belonging 
to the ,a wicked rabble, vtte- 
red a thouſand "impurities to corrupt 
this poore innocent ; all their words 
were nothing but ſcurrilitie, day and 
night theſe wgjcked creatures beſieged 
this impolluted lamb, deſiring to ſteale 
from him the precious treaſure of his 
virginitie, but with, a maſculine and 
heroique courage , he appolſed theſe 
lewd ſeruante, propoſing to himſelfe, 
by Gods grace , rather to die ten thou- 
ſand deaths, then ever to conlent*to 
mortal ſinne. Having ouercome this 
inſolent crew of ſeruants he diſpoſed 
himſelfe to tame his owne flesh, ( that 
familiar deuill of our ſoules ) which 
he brauely reliſted. Being about 


With 


f 


22 The life of S$. Elzear, 
with much rigour,8& what ſocuer coul, | 
be faied to him to diuert him from it 
yet was he inuincible, and inexorablef | 
When he felt ſome rebellion, he paſ 
ſed much farther , for ſecretly he girt 
his delicate bodie with agyagh Cor: 

full of knots, and armed with $sharpe| 
pricks, he wounded this flesh , shed} 
much bloud , and the matter had gonef. 
on further had it not beeg.they read in 
his meager and di{coloured face, that 
there was ſome thing ſucceded not 
well with him 1a this act. 

The holy Crueltie was diſcouered, 
wherewith this tender youth morty- 
fyed his bodie ; A thing which much 
aſtonished the Abbot , & all his Mon- 
kes , who vpon one {ide $harply chid 
him, calling him litle murderer of his 
owne life , but were on the other fide 
wholy confounded , ſeing this litle 
Lord , shewed them their leſſon by 
viing himſelfe in this manner./The * 


holy 


: 


Count of Sabran, 23 
holy Ghoſt takes pleaſure to trace in 
theſe Infitine ſoules the firſt draughts 
# of the great ſanitie , which he with 
time will characterize on their liues, 
and will that from the bud we preſage 
the great þeautie of the roſe,& floyer 
rpef of their ſanctitie. 


ed! ; 
nef. :glrglopinainaleAeARARalnglecte* 
a Of hu Uirginall mariage , and 

ot great Puritie, 

of CHAP, LIK 


RES H B moſt illuſtrious Char. 
| 4 FM the ſecond King of 
M4 Q (4 Hieruſalem , and Sicily 
a4 b- - | : 
AS being at Marceilles, would 


haue Elxear marie, whom 
he called his Nephew. The wilt of 
Kings are oracles, and their deſires 
commands. The child was not aboue 
ren 


L 
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ten yeares old; Yet was he made 1n his 
preſence to affie Delphina, or Dauphina, 
of Puy-Michel , daughter of the Lord 
Puy-Michel in Prouence a young 
maide, chaſt as a doue, and of a ver- 
tue ſ{uteable to Elzears. Thefe-poore 
Innocence ſuffered themlelues to be | 
tyed like two (illy Doues, and trem- | 
bled before thoſe great Princes 3 they | 
gave cach other hand, word, and pro- 
miſe to enter marie , when they were 
of age. The defignes of God and men 
are very different in their aymes. The 
Princes hoped from this mariage to 
behold a flourishing poſteritie of 
Counts of Sabran ; God will cauſe 
from theceto arile a world of vertues, 
lillyes , Roles , and miracles , which 
Shalibe admirable, and inimitable for 
al the world, Fower yeares after the be- 
troathing , they were maried on 8..A- 
gathas day,ina place called Pais Michel, 
The joy of thele two great and power- 


full 
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Count of Sabray. 25 
ful families can notbe recounted. The 
feaſts,Bals,and al the Entertainments, 
In theſe occaſions the moſt exorbitant, 
are the braueſt men. Al js at libertie, 
and you would fay theſe are triumphs 
for the death of modeſtie, which 1s or» 


| dinarily loſt in theſe ſolemnities. Al 
| the world floated in pleaſure , our ma- 


ried Couple only excepted, who reuol- 
ued in their ſoules , Thoughts, Alas ! 
far different from common apprehen- 
ſion. They kept their hearts ſo cloſe 
that it is not to be expreſſed, Yet they 
did {et a good face vpon it, whilſt the ' 
feaſt laſted, and with a faigned mirth 
(at leaſt as wel as they could )diſguized 
the preſſure which tormented their 
hearts. The new maried Couple were 
led along to the caſtle of Anſois toput 
the in houſe together, When al the ce». 
remonies were ended , and al the 
vexing noiſe of thoſe troubleſome 
Freind-Foes was finished , they were 
QC left 


26 Thelifedf S. Elzear, 
left al' alone together in a chamber, 
At which time the Innocent Delphina 
moyſtned her Angelical face* with 
two riuers of aboundant teares , fetch- 
ing oneatfter another adouzen of thick 
{obs from the bottome of her heart, 
 &proſtrated on both her knees before 
her husband spake theſe words( Sir ) 
by the extreame violece of my parents, 
I am here. I have conſented to this ma- 
riage by meere force : A filly Maide 
( God wot )durit not contradict her 
parcts,who hold daggers at the throtes 
of their poore children.I more eſteeme 
death then loue, and a Tomb then the 
nuptial bed.I haue conſecrated my vir- 
ginitie to I ESVs-CHRIST, I will 
either die, or keep my promiſe. Ma- 
riage is for men, Virginitie for An- 
-gels: I am reſ{olued to be one of them 
With the hazard of a thouſand deaths. 
Take heed you attempt not on that, 
which is vowed to Ged; Rather con- 
ſecra- 
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ſecrate your ſelfe thereunto, Ah ! hap- 
py mariage, if we might be both ma- 
ried, and Virgins together !'This figh 
opened her heart, and the heart wide- 
opened; powred forth ſo many teares 
by the cies , that it tooke away. her 
ſpeach. 

Elxear much amazed at this vnexpe- 
Red ipeach, and feeling his heart traſ- 
fixed with thele diſcourſes . watered 
with ſo many teares , was enforced to 
mingle his teares with thoſe of his 
chaſt Spouſe. God gaue him (o ſtrong 
touches that he yielded to him, and, 
his deareſt Delphina , well-pleaſed to 
preſerue chaſtitie ; For to faie truly it 
was the tendreſt of his deſires. The 
holy Maide ſeing her ſelfe victorious, 
ſpent the whole night in great confo- 
lations, powting outa deluge of tea- 
res at plcaſure, a thouſand prayers bro- 
ken with a million of fighes and ({weet 
extaſies , recommending the ſacred 


C2 Lilly 
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Lilly of their Virginity to good I Esvs, 
.The enſuing nights ( ſo ſoone as they 
withdrew )she paſſed in a thouſand 
diſcourſes of heauen with her deare 
Elxear, tranſporting, his mind from 
Earth to heauen, and diverting him 
| from any other thought. Do you not 
| Imagine, when you behold this young 
| maried Couple that you ce S, Cecily, 
' and her ſpouſe Tiburtius; S. Alexis and 
| hisdeare wife holy Pulcheria with the 
Emperour, her Lord and huſband, or 
| two doues, or Diamonds or rather 
\ two Seraphins on the Earth and two 
' Innocens inthe midſt of a furnace, not 
| being burnt at al? When theſe wicked 
Courtiers tempted this young Court, 
| deſirous todebauſh him, for ful Apo- 
logy he ſaied; You well know I haue 
one of the moſt beautiful wines at this 
day in the world, with whom I am 


moſt abonndant]y fſatisfyed; what ſhal 


| 1 then do with thele polit hed pieces 
| with 
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with which you ſo impertinently vex 
me? Conſtancie ſurmounteththe inſo- 
lencie of theſe euill Court-ſpirits, 
which with ſo many outragious impor- 
tunities though toruine the inuiolable 
treaſure of his chaſtitie. The Salaman- 
der long reſiſteth the fire ; but in the 
end her Ice is heated , is drop by drop 
difſolued, and ſhe her ſelfe is turned 
into flames. Elzear a true Salamander, 
and a true Phenix congealeth among 
theſe Coales of the Court, and his 
heart is a Diamond totally inuincible, 
never to be mollifyed, 
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| Ofthe great lights from heauen _ and 


the holy aſſaults Cod gaueto his ſoule. 
CHAP. II. 


mz V ELL mayyouthinke, 
d when God was pleaſed to 
put this young Lord into 
{o hazardous an eſtate, as 
a royal Salamander into 
| the midſt of burning flames it was fit 
| he likewiſe fortifie his heart with ar- 
' mes from heauen of a ſpecial temper, 
| anda laſting proofe. The fifteenth ye- 
\ areofhis age on the Eue of the .Aſium- 
pen of our Lady being at Matins over 
| «night; He felt a great defire in himſelf 
that he might accompany his deare & 


holy 
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holy Mifſtreſſe , who mounted vp to 
heauen, at leaſt in ſpirit , shooting his 
heart, and feruours of loue aboue the 
vaults of heauen. He for this intention 
confeſſed, and communicated with 
much affection,and at dinner fitting at 
the Table with his Vancle the Abbot {0- 
dainly felt his heart afſayled with fo 
ardent a violence of the Loue of God, 
that his breaſt ſcemed wholy enflamed 
with a great fire. This flame flew pre- 
ſently into his face, he became al fiery, 
and as red as ſcarlet. His heart andiap- 
petite fainted, and needs muſt they ha- 
ſtily lay him on his bed, thinking ita 
fit of a very sharp feauer, Verily fo 
was it, but. it was a feauer of the loue 
of God, and adiuineacceſle of the holy 
Ghoſt which came into this bleſſed 
ſoule. The curtaines were drawne that 
taking reſt,theſe feruours might be 
quenched. In this ſacred filence he vn- 

folded al the playtes of his ſoule , and 


ope- 
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opening his whole heart, felt at Para» 


dile to iteale into his boſome. O God | 


whata holy tempeſt of ſobs ! what a 


happy ſtorme of {ighes vpon ſighes , & | 
of waues vpon waves floating & rush- | 


ing one vpon another, and drenching 
his bleſſed ſoule witha thouſand , and 
a thouſand, yea many thouſand fauours 
from heauen | O what lights, illumi- 
nated his ſpirit , what ſweet extaſies, 
wherewith he ſeemed to die, and his 
heart to shiuer in pieces. He couered 
this comfort vnder the vayle of Sj- 
| Tence, and concealed it as much ag 
| he could, but that we know ſomething 
{ of it by his confeſſifions. He ſaw (faith 
| he)that al the earth was alitle thing, & 
! that the whole globe was but as an A- 
| tome compared to the immelitie of al- 
| mighty God. That our liucs and Ages 
| were but flying moments of Immortal- 
! litie. He was ashamed to bchold the 
| abienes of things , of which men 
made 


x0 SR I, 


OATS 7 ES AAA. 


Count of Sabran, 33 
made ſo much, account, as to damne 
themſelues to enioy them. What are 
metals but earth enuenomed,inſulphu- 
red, and accurlſed? 

What are Empires but clods of earth, 
which me,like Auts diuide into King- 
dome? What are honours but ſmoke, 
pleaſures but ordures , feaſts but 
ſlaughters , but murder , and meere 
lay-ttals , & our ſtomacks but burying 
places for beaſts 2? Men, diuels., and 
wild monſters; our houſes, but church- 
yards, at leaſt hoſpitals, and true ſpit- 
tle houſes ? He clearely knew the ba- 
ſenes of Earthly greatnes,the ordinary 
precipices in the world, and eſpecially 
in the Courts of Princes where Vice 
walketh in triumph, dragging Vertues 
in chaynes like ſlaues ; He ſaw gulphs, 
wherin he had a thouſand times been 
in daunger to drench the honour of his 
chaſtitie, That the leaſt act done for 
God , was more precious then al the 
world, 
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world. Finally hedrewtwo maine con- 
ſequences from al theſe verities ; The 
one, that were he to be made monarch 
of two worlds, he would not daine ſo 
toaduice one ſtep forward towards it, 


The other, that he had rather die, then + 


_ the flower of his virginitie should be 
polluted,or quayled inany kind, Theſe 
{weetneſles are paſſed ouer,needs muſt 
he returne among Companie , but af- 
ter this viſitation of God , men ſauou- 
red ſo it with him, and life was fo dil- 
pleaſing tohim , that he a thouſand ti- 
mes was vpon the point to forſake al, 
and looſe himſelf in the holy horrors 
of amorous ſolitude. He breathed no- 
thing but hideous rocks, thickets of 
forreſts , and pleaſing hermitages; 
where heauen on euery fide ſmileth, 
theaire is more pure then in Citties 
poiſoned with a thouſand vacleaneses; 
flence , Faſts, long contemplations, 
were his dcareſt delights and moſt 

1 | precious 
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I precious deſires. But he in the meane 

! time felt a ſtrong inſpiration, and he 
7 ſeemed to heare a voice from heauen, 
* which faied ; Zlzear my ſonne I am 
' wel pl-aſed to ſee thee in this ſweet 
| deſpaire, to be able toliue fincerily in 

| the world's impietie But courage 
{one, take Courage: 1 know thy firength, 
and what thou canſt doe : Confide in me, for 

T wil do al where in thou art anable 3 and 
will ſupply al thy deſets. This voice in- 

# finitely comforted him and immedia- 
! tely he put on a reſolution during life 
! topreſerue Virginitie, though maried 
| very young and rich. This Viſion fo 
mortifyed al his afte&tions, and deep 
buriedal defire of worldly things, that 
neuer after loued this moſt vertuous 
Child any thing but God and his ſer- 
uice, Life and death were matters fo 
indifferent to him, that had he been 
put to his choice , he would neuer haue 
Propendedto the one or other, wholy 

| reftering 
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referring himſelfe to God, But contrs 


rywiſe, the fire of al manner of Cons} 
cupiſcence was ſo throughly quench-# 
ed, and the guift of chaſtitie ſo dee-} 
ply characterized in his heart, that he! 
teld no rebellion in his bodie. This} 


which I tel you is very admirable, 
without precedent , and without te- 
meritie neither can, nor ought to be 
imitated by anie. 


_- He andhis wife lay in one ſelf ſame 


chamber, yea commonly in the ſame 
bed : but he hath confeſſed,the more he 
approached to this chaſt Doue, the 


more he felt him-ſelf diſpoſed to Vir- 


ginitie. He had no other fire, then this 
dinine Love, al the reſt was ſnow, Ice, 
and puritie. Be not amazed at this paſ- 
ſage of confidence, for IEsvs CHR1ST 
often appeared on their pillow , inſpi- 
ring them with thoughts of heauen, 
and preſeruing them from any other 
cogitations, It is ſayd the diamond 


being 
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being placed between the Loadſtone 


Ne? 


© hath this power , butI am aſſured Ieſas 


Z Chriſt hath it , and that really , which is 


Le 


1$ 


and Iron, neuer approach one to ano- 
ther, but looſe their attraction. 
I doe not belieue euery Diamond 


the cauſe we muſt feare nothing , we 
being ſo well garded, and throughly 
aſſiſted. From thence it came that Del- 
phina neuer called him either husband 
or ſpouſe, but her Angel-guardian, the 
Father of her ſoule and vertues , the 
protecour of her V irginitie, and her 
Corps du garde : ſo likewiſe to ſay 
truly , he had an incomparable care of 
it. For if in the night time any illuſion 
wereſo daring astoaſlaile him in ſleep 
his heart neuer drozy , but perpetually 
in ſentinel, reſiſted theſe imaginati6s, 
but with ſuch zeale, that he awake- 
ning ſtarted at it, & drewe them away. 
So much, did he abhorr, not onely the 
fire , but the leaſt ſmoke of Luſt , the 
mortal 
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mortal enemie of his chaltitie. It is 
faicd the {kin ofa lamb,cannot brooke 
the nejghbourhood eyther of they 
Wolte, or his hide , and rather will al 
In pieces , then ally with it. He was! 
faine to abide with Robert Duke of Cala 
bria, andwith the other Princes fonnesþ 
of Chavdes King of Sicily, who were at 
Aix, | 
Good God what a Martyrdome it wasf 
to him to liue-1n the Court; For com- 
monly the aire there is ſo noylome, 
that poore vertue vanisheth, nor can| 
at al endure it. He heard a thouſand 
diſcourſes which killed him; Tongues 
the moſt ſlaunderous are very often 
the moſt acceptable at Court; There, 
vice is vertue, and vertue , vice. A 
man muſt be wicked, or at leaſt pre- 
tend it , to be accounted a gallant, 
otherwiſe he is held a {ot,a ſilly fellow, 
ora meere Monke. To for{weare me- 
nace, (coffe, blalpheme, murmur, play 
the 
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the Whore maiſter, inſult, are the ſea- 
uen guifts of the Court ſpirit , much 
more gracious then the ſeauen guitts 
of the holy Ghoſt. Repreſent vnto your 
ſelfe the Torments of this poore lanib 
amongſt theſe rauenous Wolues,theſe 
Lyons, and Tygers. Al his refuge was 
to the night , for enioying the benefit 


| of (ilence, he ſpent it in diuine con- 


templations, in teares, and disburde- 
ning his heart by a hundred and a hun- 
dred fighes which he breathed towards 


| heauen. He deceiued al the world , r1- 


ſing at midnight , & retiring by ſtealth 
into ſome corner a part, where hecuer 
found God, and the gates of heauen, 
OPE. O God, what amorous colloquies! 
What languiſhing complaints , - to 
behold himſelfe condemned to live in 
the Purgatorie of Court, and amongſt 
theſe diuel-courtiers, who vtter nought 
but ordure. On a time being about mid- 
night ynder a window quietly to be- 
hold 
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* hold the heauens , he was taken 1n 4 
eat extalie : He knew the Abiſle of 
Gods mercies, that he were a hundred 
fold damned , if the helpful hand of 
Gods infinite goodnes had not preſer- | 
ued him from it, that there is not any | 
ſinne whereinto Man is not precipita- 
ted, if God take not pittie of him; That 
Man is ſo poore a thing, that he, and 
nothing are al one ; That this wret- 
ched lite is nought but a miry bog of 
Calamities , and the ſub-vrbes of Hell; 
He ſaw , that his finnes which to him- 
{elf ſeemed ſo litle, were in the eyes of 
God lo great that his whole recourſe 
was toa proſtrate humilitie before his 
divine Maieſtie,and a total relignation 
to his moſt gracious providence. In 
the meane time two fountaines of tea- 
res diſtilled from his eyes, ere he was 
aware; ſo much he was tranſported, 
God comforted his poore feruant , and 
gaue him leaue to heare this voice 
from 
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from heauen. Elzear, Elxzzar,torment 
not thy ſelfe ſo.much vpon the con= 
fideration of thy finnes , norplundge 
thy ſelfe in this gulph. My bountie 
(deare Sone) is infinitely mach grea- 


| ter then thy finnes;{ ſweare vnito thee 


I never wil ſuffer thee tofal out of my 
fauour. It was wel for hitn that he af 
the ſame inſtant was tranſpotted, and 
out of himſelfe, or otherwiſe he had 
run the hazard to die with content- 
ment,hearing this promile of ſo inef- 
fable conſolation , and the wiſh of 
Saints,to wit, to be aſſured neuer- to 
looſe Gods grace. Yet wholy becom- 
ming extatique, he began to ctie out, 
O what aboiidance!O goodnes!/Good- 
ncs of my God. Alas! How litle art 
thou knowne. Ay me, would to God 
I might with the hazard of my life ſo 
preuaile that al men might know as 
clearely , and loue as ardently this 
incxhauſtible Ocean of mercie, and 


D this 
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this furnace of . boundles charitie; 
Heauen, and Earth ! but who am 1 
that God ſhould vouchſafe to thinke 
on me, and caſt his diuine eyes, on a 
wretched worme of putrid Earth ? 


Amongſt theſe eiaculations behold | 
him againe in an extaſie, and obferue | 


what he ſaw. 

A goodly meadow couered ouecr 
witha verdure infinitely,and delight- 
fully freſh; diverſifyed with a thou- 
hd millions of moſt odoriterous 
flowers, enterlaced with a chriſtalline 
ſtreame which crept al along this de- 
licious leuel. 

In the midſt ſtood a Church very 
{ſpacious and beautiful, the meaneſt 
thing therein was the marble, the lu- 
ſtre of gold, an the draughts of Aſure, 
and vermillion; In the midſt was the 
high Aultar al glittering with gold & 
precious ſtones. There was a very ve- 
nerable man, Papally veſted in Ponti- 
ficalibug 
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ficalibus ready to ſay Maſſe, waited on 
by a Clergy al clothed in tiſſued ſatin, 
and veitments extraordinary ſump- 
tuous, an infinite number of people 
were preſent at this folemne Maſle , a 
Quire of mulick, or rather Choriſters 


; of Heauen, & of the holy Chappel of 


Paradiſe were ranked round about the 
pulpit, and the Eagle. Inſtantly they 
thundred out the Introit of the Maſle 
with a harmonie able to kil , or rather 
indced to raiſe the dead. The words 
were theſe Nos autem gloriari oportet itt 
Cruce Domini noftri IgSVv-CHR1sST1, 
&c. (For the Maſle of the Invention 
of the Crofle was ſaied ;) & they pro- 
ceeded through out the Maſſe with 
ſuch a tone , to wit , al one as in- 
Paradiſe, with vnſpeakeable ſweet- 
nes. He beheld the people tranſpor- 
ted with deuotion , and it ſeemed 


{| to him he ſaw in the hearts of this 
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companie al the dolorous and bloudy 
miſteryes of the moſt bitter paſſion 
of Teſus Chrif to be renewed, and to 
the life repreſented. In the meane 
time his two eyes guſhed out teares 
like two ſtreames, powring forth a 
deluge of vnſpeakeable delights; The 
he felt al the myſteries of the amo- 
rous paſſion of Teſus Christ to be en- 
grauen in the moſt ſenſible part of 
his heart; a thing ſo wel imprinted in 
his ſoule, that he neuer forgat this fa- 
your whilſt he lived. Al his pleaſure 
was to ſpeake of the paſſion, and to 
ſuffer ſomething , to imitate his Mai- 
{ter.He became an vn\ haken rock,not 
moued at al either for ſcoffs of the 
. Court, for calumnies, or any thing 
which happened how {harpe ſoeuer 
it were, and to any other, but himſelf 
inſupportable. He loued both his ene- 
mies, and the enuious, and al his des 
light was to. thinke with himſelfe 
that 


at 
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that in the end our Sautour would 
exalt his ſighes and do him the ho- 
nourto mediate the Palme of Martyr- 
dome for him, that he might render 
him bodie for bodie, bloud for bloud, 
and life for life, This viſion continued 
til breake of day ; in ſuch fort that 
their Highneſles Phifitian going to 
bid the young Princes good morrow 
as he walked along, ſaw Elzear, at the 
window ; He went and ſaluted him; 
Eltear ſpake not a word; The other 
replieth; He was ſtil filent. He pulled 
him by the lap of his night-gowne: 
yet ſaied he nothing. The Phifician 
amazed , cried out 10 lowd, that he 
came to himſelf. At which time the 
young Lord fetching three deep ſighes 
from the bottome of his heart, 4h 
ſweet TESVS (ſaid he) and where am 1 ? 
The Phiſitian ſeing him al-bedewed 
With teares, aſſiſted him, and led him 


into his chamber. It is very likely be 
coniu- 
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coniured himto ſay nothing , & freins 
dly to keep this ſecret concealed.”But 
( good God) what tales were made 
ot itat Court , and what torment muſt Þ 
this poore Count ſuffer , who was a 
much better Courtier of heauen, then | 
earth, In the end al was knowne by 
the Confeſſor ; for he opened vnto 
himAal the corners of his heart , and 
fearing to þe deceiued told him both 
the good and Euil which paſſed in his 
ſoule, that he might be inſtructed , & 
not ſtand expoſed to illuſions , wel 
knowing the euil ſpirit is often trans- 
formedintoan Angel, and very often 
deceiueth thoſe who confide inthems 
{elues, 


It 
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' times he ſpent whole nights in collo- 


' rayes of his viſage: but he made not ſo 
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dedhim many lights from heauen, 8& 
enkindled in his breaſt a thouſand & 
thouſand flames of true charity:many 


quyes with God; ſometimes he was 
found al bathed in teares, ſometime 
his face radiant like the ſun, and diſ- 
{ipating the darknes of night with the 


much account of theſe fauours of vi- 
ſions 
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ſions, and high contemplations, as of 
the praiſe of moſt folid vertues He 


therefore laied. 
i. That wben a heart hath once ta{. 


_ tedthe ineffable bountie of God, and 


the greatnes of etetnal life, it was im- 
poſſible to loue any thing, but God. 

2. That it is not to be imagined, how 
muech- God defireth to do vs good, 
when he findeth hearts wel dilpoled, 
and which wil-be loyal to him : Bus 
(out alas.) ſome, litle or nothing re- 
oard God; Others (verily) receiue his 
fauours,but Thicues as they are, They 
ſteale 2lorie from God, and become 
very inſolent and proud. 

3. It is prodigious , that men ſhould 
beliene what they believe and liuc as 
they line; a beliefe wholy diuine, and 
4 life meerely brutiſh. Thinke you, 
-mortals belieue and Eternitie either 
of good or enil,ftnce for one momen- 

cary p! leaſure they forſake God , and 
deuote 
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deuote themſelues to the diuel by 
their exorbitant lives? The tongue of 
an Angel, Hand of a Harpy,Hart of a 
Dragon, what a hideous moniter is it? 
| 4.Good God;slaicd he,what an inex- 
* cuſeable wrong do we to the goodnes 
* of our Sauiour, who ſo much ſeeketh 
to dovs good, & findethalmoſt none, 
that wilentertaine it. Heaskes but two 
things of vs, to wit, puritie of heart, 
and an humble ſoule. h 

5. The more ſolid knowledge a man 
hath of God.the lefle can he diſcourſe 
of his immortal greatnes. There is 
neither word can teach it,nor creature 
vnder heauen,to which it may be com» 
pared ,al creatures are of ſo flight a 
yalue, that one is ashamed of their 
wretchednes, when God is throughly 
looked on. Alas! S.Panl coming | 8 
heauen had very great reaſon when he 
ſayd there was neither tongue , hart, 
nor ſoule able to tel what he had ſeen; 
They 
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They who talke moſt of God,are ſuch 
as commonly leaſt loue him. Al their 
Vertues vapoureth out in babble,and 

is exhaled in the ſmoke of Words. | 
- 6.The true booke of perfection, is | 
not ſublime contemplations of the * 
greatnes of God,of his Omnipotecie, ] 
of his ineffable maieſtie; that , more | 
properly is the Obie of the bleſſed, 
and is matter of amuſement many ti- 
mes for idleſpirits, But the true book 
of perfeion,is the ſuffering of Teſus 
Chrift, the pouertie of his Crib, the 
penurie of his life , the profound hu- 
militie, of his heart, the deſire to ſaue 
al the world , his bowels repleniſhed 
with charitie , his Obedience , his 
Death on the Croſfle , his inuincible 
patience, his bloud powred forth to 
the laſt drop,his precious bodie giuen 
for food , and expoſed to a thouſand 
outrages, and a thouſand indignities, 
Can one belicue this, and thinke ſe- 
riouſly 
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riouſly of it, 8 after it offend ſo good 
| a God, yea offend him.mortally. Ah 
| God graunt I die (ſaid he withteares ) 

# dieathouſand deaths, yeadeaths moſt 
rigorous,rather then at any time com- 
mit one ſole mortal ſinne , againſt fo 
good a God ? p 

7. Nothing ſo much grieues my 
heart, as to ſee the litle accofit wicked 
men make of the feruours of the loue 
of IESvs-CHRIST: Out Alas muſt 
wedaily pierce a new his innocent 
heart , and open againe his bleeding 
wounds , and euery day nayle him to 
the Croſſe by our exorbitant , & truly 
infernal liues ? 

8. Agreat and moſt aſſured meanes 
of ſaluation is to be a good ſeruant of 
the holy Mother of God , she hathan 
incredible power, and wil, to ſuccour 
vs, to the vtmoſt of her abilitie. That 
men are vtterly abandoned both of 
{enſe and reaſon , who hauing the 
power 
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power {0 eaftl5y—abandoned-bath-of- 
yy; ry: wares ny 


eaſily to gaine Paradiſe, fo 
litle diſpoſe themſelues to do it. 

9, Humilitiez chaftitie; obedience, 
and charitie are the foyer cardinal 
vertues of ſpyritual life, 

10. A true note to diſcerne ſoules, 
whichaduice towards vertue, is when 
one no longer takes pleaſure in the 
world, and that al therein taſteth il; 
for inthe ſame proportion as heauen 
is ſweet, the Earth becomes bitter, 
and troubleſome to vs. 

II. When of neceſſitie we muſt be 
among libertines,and euil companie, 
make prouiſion of Antidotes , and 
counterpoylſons; Caſt into your heart: 
ſome good thought, which you shall 
reuolue in your ſoule , whilſt others 
play the fooles , make prouifion of 
ſome praiers lively , short, and cor- 
dial, and dart them often towards 
heauen 
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heauen. Suger the viands of feaſts 
with a litle gal of the paſhon of Iefus 
Chriſt; 1f you muſt daunce put a litle 
orauel into your ſhooes, and ſome 
{mal pibles; that, wil help you in one 
and the ſame inſtant to fatisfie both 
Godand the World. It you mult be 
often in the companie of Women, 
arme your ſelfe with the corſelet of a 
good haire-shirt , at the leaſt of ſome 
rough girdle, which wil countergard 
your heart , and rebate the point of 
darts, which would otherwiſe transfix 
your ſoule. 

Now this Toung man ſpake, what he 
practiſed , and when during the day- 
time he had not meanes to do his du- 
tie, al the night he attended to God, 
and himſelfe , and might truly fay; 
night was the day of his deareſt delights. 


God 
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G od reuealeth the greatnes of the 


holy Count's vertues, 


CHAP. VI. 


? HE more Saints feeketo 
4 conceale their pertectios 

WISWP vnder a cloude of true 

& Wh humilitie,the more God 
VS" is pleaſed to make theſe 
bright ſuns breake forth, & to expoſe 
them tothe admiration of the world. 
Garſenda Dalphant was one of his nur- 
{es & gouerneſſes;a moſt noble Lady, 
andvery chaſt , who had likewiſe in 
her husbands life , made a voy of cha- 
ſtitie with him. She was moſt emi- 
nent in vertue , & had often receiued - 
the fauour from heauen to foretel 
things to come , and to haue many 
notable 
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notable illuminations : As ſhe bred 
this young Count from his cradle , ſo 
( to ſay truely ) she tendred him as 
her owne heart , or the apple of her 
eye. Which was the cauſe she oftenti- 
mes, praied hartily to God for him. 
Once among the reſt vnfolding her 


/ 


heart before God , and with ſcalding. 


teares praying for her deare Elzear, 
She hearda $hril Y0ice.henpbadlin 
are9r aur, which ſpake 
in this manner”, ( Daughter ) be not 


afflicted for this young man , whom 
thou with ſo much affeftion recom- 
mendeſt to me, I loue him better 
then thou doſt , TT appointed 
my owne Motherfo be his Miſtreſle. 
Can hebe ina better hand, or may I 
{hew more care of his ſaluation, then. 
I have done? The poore Woman was 
afraid, þut it was a holy feare, hearing 
a p ſo to ſpeake: A while after 
recolleing her ſelfe,and taking cou- 


rage 
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rage, sheſaied; ( Sweet Leſws ) If thiy 
voice which I hearebe an illuhon,fuf- 
fer not they poore ſeruants. to be {9 
deceiued. Alas) too well I know the 
frailtie of my ſexe; nor dol at al cons 
\fade therein ! Bur I beg of thee , yea 
with al the affetions of my foule, if 
it come from thee , thou ( Lord ) wile 
vouchſafe to redouble thy fauours, & 
leftac: voderſtand thy boly ik 
next day , ther: | 
heard theſe exprefſe words 
ter) what I faied yeſterday ,-confi- 
dently hold yndoubted , and as com- 
ming from me: Effects chal ratifie my 
promile. The Yaggeuous Woman tru 
ſed not al this, wel enough knowing' 
the craft of the wicked {pirit, who 
oftentimes transformes himfelte into 
an Angel. She went and ſought out 
Elxcars Confeſſor,and ſincerely rela- 
ted the matter to him; He ( gSedunte } 
mildly vrged his penitent , and ſpea4 


king 
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king with him of many things, in the 
end made him confeſle, that he had a 
filial and cordial confidence in the 
holy, Mother of God, that the poore 
offerigs he could maketo God he did 
it by the virginal hands of this Lady 
of his heart; That the reaſon why he 
had almoſt nodiftractios inhis praiers 
was, that before he began them he ac= 
cuſtomed affectionately to addreſle 
hinglglfe- > the-Queene of Angels, 
humbly beſeeching her to put into his 
heart , that , which might be nioſt ac- 
ceptableboth to her deare ſorine; and 
her , and for this purpole fſaied one 
ue Maria to her: I wil not denie 
( faied he ) Deare Father ) but that fo 
ſoone as it is ſayd in that manner, [ 
ſenſibly feele my heart(as it were)rai- 
ſed to heauen 1 (ce infinite matter of 
meditations and have my ſpirit ſo 
ſtrongly tiedto it , and ſo much come 
forted,, that I do not thinke there is 
E ynder 
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vnder heauen any pleaſure compara« 
bleto it. 1 make account that being 
moſt vnworthy to preſent ought to 
thegreat God of heauen and Earth, I 
cannot do; better ( Wretch that I am) 
then to put that litle I do into the 
hands pt the moſt worthy Mother of 
God. I find my elte ſo wel in fo 
_ doing, that it is wholy impoſhble to 
chaunge this courſe, & to make other 
addreſles. So ſoone as I knock atghis 
gate of heauen, it ſeemes to meal Pa- 
radife opencth,and on euery fide ſmi- 
les on me in honour of this Princeſſe 
of Seraphins , who deigneth to hum- 
ble her ſelfe ſo low as to reflect a fa-. 
uourable eye towards me. They who 
nearely obſerued the actions of this 
holy Count, ſaw , he with extraordi- 
nary care prepared for al the Vigils 
of our Lady ; yea he kept them with 
great deuotion ; and himſelte percei- 
ued that the Saturday nights dedica-: 
ted 
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ted to the holy Mother of God ;on 

the nights betweene the Vigils, and 

the feaits , and on the daies of her fe- 

{tiuals, hereceiued extraordinary f4- 

uours , very great lights, and V ifits 

ful of happynes , and ſuperceleſtial 

comfort. 

The firſt, and ſtrongeſt viſion which 
totally chaunged his toule; and which 
killed the world in his heart, happe- 
ned ynto him on the very day ofthe 
Aſiumption of our Lady : when he talk- 
ed of her it wel appeared it was his 
heart diſcourſed , his eies deliuered 
the reſt, & his mouth was that, which 
{pake leaſt. If you would pleaſe him, 
you mult talke of the Virgin Mary, 
teach him ſome manner of deuotion, 
and ſhew him the way how to yeild 
her ſome great , and acceptable ſer- 
uice: Behold his (heifeambition, and 
moſt precious delights. One day that” 
Garſenda recomended this her Nurfe-/ 
E 2 child 
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child'to'God, in the chappel of Ss, C4- 
tharine in the caſtle of .4nſo0; she had 
anadmirable viſion : She ſaw an arme 


iſſuing forth of a bright and tranſpa- 


rent cloude, and a hand holding a pre- |. 


cious ſtone in it, which, caſt torth a 
|. lively luſtre , and moſt reſplendent 
raies, in ſuch ſort that the chappel 
ſeemed al on fire ; a holy feare made 
her heart to tremble beholding fo 
ſtraung a noueltie. Amongſt thoſe 
 amazements she had recourle to God, 
fearing to be abuſed by ſome vaine 
illafion; Behold a voice breakes out 
of the cloude , ſpeaking alowd and 
Elearely. This Diamond fo ſparkling 
Isthe Virginitie of Elzear, for whom 
thou now praieſt: He shal be one of 
the goodly lights of the world : But 
looke better on this ſtone, that thou 
' mnaiſt know how bezutiful, Elzear is 
| beforethe eies of God : ſpeaking this 
the hand turned the ſtone ; Shewing 

it 
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it on al ſides , at which time ſuch 
aboundance of raies and lights came 
out of it,that the poore Woman bein 

aſtonished, was forced to hold both 


' herhands on her cies , vnable to en- 


dure the violence of theſe exceſſive 
flames, and this eminent beautie , ſo 
that lowdly crying out. O God (quoth 
- She) what ſplendour, what beautie; 
Ay me, what admirable beautie. In 
the ſame inſtant-God manifeſted the 
perfe@ion of the holy Coiit to others 
of great ſanfitie; ( Mablina x noble 
Lady ,anda Widow of much puritie, 
and a true Turtle ( who had extraof» 
dinary , and ſolid fauours from God;” 
Mablina, I ſay , one day ſaw a large: 
feild al couered ouer with Ccetneſſs, 
and ſprinkled with a hundred thou- 
ſand flowers; There appearedayoung 
man beautiful as a Seraphin , shinin 
likea fun clothed with cloth of gol 
| and iluer; He bare a rich tandard de-/ 
painted | 
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| painted with golden flames , and ſo 
| radiant, that the ayre round about, 
| wastherewith al on fire. He walked 
along witha flow pace; and a-Port ful 
of maieſtiez after tollowed an infinite 
number of perſons of al ages, ſex and 
| qualitie. . There you -might fee by 
towre,)and fowre litle innocents to 
march along attired al-in white , at- 
| tended by heauenly Dainſels ., beau- 
| titul as Archangels'; clothed in white 
| fatinembrodered with lively flowers: 
| Then:Widowes moft chaſt and mio- 
| deft, alofthem wittpalmes in band? 
| Laſtly men and women , Potentates, 
and Monarcks,Popes,and Cardinals;a 
million of people , one much fairer 
thenanother , and verilya man would 
haue thought Paradiſe had been deſce- 
| dedon Earth. He: which euer beheld 
aWoman amazed, might looke vpon 
the chaſt Mablina; who tranſported 
with ynſpealcable toye could not-be 

fatisfyed_ 
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began to quake , athouſand thoughts, 
a thouſand appreheſids paſſed through 
her mind : A ſmal'matter tarmiſheth 
a chryſtal, and quite breakes it, alitle 
thing diſſolueth ſnow , which is refle- 
ed on by the rayes of the ſun, and fo 
eaſily withereth the roſe innocently 
blooming on the buſh that I muſt co- 
feſſe I can not be angry with Garſen- 
da, ſeing ſhe had fo iuſt a feare; ſhe 
obſerues, and lookes through the key 
hole to eſpy whither this youg couple, 
were yet,ſolate,and fo contrary to 
their cuſtome in bed.:O great fauour 
from heauen: O vnſpeakeabkle ioy for 
poore Garſenda;zſhe beheld them both 
1m their virginal bed faſt a-{leep, and 
being intheir firſt and fowndeſt ſleep 
they ſeemed two Cherubins placed 
vponan Arche,which ſupported atrue 
Angel of heauen : verily ſhe ſaw & 
bright Angel who {miling,and behol- 
ding the witha gratious ey , held both 

* his 
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his hands ouer their heads,ſhewing te; 
haue a-great care to defend them, andf © 
. Not to ſuffer one ſole thought to ariſe 
in their ſoules, ynworthy of their V ir- 
ginity. This viſion vnlocked her heart, 
and wide opened it ! Ah fayth ſhe, 
cannot feare any longer, euil may be 
fal them whom I ſo wel loue, fince 
heauen hath had ſo particular a care of 
them. and that their Angel-guardiangf | 
preſerue them with ſuch, and ſo great 
charity , as to hold the hand of their] 
protection ouer their heads. But it ig { 
fit I tell you the cauſe why they roſe} 
folate,the trueth is they ſpent the reſt} 
of the night in holy prayers, & tender; 
_ Colloquyes with God, bemoaning the, 
' time loſt in theſe feaſtes, and idlefif 
dauncings,which vadoubtely were ta fy 
them a meere Martyrdome and a kind/f, 
of Purgatory, 


an. © [) 
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le] The Conernment of hu Family , and 


" the nevy Decalogue he faue 
hu houshold Seruants, 


CHAP. VII. 


dy HE vertue of Elxear 
9» hath hithertobeen in 
" minority, now when 
2 he is twentie yeares 
> of age, we mult take 

KW him out of pupillage. 
His pareEts could not 
Wine without him, and he aſpired tono' 
other greatnes, but to ſee himlfelfe 
Sfreed from a thouſand domeſtical,and 
aYvery troubleſome captiuities , where- 
Jvnto he ſaw vertue enthralled: parents 
Aby redoubled curioſities very often 
Achoke the yertue of their children, & 


likg 
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like , Apes by ouer-much dandlingfi 
them, ſtrangle them. This young Lord 
ſo much importuned his parents th 
inthe end they permitted him to vþ 
ſit the houſes of his wite, there to pre 
parea new forme of houſe keeping in 
his owne manner. He made choice of 
Puits-Michel,to reſide in,aud being 
good Sone of a family,became a braue 
father of a family. The ſage-ſots of th 
world belieue vertue is meer Hypocr 
{y,8&that deuout ſoules,are altogetht 
lazy,& nothing aptfor employment: 
They thinke they know [nothing 
but to ſay their beades, and to mak 
a lowd noile with Kyrie Eleyſens,ſſ. 
and petty ſuffrages , and that othet | 
wile there is not any thing ſo doltiſh}. 
_ orſilly as theſe exteriourly pious,whoſ- 
beare two Maſſes a day,& ſuffer them 
ſelues to be gulled,like meere Buffiesf 
But he is very foolith, who entertai 


nes this beleife; For it 1s m— 
told] - 
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ogfſolid Vertue.is of itſelfe alone able to 
rd:1do buſines , and to diſpatch it wel.. It 
haty alone taught Moyſes to be Lieutenant, 
val General of the armies of God the 
re] Creatour; Toſue, to be a Camp-Mailter; 
inf Dauid to be a braue Captaine,the Ma- 
off chabees to be inuincible ſoldiers ; It 
taught Abraham, Iſaac, and Taceob, to 
be good houſkeepers, and excellent 
fie Fathers of familyes; For Iacob out of 
nothing, and by his owne induſtrie 
made his houſe very rich. You inſtant« 
tx ly ſhal behold Elzear, order his new 
© tamily ſo happily,that it {hal be a pat- 
 terne for others. Firſt he framed a new 
Decalogue, which he delivered to his 

4 bouſhold ſcruants , commaunding it 

bl ſhould be abſerced, and that inviola- 

2] bly. Sce what it is, 

Hf 1- Al my people ſhal daily heaſs 
1 Maſſe, & neuer faile , what bulines ſo: 
euer they haue. If God be wel {erued 
in my houle,I can not feare any thing 
dj} vil be wanting, 2 Ler 
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2. Let none be ſo hardie , as to darff | 
in my houſe, either to ſweare or blaſ- 
pheme the holy name of Gotl, or his 
bleſſed Mother ; nor to for fwcare, or' 
p1ue himſelf to the diuel; For the leaſt 
may happen to this miſerable man, is 
that I wil moſt ſeuerely chaſtice himy 
and then ſhametully turne him away; 
Can I hope that God wil powre his 
heauenly benedictions on my boule,if 
It be filled with ſuch icummy people) 
who at eucrie word vow themlelues to 
al the diuels, or who take God by the! 
feet and head. making our hayre ſtand 
on end with horrour.. Likewiſe can I 
endure thoſe ſtinking mouths , which- 
inceſſantly belch forth a thouſand im=l 
purities, and words ſo fowle not pol-! 
ſibly to be tolerated. The rudde rabble\ 
of Lackeys infe&eth houſes , and poi-» 
ſoneth the ſoules of ſuch as have ONEe# 
dram of-yertue in them. 
= Yet muſt 1 let you ee the ſweet ri- 
| goug” 
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gour of this good Count), & acquaint 
you with the petty luſtice he excerci- 


zed ypon thoſe domeſtique offendersz 
For to go by degrees, for the firſt time 
that any of his people were acculed to 
him, & that he cofefled he had ſworne 
ſodainly or blaſphemied againſt the 
name of God through impatience, he 
impriſoned him in fome cleſe chatn- _ 
ber of his Caſtle , and there made him 

faſt, ſowndly giuing him nought but 
cold water, & hard bread bat the party 
muſt take heede he dallyed not with 
his patience, for if heſaw him, too ofs _ 
ten to returne to it he tuthed him 


avay , and baniſhed ſuch baſetabble 
{from his houſe as vaworthy there of; 
'| One'would fay he had no anger; but 
4Jotalambe. or a doue: where the ho- : 
4 nor of God was touched.Elzear made 
4n0 difference of perſons , and needs 
4muſt one reſolue , neuer to erre obſtj» ., ©; 
Ynately, or breake with him, 


mo F $3 That 
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- &- That al eſteeme wel of horiour 4 
chaſtitie and that none imagine l- 
xear,,can ſuffer , the leaſt impuritie of 
the:World in his caſtle ; 3 who ſoecuer 
hebethat ſtymbleth in this down-hil, 
he may wel caſt vp his reckonings ne- 
ver tobe inmy bookes againe. \ hat! 
That God condemne me for breeding 
vp Viillaines in my houſe , and that Y 

fathogs, or men who live like beaſts; 
It sathing never to be hoped for- of 

me, Nay let me ratherdie. 

4+ Fhat cucrie wecke at leaſt bot 
Who) women cofeſled their finnes 
But: if any one be fo vahappy as not 
tocommunicate onthe principall te 
ſes of the yeare to wit Chriftmas 
Eaſter, Pentecoſt, our Lady dayesle 
Sim be ſure, he chall quickly be 'go 
*for I will never endurethat my houlf 
be open to ſuch as make ſo litle a 
count of God, and of their owne fo 
Jes, I wel know man is maht.zI free 
atfirch 


- 
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affirme we al are finners , and that.the 
beſt in the world walking vpon the 
Ice of this miſerable life, ſlip at the 
leaſt ſeauen times a day , and many 
times take very heauie fals; which 
much compaſſionate : For my ſelfe 
Alas,Iamthe moſt miſerable of men, 
and the greateſt finner. But to wallow 


' iavice, and to'cherish your finnes, 


not willing to leaue the mire 3's that 
which I neither wish either for my 
{elfe, or mine. I wil commaund no- 
thing , Which T wil not firſtdo;I am 
better pleaſed,that my hands be Jook- 
ed on, then my tongue or words. 
What an impudence were it Ishould 
deſire none in my houle,to/ſweare, 
and my ſelfe do nothing al daybutfors 
{weare my chriſome and Baþj Bk 
5. That there be no lazie'Þdaple 
my houſe : In the morning ( the the 
firit thing ſhal be , that euery oh fe. 


VP his Heart to God. and inuok 2 
F'a holy > 
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© holy ſpirit,that offer be made to God 
of that muſt be done al the day after, . 
ſo gilding al ations with the ſacred 
gold of good intentions 3 & then euc- 
rie onegoto hispeculiar emploiment, | 
and do his office, with much exacnes. 
_ Whilſt men ſeriouſly labour abroad, 
Jet Women ſtay at home , each one at 
their worke. We may vel afford them 
a litle more time in the morning to 
fay al their praiers at ful : but vader 
colour of meditation or deuotion, 
they muſt not-ſtand amuzed in Idle- 


pes. To' pray wel, wel to take pai- || 


nes, to- labour hatd ,to be very mo- 
deſt and obedient , and to fake great 
care of: the houshold, is the life of a 
' Pious woman, as the holy Ghoſt de» 
painted vnto vs inthe holy ſcripeures, 
- Take away theſe glorious , and idle 
ſpirits , which are perpetually in fi- 
| Ei in the Church to avoid the buſie- 
employments of the houle ; It is not 
that 4 
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that they ſo wel loue contemplation, 
but that they greatly dehire to haue 
their worke done for them. The diuine 
Apoſtle, ajieth lowd and clearely , that 
he who laboureth not , muſt not eate, 
& that himſelfe by ſtrength of armes 
got his poore liuing , yet deſeruedin 
the meanetimeto be fed withmanna, 
6.1 wil not haue in my houle dice- 
plaiers , carders , nor thoſe kind of 
Tiplers , who liue for nothing but to 
play, to ſweare , to deceiue, to be 
' drunke, and make good cheer. Al this 
rabble ſerues for nothing but vnhap- 
pines in a houſe. There area thouſand 
innocent pleaſures , which may ſerue 
to paſſe the time; which paſſeth away 
ſoone enough, although we $houe it 
not hence with our shoulders. No, I 
deſire not my caſtle to be a cloiſter, 
nor my people Hermits , Tet them 
laugh, let them game, let thenifpend 
theirtime z yet verily I would _—_ IG - 
(op OL 
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ſo-, but neuer at the expece of God & 
their conſcience. What should a raf-' 
cal, a Rogue, a whore Maiſter, a chea=' 
ther , and a heap of demy-Atheiſts 
do inan honourable family. | 
7. That peace be perpetually in my 
houle,for where peace is,there is God 
& where diſorders & ſuſpitions raig- 
ne , familyes are turned topſey-tur- 
vey; {o many enuies, ſo many falſe ru- 
mours, ſo-many {launders, & ſo many 
ſtabs ; make ſomewhat ſtil to be repai- 
red. Of one family, two armies of fol- 
diers are created, who are continually 
in ſentinel and ambuſh to ſurprize & 
diſmpunt one an other. 
The Maiſter is beſieged by thele two 
Court-of Gards, who watch al occa« 
| ſions to do their buſines at their Mai- 
ſters charge. So that inſtead of being 
{erued, needs muſt he be aflaulted by 
al,and be in perpetual combat,hauing 
his heart oft trisfized with a thouſand 
arrowes 
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arrowes of togues,8& his eares, cloyed 
with a hundred thouſand troubleſome, 
lying,and poiſoned diſcourſes;In ſuch 
ſort , that he to his great greife finds 
the truth of that old Prouerbe, which 
ſayth; ſo many ſeruants,ſo many thie- 
uesz but we much better ſay ; In euery 
bad ſeruant there is an armie to fight 
againſt ,an armie of vices and difloyal- 
ties ( ſauing the honour of the God, 
for by the grace of God there are ſuch 
of them) & who carrie out their value 
in gold:But as for the bad:He is a Lier, 
a riotter,a Thiefe, a gourmander, a 
vaunter,lazie,diſorderly,aflaunderer, 
a gameſter , adrunkard , a blaſphemer, 
a babbler,and very vulturs, who mind 
nothing but to fal vpon carcales, to 
teare them in pieces, and to make a 
prey of the goods of their Maiſter, 
who dares not truſt anie of them, but 
with the diſtruſt of althe world, who 
is in houſe as in.a Trench: beheged 

round 
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round about þy enemies. For my part, 
I deſire my houle be free from ſuch 
people, who loue nothing but noife, 
and who breath nothing hut the ayre 
of 1tormes,and onely drinke ina trou; 
bled water. Wholoeuer wil wel ſerne 
God, ſhal be my-deare ſeryant,he who 
wil bean enemie of God, ſhal alſo be 
mine, nor wil I ever endure him in 
my houſe. 

8. If by miſchaunce,anie difference 
or quarrel happen,[I ordaine that what 
the holy Apofile,ſayd, may be inuiola- 
bly obſerued. To wit, that the ſun ſet 
not , but we in the ſame inſtant cauſe 
Anger ,and al manner of acerbitie to 


| be layd in the tomb of forgettulnes. 


I wel enough know the impoſſibilitie 
af living among men,and not to have 
ſomewhat to ſuffer:ſcarcely doth man 
accord with himſelte one whole day. 
The bodie inceſſantly contendeth a- 
gainſt theſpiritz Bodic agaiaſt Bodie, 
| and 
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humour againſt humour , and' ordi+ 
narily our thoughts oppols one ang- 
ther, and were it not for. reſpe& we 
would willingly tight within our ſel- 
ues, when deſpite, greite , vehement 
anger (urprizeth ys ,or indeed thole 
melancholy humours , (which render 
vsſo extremely anxious ) that we wel 
know not, what yye our felues would 
haue. Shal we then if men of. humours 
ſo giddy , and with ſuch antipathy, 
from time to time fal together by the 
eares,and eagerly fight with tangues? 
Totriſgreſle, is humane:To revenge, 
is brutiſh,notto be willing topardon, 
diabolical:To pardon, Apoſtolical:To 
loue an Enemie, Angelical:Torender 
good for euil, is verily a true Touch 
of God,yea of the very Sonne of God, © 
Now fee heere my people natively 
behold here thoſe to whom my houle, 
my purſe , & heart ſhal euer be open, 


and having ſuch ſeruants I am willing 
| they 
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they be my Maiſters. 2 
9. Euerie Evening I intend al my 
family be inanopen place, where I. 


wilhaue ſome one to ſpeake a litle of 


God,of the ſaluation of ſoules, of gai- 


. ning Paradiſe, What a ſhame is it! 
Fhatwe being in the world onely to 
purchaſe Paradiſe (wretches that we 
are! ) do ſcarcely talke of it, ſcarcely 
thinke we of ifonce in aday. O life il 
employed! O Trauels,il diſpoſed!Day 
& night we ſweate, we die a thouſand 
deaths, we yield vp to the Earth our 
Joues, lives, carts,oxen, and horſes to 
eate,drinke,and ſnore;Money,houles, 
pleafures,and a thouſand ſuch like fol- 
lies are al our emploimentsbut of the 
Eternitie of the beautiful Paradiſe, of 
the great God of heauen, neuer,neuer 
feriouſly do we thinke , neuer ſpeake 
we of it but at randome , nay ſcarcely 
do we belicue it. I wil ſo handle the 
matter this brutiſhnes {hal not be im- 


puted 
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wuted to me, I therefore ordaine and 


wil haue it ſo, that once euerie day at 


2 conuenient houre they heare ſome- 
what of God; & that each one learne 
the way howto ſaue his ſoule. Dif- 
courles of heauen inuite vs to vertue; 
and diſrelliſh the daungerous pleaſu- 
res of the world. What meanes wil 
there be to loue God, it we neuer 
ſpeake of him?W hat meanes to ſpeake 
of him, if we be not thereto enforced. 
by an amorous conſtraint? you then 
{hal ſee me to be daily the foremoſt, 
nor wil I haue anie to be abſent from 
this holy exerciſe vnder colour of dif- 
patching my atfaires. I haue notanie 
buſines which more nearely toucheth 
my heart, then to cooperate to the ſal- 
vation of al ſuch as ſerue me, They al 
haue giuen themſelues to me, & I re+ 
fgng al to God, Maiſter,and ſeruants, 


' and al which is in my power. 


10. Laſtly I moſt expreſſely com- 
maund 
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maund that none of my houſe offend 
ante man either in goods,or hoodia 
nor that vnder colour of doing my bus 
fines my poore dependents be ruined: 
No, I wil not that to fill my coffers, 
theirs be emptied, or that to encreaſe 
my reueney , and purſe , bloud be 
wrung out of their veynes , and their 
bones be broken to ſuck out the mar- 
roy. Fy ypon thoſe wicked ſeruants, 
who to enrich their Maiſters, damne 
both Maiſters and ſeruants, Auant 
thoſe bloud-ſuckers, who ſqueeſe out 


the ſubſtance of the poore, to fatten 


great ones. Do you imagine the Mai- 
iter who gines five shillings of almes, 
ventcth away the theft of his ſeruants, 
who haue torne out the entrailes of 


poore people, who crie for vengeance * 


to God and heauen. I defire al be re- 
ſtored which appertaineth not tqme, 
' 'Thadrather go in my shirt into Para-. 
; diſe, then al clothed with gold and 
hu- 
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and ſcarlet to be.dragged along into ' 


the ſulphurous pits of hell , where the 
euil rich man enragedl]y crieth out for 
thirſt, and calleth for helpe and wa- 
ter. We shal be wealthy enough if 
we wil feare God. Other mens goods 
naw ours, and conſume them inſen- 
fibly. Great familyes many times fal 
in an inſtant , becauſe other mens 
goods therein , do like fire by force 
hidden ynder the earth, it heats when 
ve leaſt thinke of it, troubles vs, and 
hauing made al the earth to ſhake, 
rents al, waſteth al , and flyes aloft 
aboue the aire, hauing throwne then 
downe who ( maugre) it, had ſought 
to confine it. Let double be reſtored, 
yea fower-fold, it I haue any thing, 
which is an others. Let my houle be: 
open on every {ide and diſcouered to 
al Suns,that each one may fee his way) 
tothedcenter ; and if any therein ob= 
ſerue ought which may appertaing to; 
im 
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2 him Lreleaſe it, and defire he reſume 
it. A manwho hath his treaſures in 
heauen,and in the coffers of Eternitie 
Shal he amuſe himſelfe inthe durt of 
the Earth, & in the vnhappy bleſſings 
of this wenkvoric and inconſtit life?l 
 eamealtogether naked out of-my Mo- 
- thers wob, I shal quickly returne into 
the belly of a-other mother al naked 
and ſtinking! Alas; for:a moment of 
life, which is between theſetwo toms 
bes, muſt I hazard the ſaluation of my 
ſoule capable* of Eternitie 2 Good 
God, a man should be vtterly ſenſles; 
faith, vertiie., and reaton: would be 
wholy eclipſed , and al ' vnderſtan- 
ding blaſted-and deſtroyed. : | 
« This is th&Decalogue, which this 
m6ſt worthy man gaue to his family: 
but he had a moſt ſublime guift from 
God, to wit, that his words were as 
hits and flames of fire. He imPprin- 
ted on hearts what he pleaſed; and 
Loktts almoſk £ 
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almoſt not a man heard him ſpeake, 
who felt not (I know not what kind 
of tendereipg : ſome diflolued into 
teares before him, as ſnow ſtrooken 
with the powerful rayes of the ſun. 
He enkindled athouſand good deſires 
in the breaſt of thole who were in his 
companie. The Iuice of his ſacred dil- 
courſes , and the iſſue of them were 
theſe fiue things ! That aboue al God 
muſt be feared, but with an amorous 
and filial feare. 2. That well to pray. 
to God, beginning muſt bemadeby 
conſideration of your owne defects, 
and thenceto deriue agreat confuſion 
&alowly humilitie. Thatthe prayers 


| of one truly humble, and ſunke into 


the center of his Nothing , is'- an 


_ enflameddart shot directly into the 


heart of God , which penetrateth 
through al the heauens, & hath a petty 
Omnipotencie in heauen. For how * 
can any thing (ſayd he) be denied toa 
s heart 
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{ heart,which is perfe&tly humble, 


3- That the greateſt care of every. | 


one ought to be the loue of God)who 
ſo much hath loned vs as to loole his 
own life in the' opprobries of - the 
Croſle, that we might not be loſt in 
the accurſed Abiffes of hel : But he 
ſpake it with an accent, with a Coun- 
tenice, with a heart al on fife, in ſuch 
fort that it enflamed al,ſuchas-had the 
happines to heare his holy diſcourſe, 
4: That in ſuch meafure as our hearts 
and bodie are chaft , God would mul- 
tiplie his mercies on vs, for he infi- 
nitely loueth purjtie , and powretfy ' 
the treaſures of his graces into our 
boſome. 5. That much endeauour be 
vied mutually to loue,, and'ſuffer 0ne 
an other, perfection conſiſting in this 
point to vnderſtand how to tolerate, 
and couer the defe&ts of an other, ſince 
the 4pofile calleth this Vertue' of A- 
bridgement, & a-Summarie of al per- 
feftion. The 
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"| The Condition of his family , and 
his particular ations in this 


| new-houſe keeping. 
| CGCHa?p. VIL 
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heart flies before you, & 
NES paſſionately delireth to 

W)) lee the iſſue of al theſe 
nw excellentdifcourſes. We 
but too often ſee Maiſters who ſpeake 
| gold, whilſt their people are al Iron, 
| fo thatmany times the Maiſter is an 
| Angel, and the feruant a diuel ; Theſe 
| ares, Michaels, aboue there is an Ar- 
changel, vnder foote are euil ſpirits, 
ſo many ſeruants are ſo many ſots. We 
heare many ſpeake like S. Paul, & live 
like T#das onely ayming at profit, and 
G their 
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' theirownaccomodation. But S.Elzear. 
| g0es an other way ; He ſayth what he 
doth; He doth more then he ſayth: He 
ſpeakes but to halues, his hands, eyes, 
and heart make vp the reſt. His heart 
and tongue at one and the ſame part, 
and his hand is the interpreter of his 
ſoule. It'is moſt true, one muſt haue a 
hadred hands to petforme the ſublime 
perfections of his deſires, and Sera- 
phical affections. His family therefore 
was {o wel ordered.that al which Plaro 
{aw in Idea , was beheld in this houle 
of God, It was the family of Vertues 
and graces, and as it was heretofore 
fayd of an other : His ſoldiers, wereas 
Machabees, his Gentlemey as litle 1g- 
ſues, Toſephs,8 M1 irdocheuſts 5 Womeny; 
Suſannaes , Hi#drs; Iudiths ; al his-ſers; 
uants honeſt, & remarkeable in fome. 
- vertue.Sweet peace was among them; 
Freindſhip wiore then fraternal,oreat 


Jnaturitie and integritie in al their. 
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4 words and actions; Extraotdinary'pu- 
:] ritie,no wanton ſpeeches, no fowle & 
> | naſty diſcourſes, no blaſphemies nor 
» | Pperiuries, no Court Aire, or taunts 
tf] poignant ,and intemperate , no quar» 


| rels: breifly like Maiſter, like men. 

$ That which made Alexanders Court 
a | ſoadmirable, was that al the Lords of 
e | Court were almoſt euerie one of them 
- | Alexanders; In Elzears houle ,al the 
e | world ſeemeth Elzear or at leaſt res 
0 | ſembles him. Could you imagine that 
e |. many men of armes made therea vow 
s | of chaſtitie , many young gentlemen 
e | there vowed perpetual virginitie, the 
s | nearer they approached to Eltears 
6 | perſon, the more they felt the flames 
| of concupiſcence to be mortified , and 
{| they became the further in loue with _ 
e | -continencie, It is ſajed that ſuch ag”: 
1, | touch or lie neare vnto the leaueg ©: 
of the tree called .Agnus: Cafius:, do | 
ſenſibly perceiue euil flames/to be. ; 
| GS quench L 
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quenched in their bodies , and to be 
rendered chaſt. So that the Caſtle of 
Puits- Michel to ſay truly ſeemed a no- 

ble Monaſterie replenished with re- 
ligious , Clothed like Courtiers; 
many vnder Crimſon fattin doublets 
hid rough Haire shitts , yet boaſted it 
not , many gaue their money to the 
poore, inſtead of playing at dice, and 
that which is admirable many faſted 
in the midſt of feafts, a matter much 
more difficult, then in Wilderneſles, 
and in the meane time ſet a good face 
on it at the Table, caruing , ſeruing, 
and giuing toal ,entertayning al the 
world,ſothat itſeemed al were merry, 
whilſt they faſted. So exceedingly 
It importeth that the Maiſter of the 
houſe giue good example to his fa- 
mily. In this Court was Alaſia, a 
religious Woman , ſiſter to the good, 
Counteſſe Delphina wife of Elxear; 
she confeſſed very often, ſhe more 

pro- 
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profited in this Court , then in'her 
Monaſterie , that she had fewer , and 
more light temptations, & that when 
She was aflayled by ſome illuſion , she 
had a very powerful remedie ready at 
hand. It was permitted by God that 
She ona time was aſſaulted by a ſtrong 
temptation againſt her chaſtitie. This 
perilous counterbuffe laſted not long); 
I pray fee to what Saint she , vowed 
her ſelfe, and to what Aultarshe made 
he ſtations togaine Indulgence, and 
to free her ſoule from thele cuil fla- 
mes 3 She ſecretly went into Elzear's 
chamber , at an howre , when neither 
he, nor anie other was in it , She fet- 
ched three turnes about his virginal 
bed, but did it on her knees , creeping 
round about with.much confidence, 
then lifting vp her eies and hands 
towards heauen, fromthe bottome of 
her heart she ſaied. Sweet IEsvs King 
of Virgins, and Spouſe of chaſt fou- ' 
les 
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| les, I moſt humbly beſeech thee for 
| the Angelical puritie which is obler- 
ued in this holy bed ,to deliher me 
from the sharpe thorne which pier- 
ceth my heart, and from the'curſed 
temptation which vexeth my ſoule, 
It is a ſtrang thing! She had no ſooner 
ended her praier, but that she felt the 
Dragon burſt which enflamed her 
heart, and the whole temptation to 
vanish , but it was with ſuch aboun- 
dance of grace, that neuer was he at- 
terward beſieged by theſe hideous 
thoughts ; what she had heretofore 
apprehended as huge mountaines he 
blew away afterward as buſy flies, and 
onely laughed at them: Out of their 
ſchoole of vertue came many eminent 
in ſanRttie of life. 

But we muſt behold what life him- 
ſelfe led,who (verily) was the pattern 
of his Court:)ſage worldlings belieue 
that to gaine reputation a man muſt 
looke 
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looke big , play the Veſpaſian, or the 
Sarrazin,ſ{weare, ſtrike, menace al the 
world, and become alitle Tirant, deſ- 
pizing vertue and deuotion,as things 
inferiour, and fit for women,& weake 
ſpirits. Truly, to play the Turke, and 
to make ones ſelfe be thought a fierce 
Olibrius , were a braue bulines, yet 
would it be ſcorned: but to belieue in 
TESVSs-CHR1ST, and liue like a di- 
uel,isaltogether abhominable,is moſt 
vncomely ; but vnder a Turbant, and 
in a barbarous Solyman , a ſworn ene- 
mie of God and his Church. Elzear 
happily coupled the.{word and beads, 
together armes and teares, matching 
nobilitie with pietie, bearing himſelf 
like a Lion in warr, a Lamb in peace, 
and in his deuotions as a meeke doue. 
This was his ordinary lite, and daily 
excerciſes; He euery day ſayd the 
great Office, but with ſuch attention, 
and fo great Maieſtie,as it he had ſeen 
God 
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God with both his eyes to whom he 
{pake: ſo that it was impoſſibly to be- 
hold him on his knees, with his eyes 
bent to heauen, or fixed on his booke, 
and not to be touched with deuotion. 

Sometimes to awake his ſpirit he ſong 
\ ſome of the moſt affectionate Verſi- 
cles: but O God what ſong of Para- 
diſe! He very ſeuerely faſted,not only 
| thetime of Lent, and dayes ordained 
' bythe Church, but al the Fridayes of 
| theyeare,to participate of the Paſhon 
| of Teſus Christ, and the Saturdayes to 
| the honour of the bleſſed Mother of 
| God,al Aduent,the Eves of the Saints 
| 'of his deuotion. He vader a Garment 

| :of gold, and filke bare rough haire- 
| cloth on his bodie (O braue Courtier) 

| andas if it had been nothing , he had 
| a diſcipline armed with Iron, with 

 {ſharpe points, and litle linkes:His cu- 

| ſtome was to ſtrike himſelf al the ſpace 

| ofthe Miſerere Plalme,and cuery ver- 


ſicle 


ab a. 
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ſicle giuing himſelfe three blowes: 
Then wholy to coclude his deuotions 
he often lay downe with his haire- 
ſhirt on his back , a matter which to 
him ſeemed delightful , repreſenting 
to himſelfe the horrible torments of 
his ſweet Teſws, al the affetions of 
his ſoule, and the crueltie of his Pafſ- 
ſfion,where he ſwamme in his precious 
bloud. He almoſt euery Sunday com- 
municated,and on the principal feaſts 
of the yeare, eſpecially of the bleſſed 
Virgin,whom he with much tendernes 
honoured; He one day by chaunce told 
his deare Delphina, that ſo ſoone as he 
receiued the precious body of I. Chrift 
into his mouth, he thought he was fil- 
led with Manna and the ſweetnes of 
heauen, But from whence ( I pray) 
thinke you ( ſayth Delphina) comes 
this gracious fauour ? I belieuel ſayd 
he) & conſtantly belicue it , that God 
thereby would inuite to frequent C6- 
munions 
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munions,and weane me fromthe falſe 
pleaſures of the world It is pany vn- 
happines , Alas , that I make my ſelfe 
vnworthy by my extreme ingratitude 
and infidelity. Al his delight was to 
conuerſe with God, and to drench his 
ſoule in deep Contemplations , but 
with ſo great facility and holy fami- 
liarity,that his ſpirit was not at al di- 
uerted by thevexation of troubleſome 
diſtractions. The Sonne of the Mai-. 
ſter of a family coming to his Fathers 
chamber, ſo ſoone as he approacheth, 
Is not made to waite at the doore , he 
ſtands not amuſed in the Lobby to 
tattle with ſeruants , or tel the quar- 
reys and windowes of the roome, or 
to looke on the figures in the han- 
gings, hepreſently breakes through, 
and paſleth the portal , going dire- 
&ly tothe place, where his father fit- 
teth. Elzear , and ſuch ſoules , like 
Heauens fauorites, and Beniamins of 
God 
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God, ſtand not to entertainea thou- 
ſand foolish imaginations and diſtra- 
ions , but with ful flight haſten to 
God, ſo ſoone as the heart defireth to 
ſpeake tohis moſt ſacred Maieſtie. 
From the time he recciued this fa- 
uour from heauen ; and this noble Vi- 
ſion, he acquired ſo great facilitie to 
thinke vpon God, and to dart his ſoule 
aboue the heauens , that al places to 
him became Oratories. Sitting at the 
table magnificetly couered , more did 
he feed on heauenly Manna , then 
earthly ſugar; from time to time ſome 
{ighes were heard by ſtealth ; which 
flew from his heart,he did (as it were) 
eate more vertues then viands, and 
many times his wine taſted of the 
ſhower of teares which in deſpite of 
him guſhed out of his eyes. He him- 
{elſe alone knew the facilitie he had 
to deriue profit out of al, and to ſpiri- 


tualize obieds preſcnted to his eyes; 
His 
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"His:heart was at that admirable place 
in Nature, which ſtrooken neuer ſo 
lightly with the end of a ſtick), where- 
focuer it touched, it made a lively 
ſpring of water ariſe,as cleare as chril- 
tal:For the leaſt occaſion Elzear might 
haue, his heart flew al ouer heauen; 
and by his eyes diſtilled the ſweetnes 

- which heauen powred into his ſoule, 
Whilſt he ſpake to thoſe of his family, 
or to others, his mind inſenſibly pe- 
netrated heauen, and neuer loſt {ight 
of his God. Good God how much this 
divine Count wil condemne many 
Courtiers , who commonly ſweare it 
is impoſſible to be ſaued at Court, 
ſince he found the way to meete with 
God euery where, and inthe midſt of 
moſt yrgent affaires, knew ſo wel how 
to caſt a glaunce towards heauen, 
tofpeake good words of God from the 
bottome of his heart, and perpetually 

.£0 haue his ſword in hand to cut the 
| throat 


© 
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throat of al euil temptations ;whick 
offer theſelues in the Courts of Prin- 
* | ces. When he was trained out todaiice 
YU among the Nobilitie , it 1s true he 
- went, but ſo ſoone as he heard the 
t # harmonie of inſtruments, imagining 
1; it was the mufique of Angels, he was 
3 Þ ſo much tranſported , that he thoughe 
» | himſelftobehalfe inParadiſe.Inſuch 
> Þ fort that Delphina being with him ata 
” | dauncing-entertainment had her eye 
t F perpetually vpon him, and feared no- 
S | thing ſomuch as to {ee him inſtantly 
/ | tobeentraunced, and rapt in an exta« 
t F fie. Returning to his Oratory,and has 
» | uing his head ful of this harmonie, as 
1 | if he had enioyed the ſweetnes of 
t | heauen, he paſſed whole nights in 
' | Contemplation ,and powred forth a 
\ | delugeofteares. Ft was to make warr 
* | againſt him to get him to daunce : It 
1s a common cuſtome of the Courtts 
be moſt deſirous to ſee them daunce 


who 
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* tab no mind to it, the more t& 
them: Yet ſo it was 5 that Elzea* ſs 
qualitiecouldeot wel difpefice with 
theſe foolith actiuities, and daunce 
he muſt; fince he was preſent atBals.. 
He foreſaw this accident, and before 
hand had filled his-shooes with gra- 
uel, ang with litle pieces of Almond- 
shels , Which very sharply pricked 
him: ſo that the more he daunced.,the 
more his innocent feet weregalled. 
_ - Mea ſmiled to ſee him daunce{o 
L.; vel, but Angels reioyced to behold 
his innocent deceipt, and holy inuen- 
tion: ſo many ſemi-quauers , ſo many 
ſtrookes on the inſtrument wounded 
his poore feet, and it is a wonder , he 
could couple together the two extre- 
mities ofdelight inapparance, and of 
fo ſenſible and real paine. Admirably 
ſubtile is the Loue of God in its in- + 
yventions: What Torment ( Alas) was 
2 +90 ! Muſt one ſuffer at Court tobe 


T 


ued? The 
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The greateſt. familiarities between, 
him and Delphina, and the higheſt de 
gree of their chaſt loues was to ſpeake' 
of God, of Virginitie, of Paradifeand 
Eternitie. Intheſe ſweet conferences 
they ſpent the nights, and mingled 
their ſighes and teares. It was as good 
a thing to ſee them in this pleaſing 
diſcourſe , as inthe horror of Deſerts 
to behold S. .Anthonyand S. Paul;talk- 
ing of the greatnes of God. He made. 
much accoiit of three things, to which 
he ener had an eie. Firſt rather to die 
a million of deaths, then at anie time 
to commit one ſole mortal ſinne. Se- 
condly , perpetually to enkindle the 
fire of the Loue of God in his heart, 
ſacrificing al his affe&ions as Vidi- 
mes on this diuine aultar, {ince God 
forbad him to leaue the Court. Thir- 
dly , to conceale the lights of God, 
| the fauour of Viſions, and other mer= 
- | cies which God had ſo aboundantly 
powred 
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powred on him, and never to make 
Shew of his vertue , eſpecially among 
Courtiers, who make a foyle mortal 
{inne of vertue, and heroical vertues 
of mortal ſinnes, and entitle al that, 
Courage , and ſenſe of noble extra- 
tion; As if Nobilitie had no other 
cognizance , but a dragon , other plu- 
mes then Vanitie., other armes, then 
beaſts, and al this in a Sinople, or 
greene field of folie , or a fable, of 
black malice; This is fit enough for 
baſe Nobilitie ; not for real, and re- 
plenished with vertue, 
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Of his workes of mercie , and the 
 carehe had of the poore, 


CHAP, ak 


* Vexe H B ordinarie gate tho« 
rough which the rich en= 


” be forced, and wonne by 
aſſault; The troupes of poore are the 
armies of the rich, and their deads 
paiesz The ſores of theſe lazars zare 
the breaches through which euil rich 
men creepe into heauen : The Can- 
non-$hots are the great almes put into 
their hands : In the end death ſeizeth 
the quick & the poore man ſaueth the 
rich: the one ſuffering , the other 
oftering:both purchaſe Paradiſe, The 
| H Counf 
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holy Count in the flower of his ages did® 
wonders in this matter, but ( freindly; 
Reader) I forbid thee to follow , and 
imitate him in many of his heroical 
adts,thy heart would much faite thee. : 
He daily fed at dinner twelue poore 
men , and leapers; He waſhed their 
feete with his own hand; He kiſſed 
them with his lips , how ſtinking foes 
uer ; He gaue them ſome good ales, 
then he let them go in peace , and 
went himſelfe to dinner, making this 
the beginning of his curious Table, 
and to prepare his appetite ; ati other 
ould have loſt it for eight daies to- 
gether , but the Loue of God hath 
prouocatiue appetite, which Nature 
hath not. He had 2 more particular 
care of Leapers, then of others, be- 
cauſe this maladie gnawing the bo- 
dies, and face of the miſerable, makes 
them ſo vgly and contagious , that al 


- the world forſakes them , not being 
| able 
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able to endure'the ſight of theſe car- 
caſes , without moſt troubleſomeloa- 
things. He fained to goa hunting , to 
chaſe the Hart, but he ran after the 
poore,and inſtead of a Deare he many 
times tooke Teſus Chriſt hidden vnder 
theſe miſerable maladies. He knew 
| there were ſeauen Leapers in one hof- 
+ pital, were almoſt quite deſtitute of al 
;B fſuccour : He got on hotſe-back with 
18 his Fawlconers, & bearing the Hawke 
on his fiſt,and his ſeruants leading the 
ſpaniels along, & ſending them ſome 


þ] 

r | one way, ſome an other, and faigning 
- | himſelfe to go in queſt of the gain, 
hY with one ſole groome of his chamber 
ec 'who was his Barber, he rode a pace di- 
rj rectly to the houſe of Leapers; He 
e- found fix of the infirme ſo horribly 
| disfigured , that no man in the world 
ef could behold them without daunger 
all of fainting > Their mouths al eaten 
gf away , their teeth halfe perithed , the-- 
le H 2 reſt 
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reſt appearing moſt hideous,their cies 
ſunke, or without lids , encompaſſed 
with mortifyed and bloudy flesh,their 
cheekes feſtered & mattary , my heart 
akes with thinking on this ſpectacle, 
and writing thus much ; The poore 
Barber knew not what face to ſet vpon 
it. O inuincible force of holy charity? 
O golden heart of good Elzear! with 
a ſmiling and amorous countenance 
faluting theſe wretched halfe-putri- 
fyed carcaſes, as if he had ſeen Teſis- 
Chriſt, he leaped about their necks, kil- 
ſed them al one after an other, & moſt 
tenderly embraced them ; The poore 
youth the Barber , thought he ſhould 
with terrour haue fainted at his feete; 
but he was much more amazed, when 
he ſaw by vnſpeakeable miracle, that 
ſo ſoone as he had kiſſed the laſt , al of 
them were perfectly cured, and ſtood 
bolt vpright on their feet: Neuer were 
people beheld ſo aſtoniſhed; The Bar- 
ber 
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ber to ſee theſe dead men raiſed , the 
Leapers to {ee themſelues healed by a 
Kiſle of Elzear: Elzear to ſee God had 
made him do a miracle; Him , who 
thought himſelfe the greateſt ſinner 
on the Earth. But it was yet a much 
greater aſtoniſhment,when in an in- 
{tant a ſweet odour fſpred it ſelfe 
throughout this ſpittle houſe , but an 
odour ſo fragrant and extraordinary, 
that al of them looking one vpon an 


other almoſt thought Paradiſe was fal- 


len into it , and that Teſws Chriſt had 
taken the ſhape of the good Count 
Elzear vypon him, The accompliſhmer 
of their ioy was that this worthy Lord 
flying away , & thinking to hide him- 
ſelfe, was amazed to behold his head 
to become radiant round about like a 
new Sun; The farther he ran the more 
the light of his head redoubled , and 
the raies thereof pointed directly to 
the ſpittle-houſe ,to fignifhe the place 
of the miracle, 


— 
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He thruſt hinſelfe into the thickeſt 
of a foreſt, which in the end ecclipſed 
this notable brightnes, and this good 
Lord made the Barber {weare , neuer 
to open his mouth to ſpeakea word of 
what he had ſeen, Wel,wel (layd he) 
It is noþ1, (Alas) It is not I who haue 
done this miracle, but it is our good 
God, who wil many times make vſe 
of the meaneſt inſtruments , to per- 
forme his prime Maiſter-pieces, Yet 
ſo it was , that the Barber from that 
time honoured him in his heart, asa 
Saint, not asa {imple Count © He! Cau- 
ſed to enquire in euerie place where 
the ſick were , and eſpecially of lea- 
prouſie , and ſecretly with one ſole 
groome of his chamber, went directly 
to them, washed their feete , Plaiſte- 
red their hideous ſores, and with in- 
credible contentment kiſſed them, 
Without anie diſturbance of heart, but 
contrary wiſe. it ſeemed to him they 
were 
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were delicacies , and that he kiſſed ſa- 
credreliques; ſo deuout was he in this 
holy exerciſe: Al being done he com- 
forted them with words from heauen, 
and gaue large almes into their hands, 
and inthe meanetime impoled ſilence 
vpon them , or otherwiſe they should 
ſee him no more : The groome of his 
chamber meane while wept , ſeing 
what he did, with both his eyes, and 
admiring the heroical vertue of hjg 
young Lord. Was it nota godly fight 
to ſee a maiſter of ſo many ſeruants; 
to become the ſeruant of his ſeruants, 
and a Chirurgeon for Leapers ? Was 
it not a goodly fight to behold this 
young Count al glittering in gold, to 
lay lint with thoſe delicate hands 
vpon great ſores, {wathe them very 
carefully, cherish the bodie, and com- 
fort their ſoules 2 Al the poore pre- 
ſented vnto him , were very confident 
they should now haue their hare 
much 


12 Thelifeof S; Elzzar, 

much better then , when he was in 
ſwathling cloutes, as you before haue 
ſcene. When he heard their words: 
For Gods ſake ( Str ) giue Vs ſome almes, 
he felt his heart to be penetrated, and 
would willingly haue diſtributed al 
he was worth in the world. Alas! 
( faied he ) can one deny I EsVvs- 
CHRIST anie thing , who ſends vs | 
his receiuers, to gaine ſome ſmal ſuc- 
cour from vs. No, were togiue ming 
cies, my heart, and to let out the laſt 
drop of my bloud, I could not denie 
this ſmal ſernice to him to whom [ 
ow bath my bodie and ſoule. He did 
much better; For he expected not, tg 
be ſued vnto, or obſerued which waie 
he went , but ſent his people cuerie 
where to find out the Indigent, the 
Shame-faſt, Widdowes, and Orphans, 
and opened al the bowels of his pittie 
to ſuccour the whole world. It was ng 
need to aske which waie Elzear would 
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3 to Maſſe ; The Court of gard of 

eggers was early in the morning 
placed at the Church whether he 
went , & al of them confident to haue 
his Almes. 

There happened a great famine in 
al theſe parts which put them into deſ- 
paire; There was no need toasketo 
whom theſe miſerable famished and 
ſtaruen with hunger should make ad- 
dreſſe ; The good Elxear was the To- 
ſeph of this Egipt , and Father of the 
poore , who euer found his hand , his 
purſe , his granaries, and heart wide 
open. You might then behold them 
trouping to the Caſtle, where the holy 
man kept open court. He diuided his 
granaries into two, he ſet the prouj- 
fion of his domeſtiques a-part, and al 
the ſurpluſage of corne , he cauſed to 
he diſtributed among the poore. Ne- 
uer hath anie man more appetite, 
then when he hath nothing to eatez, 
During 


During the famine none are ſatisfied, 


and it isa ſtraung thing , that when 


one hath nothing to eate , he doth no- 
thing but eate : Theſe vnfortunate 
people, had in aninſtant conſumedal 
which their good Lord had giuen in 


almes : Hunger makes men trouble- F 


ſome and inſatiable , and cauſeth not 
only the Wolfe to forſake the forreſt, 
but euen the dead ( if we may ſay ſo ) 
out. of their Tombe , and miſerable 
howſes, to ſecke wherewith to liue. 
This moued the compaſſion of bleſſed 
Elxear, ſo that he a-new diuided his 
corne intotwo parts,pulling the mor- 
cel out of his own mouth to giue it to 
theſe Wretches , who dicd aliue, and 
cried out with hunger. 

This laſted not long , he then com- 
maunded the reſt to be diſtributed, 
euen tothe laſt grayne. In the meane 
time, his houshold ſeruants cried out 
alowd , ſeing themfelues ſo in daun- 


ger 


T5 


—_ __— hoo. a oe 


Count of Sabran. wif 
per to perish with hunger. What ſenſe 
$ is there (ſaied they ) to let his dome- 
ſtiques die, to fatten rogues and lazie 


| { people , who had rather ſlothfully 


| beg, then take paines to get their li- 
{ ving? Who hath euer heard , that one 


\ | hath abandonnedhis own, to cherish 
. & ftraungers , which come hither to 

7 ſyallow al this howſe,ſweeping away 
| | althatis good, or cofortable? Verily 
| is not this a goodly policie, to giue 


al to needy raſcals , and rake-hels fo 
profuſely , and in the meane time to 
expoſe his own ſeruants as a prey, 
who die, toſerue him wel; Weare ar- 
rant fooles to attend heere on a man, 
who rather ſeemes a Mayſter of an 
Hoſpital then a Lord of qualitie. Such 
pleaſure he take to looke on Leapers, 
and ſerue as a ſteward to a heape of 
{cummy people , who daily dine in 
this houſe , and whom he waiteth on 
as a Carver anq a Cupbearer : fhould 

| his 
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his aunceſtors returne into the world 
againe, they would be ashamed to ſee 
ſo braue a Caſtle turned into a ſpittle- | 
houſe,and their ſonne become a Head- # 
groome of an Infirmerie , his grana- þ 
ries emptie,his Cellars, and his purſe: | 
and we his ſeruants hunger ftaruen, | 
whilſt a rabble of lowzie varlets make | 
goodcheere. Hunger, and Rage make | 
them ſpeake much other words , and 
farr more bloudy. Behold at this time, | 
a miſerable old man preſenteth hins 
ſelf, who entreateth to borow a buſhel 
of corne; The holy Count could not } 
denie him , being coniured in the 
name of Chri#, he cals forth the good 
Woman who kept the granarie, and 
commands-her to fetch the corne,and 
lend it to this vahappy man ; The 
Woman who wel knew the Granarie 
was quite empty , and that there was 
not a graine left,belides being diſcon- 
tented a ſyel as the reſt , forgat her» 
=} | {elfe 
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ſelfe ſo much as to ſay; Let medie, ye 
rily let me die, if there be one ſingle 
graine,and you make the world laugh 


# at you (Sir) to ſaieas you doe; Cer- 
* taintly,it is a ſhame ſo to giue,not ob- 


ſeruing what you giue. Hold ( Sir ) 


| take the keyes, I wil not be made a 


laughing ſtock , or haue your ſeruants 


# daily pick a thouſand quarels againſt 
$ me. The good Count ſmiling, Go, I 


pray,Go where I command you,it you 


| find no corne, truſt me no more ; but 


if you there find anie, why ſuffer you 
your ſelfe ſo to be tranſported with 
choler?Either angrie, or ashamed she 
went thither, confident she ſhould 
find nothing, & that matter would be 
offered for her to talke to her Lord. 
When ſhe was there ( O good God ) 
how much aſtonished ſhe was !for ſhe 
there found iuſt as much corne as was 
reſerued to feed the familie , which 
God miraculouſly had thither coveied. 
Infini- - 
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Infinitely abaſhed {he came downg 
no, she ran head-long downe the ſtat: 
res, {uch haſt she made, and proſtra- 
ting her ſelfe before Elzear: (Sir) ſaid 
She ,( I craue pardon. He laughed, 
comanded her neuer to ſay any thing 
of what ſhe had ſeen, and that here- 
after , ſhe ſhould ſpare nothing 
from the poore, who reſtored a hun- 
dred for one. She ſo wel kept this ſe- 
cret, that on the ſame day the whole 
familie knew it , and were al much 
aſhamed to haue ſpoken ſo fooliſh of 
their Maiſter, ſo that they thence for- 
ward oblſerued him more as a Saint, 
then a Count. 

The like miracle alſo hapned in the 
Caſtle of Angois,with this difference 
only , that perpetually Corne was tas 
ken out to beſtow it on the poore, and 
yet it ſeemed to be ſtil multiplied. It 
fel out that he often viſiting the ſick, 
cured them. Conſtance , a girle of ſea- 


uen 
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uen yeares old was extremely ſick , & 


had already loſt both ſpeach and ſight; 
Elxear being at .Arles, and much mo- 
ued with the teares of the Mother, vi- 
ſited this child, layd his hand on her 
face, ſaying; ( Daughter) Gods bleſced 
wil be /pon thee : no ſooner ſpoken but 
done, {he was cured, and perfectly re- 
couered. He receiued religious Pil- 
gorimes into his houſe,eſpecially thole - 
of the Order of $. Francs , whom he 
moſt particularly loued ; he lodged 
Dominicans With him, 8 hada paternal 
care of them, he imagined with him- 
ſelfe, that cheriſhing Preachers , who 
feed the people with Gods bread , he 
{ſhould participate in their merit. His 
heart felt an vnſpeakeable comfort in 
hearing the word of God, and tooke 
care not to looſe one ſermon. He euer 
oblerued ſome good thing in the ſcr- 
montending to perfection, & thought 


he gaine much, when in a ſermon he 
had 
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had learnedany one thing for the pra& 
' tize of vertue. A ſermon ( fayd he) is 
a feaſt, where nothing does you good, 
but that litle your ſelfe eate; al the | 
reſt-paſſeth away before your cies: ſer- 
vant and dogs deuoure the remain- 
der. Friar William Cornillon Cordelier 
preaching the Lent at Angois, fel 
ſick towards the holy week, Elzear 
much troubled at this accident, and 
fearing himſelfe, and his houſehold 
ſhould be depriucd of the ſermon of 
the Paſs/on; viſited the good father, 
found him ſhaking , and aſlayled 
With a cruel ague; He comforted him 
with heauenly words, and finding 
himſelf inſpired with a ſtrog touch of 
the holy Ghoſt, he vndertooke the 
cure. Then lifting vp his eyes, hands, 
and whole heart towards heauen, and 
tenderly recommending this poore 
 fick man to ſweet I ESVS,inthe end 
layd his hand on his head, and _ 
| fn 
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Iti the name of I Bsvs-CHRIsT, 
the only ſonne of God; Depart hence 
ynlucky Feauer, & leaue vs our Prea- 
cher, in ſuch ſtate that he may preach: 
He had no ſooner ſpoken it, but be- 
hold the good Religious man, perfec- 
tly cured; He raiſed himſelfe vp, he 
ſtudied on the Paſfion , he moſt prol- 
perouſly preached , and ( verily ) did 
wonders. When the good Count was 
asked , why he ſo tenderly loued beg- 
gers, he anſwered with grear feeling: 
The hands of the poore are the box 
of angels, and their boſome the trea- 
ſure of Teſus Chriſt, What is giuento 
the poore, is giuen to God , & to ones 
{elfe. 

Al that which is beſtowed on the 
poore is found in heauen; that which 
we beſtow not on them, is loſt on 
earth; an other shal haue it, who wil 
not thanke you for it,and who wil not 
youchlate ſo much as to remember it. 
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That which be aſketh of vs by the 
hand of the begger;, is the more cha- 
rily to preſerve it for vs. Is it not bet- 
ter to lay downe our treaſures in the 
boſome of God,then in our coffers to 
be gnawne by vermine , and taken 
thence by the hands of robbers ? 
Where our treaſure is , there is our 
heart : Can we better diſpoſe of our 
heart, then in God's hands : Frame 
to your ſelfe a Treaſure, which $hal 
neuer perish?( ſaid [Es vs CHRIST ) 
then make it. aboue the firmament. 
Should a man perpetually abide here, 
verily it were good to get the ac- 
commodation of riches , and to make 
good prouifton , but being to ſtay but 
a moment, shal he kil himſelfe for 
It? The heart of man either flies to 
heauen with the wing of almes , or is 
plunged into hel vnder the burthen 
of Auarice, Whether is it better done, 
to place you gold there , where your 
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ſoule $hal be happy through al Eter- 

nitie, ot to burie it ina goldentobe, 

or inthe renter, where gold and hel 

are both together ? Is it not a braue 

viurie ( thinke you) togiue earth, to 

haue heauen ; To giuea loafe , to get 
al Paradiſe; and for a handful of corne 
to become Maiſter of a} Go'ds inheri- 
tance. I wonder not at al of thoſe who 
ſo freely giue , but I cannot vader- 
ſtand how it is poſſible, thathelicuing 
it is God to whom we give , men 
Should be ſo cloſe handed in gi- 
ving. Alas? He, hauing powred 
forth for vs the laſt drop of his pre+ 
cious bloud , can we be ſparing 
towards him, and grudge at the guifts 
we offer him 2 Nay weare too happy, 
verily too much he honoureth vs, 
who vouchſatethto receiue aniething 
fromvs, and to make vs become his 
creditours. At the daie of iudgment 
God ſpeakes not a word of the ret, 
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and makes not account'of anie thing, 
but of what the poore hath eaten: The 
goodnes of God hauing ſeen the 
draught of the eternal Arreſt , and 
knowing the cauſes of the ſaluation 
of the good, and the infinite miſerie 
of the wicked, to wit, their giuing 
ordenying tothe poore, what excule 
Shal we alleage, if we ſaue not our 
ſelues? In ſo much as he is contented 
with a cup of cold water , putting vs 
not to the trouble of warming it , or 
to the neceſſitie of an excule , ſaying 


 wehaue no fewel, nor fire to heate 


it , but ſuchas it is in the riuer, it is 
auayleable enough to purchaleal hea- 
ven, by putting it into the hands of a 
miſerable creature , who dyeth for 
thirſt. What a ſorow wil it be to the 
damned to ſee themſclues loſt for 
euer for want of hauing preſented a 
cup of water, whereof their dogs haue 
had ſufficient , and which is neuer 
| denyed 
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denyed them Is it ſo great |a matter 
to giue a cup of water out of our foun- 
taines, anda handful of corne out of 
our granariesto gaine Paradiſe, ſeing 
the holy Martyres haue powred out al 
their bloud which ran vp and downe 
in their veynes,for the like cauſe, and 
other Saints ſweat forth bloud and 
water : & ſhal we ſpare this litle por- 
tion of tranſitorie goods, which muſt 
alſo quickly perish, at leaſt we muſt 
ſoone leaue them, to thoſe who wil 
neither accept , nor be thankful for 
them, wil perhaps make vſe of them 
to purchaſe Hel.I coplaine not at that 
I giue,for it is aſſured:but I lametwhat 
I giue not, and account it as laſt, 
How can I daily repeate my Pater 
no8ter, ſaying to God; That his King- 
dome may come,and that he place me 
in Paradiſe, if I denie him a cup of 
water? What an Impudencie it would 
be, daily to importune his goodnes.& 


lay, 


| 
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ſay , give vs to day our daily bread; if we 
denie him his own, and vouchſafe not 
to afford him a piece of mouldy bread, 
and that which we leaue our foote- 
boyes. I cannot conceale from you 
that I am ſo much aſhamed to do that 
litle I do, feeling ſo great tendernes 
when I put my hand into the hand of 
the poore, the ſubſtitutes of TE svs- 
CHR1ST; that if I could give my |} 
heart & bowels, it would be the grea« 
teſt comfort might happen vnto me 
in the world : but this much conſola- 
teth me that God more regarding the 
heart, then hand, and the defire of giv 
uing much then the abilitie I haue to 
giue, I am perſwaded that he who ſo 
much eſteemed the two mites of 
the poore Voman which ſhe threw 
into the box, wil accept the two filly 
farthings,which I daily offer him, and 
the ſlender benediction I giue to the 


poore with al my heatr. 
| He, 
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He, and bis Uife make a vow 0 
Uirginitie before the death of his 
Gouerneſſe : with 4 nota- | 


ble Viſion. 
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XxXFF&? H 8 vertuous Wo- 


&Y young Elxear, had a 
IX great deſireto ſee her 
TC Pa ne litle Maiſter , and 
young Miſtres to 
make a vow of Viirginitie: Sir, (ſayd 
ſhe to God ) let me behold this, and 
then let me die; For I deſire nothing 
ſo much inthe world , nor haue I any 
other 
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' other contentment. God was pleaſed 
with her. ſighes, and fulfilled her re- 

queſt; He ſent a ſharp feauer to this 

vertuous woman , Which in few dayes 

dried vp al her bloud, and ſtrooke her 
with death. At the ſame'time, Elzear 

felt himſelfe ſo enkindled to proceed, 

that hauing along while pondered in 

his mind to paſſe turther, and to vow 

his Virginitie to God ; he made the 

laſt reſolution. 

He tooke his Delphina with him, & 
ſpeedily went to the place , where his 
g00d Gouerneſle lay , he opened his 
whole heart to her , & acquainted her 
both with his own intention, and of 
his'deare Wife, the Diamond of La- 
dies. The poore ſick Woman thought 
She should haue fallen intoa ſwoone 
for joy,and was long vnable to ſpeake 
but with her eyes, from whence aboii- 
dance of teares flowed, interrupted 
with a hadred fighes. When theſe firſt 

p {weet- 
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ſweetneſles were evaporated by thoſe 
affeftionate ſobs, & diſtilled through 
her eyes, alitle taking courage, and 
recovering ſpeach , she vitered theſe 
golden words, ſprung from Paradiſe: 
( Deare children) behold me arriued 
' tothe height of my deſires, & become 
{ the moſt happy woman of the world. 
You have preuented the wishes of my 
poore heart,which hath not for a long 
time lived, but languished expecting 
this moment which makes me happy. 
You here behold your weake ſeruant, 
who already hath a foote in the path, 
which leades me toa Tomb ;I dy wil- 
lingly, God is my witnes, and am 
much the more fortunate to die , fo 
comforted, ſeeing what I do, and be- 
holding you tyed in the ſacred knot: 
of Virginitie. It is ſayd the words of 
dying men are ſo many Oracles , for 
their good who ſtay behind ; Receingy 
then theſe laſt words as aſſured pledyg#> 
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| gesof my live more the maternal,and 
tor cuer inuiolable. | 
Deſpiſe this mometary and periſ ha- 
ble life,ſtand not amuled at its promi- 
fes, (Alas) diſaſtrous plightings; Caſt 
your eyes, & loues on that life,which 
only is life, ſince it is eternal : I haue 
lined, I die, and in this laſt period en- 
ioy but one contentment, to render 
ſome lilly feruice to our Lord,and but 
one —_ that transfixeth my heart, 
which is ſo il to haue ſerued him. O 
God how much otherwiſe do we iydge 
of life, when we are not in the bed of 
death,butenioy perfe&health!Where 
are nov the pleaſures, the honours 
the freinds, the fooliſh hopes , which: 
fo vnhappily charme our liues ! no- 
thing followeth vs, but the good and 
euil we have done ! But Alas , when 
one is in the ſun-ſet of life,the riches, 
and comforts which ſeemed ſo great 
in the eye of the world, are found to 


be 
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be very litle; and the faults which ap- 

cared ſo light, ſovenial, and pardo- 
nable, ſttaungly ſwel vp , and terrifie 
the ſoule. When I caſt mine eye ouer 
my paſſed life , thoſe fiftie yeares and 
aboue,ſeeme to me a momet,adreame 
anothing;WhenlT refle& on what fol- 
lows, the infinite laſting of Eternitie 
affrights me, and I now ſee my ſelfe 
brought to that moment,whereon the 
cternal happines or miſerie of my 
poore ſoule dependeth. It God did 
judge as mortals, verily I ſhould haue 
caule to die moſt contented, fince the 
comon opinion hath been that I had 
2 deſire todo wel ; but good God, the 
eyes of our Lord ſee much better, and 
penetrate-farther into the deep cauer- 
nes of our ſoules, the ballance of his 
ſanuarie weigheth. Atomes , and 
wind, & nothing eſcapeth, which his 
juſt gigour doth not ſcrioufly exa- 


mine, My deareſt, take example by 
me 
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me I haue beenlyoung as you are, in 
the flower of mine age as you, ſtrong 
as you; Al is paſſed away like a {ha- 
dow, ſome few dayes wil glide , and 
flie ouer your heads, and needs muſt 
you be in the bed of death, as I am; 
Alas ! happily employ thoſe poore 
moments which remaine. The Angels 
were pleaſed to ſee you maried , and 
Virgins both together ; perfect their 
Ioy ; God hath been a hundred times 
ſollicited by my teares, and the fre- 
queEt ſighes of my heart,that he would 
inſpire you to conſecrate your ſelties 
to his glorie by the vow of Virginity; 
Al Paradiſe with ful hand, wil caſt on 
y our heads, Lillyes and roſes, and al 
the beauties of the gardens of the Se- 
raphins.O what a happie death ſhould 
I haye,if I might die inthe very in- 
ſtant, that you pronounce the bleſſed 
words of this ſo deſired a vow! I wiſh 
no other propitious recommendation 


of 
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of my ſoule, which is already on the 
brink of my lips , then thoſe ſweet 
words which cotaine the accompliſh- 
ment of my deſires. Whilſt she ſpake 
thus , the young Couple were al be- 
dewed with their teares, and had their 
hearts ſo ſtopped , that they could not 
ſpeake on word. Inthe end they made 
the vow in the preſence of this ſage 
Gouerneſſe, and by common conſent 
promiſed to God perpetual Virginitie 
in their moſt chaſt mariage. 

The ceremonies of this vow of Vir- 
ginitie, was performed by them on 
S, Mary Magdalens daie, Elxear caufed 
a Maſſe to be ſaid in S. Catharines 
Chappel , both of them communica- 
ted with much feeling of extraordi- 
nary deuotion. At which time Elzear 
kneeled on both his knees , and ioy- 
ning hands ouer the opened Miſlal , & 
the holy Ghoſpels, he ſpake theſe for- 
mal words, 

Lord 
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4 Lordl ESVS from whole hands al 
graces flow, 1 confeſle that I a wrets 
ched ſinner; and a miſerable creature 
canot preſerue chaſtitie without thy 
ſpecial fauour:wholy then dithdent of 
my ſelfe, and hartily confiding in thee 
I makea voy to thee, thy holy Mo» 
ther , to al the Saints in heauen to 
keep my virginitie al the daies of my 
life, fince it hath pleaſed thee to grailt 
me ſo much happines , as hitherto to 
preſerue it in me, and to haue inſpi- 
red me toconſecrate it vnto thee I 1i- 
Lewiſe offer my ſelfe, rather to ſuffer 
2 thouſand deaths , then ener to 
chaunge this my reſolution. Sweet 
IESVS blefſe my deſires , and accept 
this my poore offering. Inſtantly Del- 
phina did the like; and after I word, a 
gentleman, ſonne of Garſexda, 
Altogether mingled their teares; 
and ſeriouſly thanked God, for fo fin-; 
gular a metcie. In the meane-time, 
; the 
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the Ladie receiued al the Sacraments 
and Extreame YVndion , with ſuch 
tendernes of heart , with words ſo 
ſweet and cordial,that adiſſolued into 
teares. She asked forgiuenes of the 
whole world,she a hundred times ado- 
red the Croſſe,and inuoking Teſws,and 
his holy Mother, died like a Saint. 

Elzear appointed very ſolemane obſe- 
quies for her, & moyſtened her tombe 
with his teares : she was placed in the 
Church of Ss. Francs in the Citie of 
Apt, where, in their ſeueral times El- 
gear and Delphina were buried : Al 
three of them being of the third Order 
of glorious S. Francs, Now the good 
Count could not be ſatisfied to pray 
ynto God for her ſoule , but he hal a 
pious curiofitie to know in what ſtate 
her ſoule might he , whom heſo much 
had loued. God comforted his ſeruant, 
and ſent him this moſt bleſſed woman 
togiue himcontentment. She appRa- 
red 4 
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red vnto him, al radiant with gold ,& 
with a countenance of lightning , f6 


W that the flashes at the firit comming, 


dazeled the eies of this young Lord; 
Behold me ( faieth she ) Deare ſonne; 
behold me by God's expreſſe com: 
mandment-, you ſee me too.happie, 
and ſurcharged with a world of mer- 
cies wherewith it hath pleaſed God 
more then moſt liberally to reward 
the poore ſeruices I haue endeauou- 
red to reder him, during my wretched 
life. But thus doth his Omnipotencie 
recompence his good ſeruants, As for 
the reſt I haue in charge tocofort you 
in al you deſire of me. Aske me not 
now (Ipray)whither Elzears hart were 
filled with ioy; his eyes , & ſweet lans 
guiſh-ing fighes,wil better tel you it; 
Thetruth is he thought he should haue 
died, with the infinite contentment 
he receiues : Then taking courage 
agiine with a pious famjliaritie he 


asked 
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asked her fowre queſtions , Firſt whe- 
ther her ſoule went, when it paſſed out 
of the bodie. Secondly in what tate 
was the ſoule of Frier Tohn Iulian his 
Confeſlour of the Order of S. Francs, 
whom he ſo tederly had loued. Third- 
ly , whether the life he led with Del- 
phina were acceptable , and according 
to Gods heart, & what he {hould do to 
haue a hart according to Gods. Four- 
thly, what would become of the Lord 
Tohn of Sabran his Couzin, who ljued 
amog ſo many cruel ſufferings; &what 
laſtly would be his end : moſt humbly 
begging of her to impute this his cu- 
rious inquiſition tothe loue he bareto 
his bloud,& neareſt kindred; 8& to par- 
don him this fault,if it were a fault, fo 
to affect the ſafety of his Allyes. Thus 
ipake Elzear, to al which, ſhe anſwe- 
red what followsth. Firſt ( fayth ſhe) 
I muſt plainly tel you, ther hauce been 
manie imperfections in my lite , Ay 
K me 


-_ 
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me; yea verily I wel deſerued to by 
moſt rigoroufly chaſtized by God; Bu 
he is 10 good , that he rather mads 
choice to exerciſe his infinite merci 
Know then he gaue me ſo much loue; 
he touched my heart with ſo ſenſible 
ſorow at the latter end of my daies, 
that he was pleaſed eather to drench 
my finnes in my teares , and to burne 
them to condemnethem to the flames 
of Purgatorie. I muſt then tel you, 
that at the paſſage out of my dead bo- 
die, my ſoule was caried directly t6 
Paradile by Angels : ſo gracious was 
God vnto me out of his holy Bountie, 
But ſince you haue a defire to knoy 
this truth,aſhſt me alſo torender than- 
kes to his infinite mercie', and be you 
encouraged to ſerue ſo good a mat- 
ſer, who makes ſuch account of h 
Poore {eruants. 
Moreouer I affure you vpon 

Word , your Conteflor is likewiſe it 
Paradiſe , hauing liued asa good relis 
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pious man, wel obſcrued his rule, and 
given good edification both within & 


without his Conuent, and having wel 
ſerued God ,and laboured for glorie, 
was ſaued. Goodreligious men dying 
in their Order,feare notto miſle their 
waie to heauen. And who(I pray ) 
Should go thither , if not they , who 
breath nothing els? 

Pray then no longer for him, pray 
rather to him for your ſelfe; If you 
knew how precious, the life and death 
of good religious men were before 
God , there would be a far greatet 
throng then there is, of fuchas knock 
at their doore. | 

As for your ſelfe ( deare 'Sir) out 
Alas | Can you doubt , whether your 
virginitie and Delphina's be accepta- 
ble to the maieſtie of God omnipo- 
tent, or no? Know if you ſo perſeuere 
to death, Angels do prepare goodly 
Coronets of lillies, and immortal ro= 

. K 2 ſes 
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ſes, and , that God reſerueth vnſpeas 
keableglorie for you. ' 

You cannot do him a greater 
pleaſure then to loue puritie 3 An- 
gels and Virgins are alike deare to 
him ; yea certainly he ſo much the 
more eſteemeth this diamond. of V ir- 
gSinitie, as it is inviolably preferued 
in the mire of this wretched life , and 
among ſo manie aſſaults , and ſuch 
precipices as here on earth are et 
countred. 

As for your Cozin of Sabran, I wish 
to God, I could giue you anie com- 
fort, Iam not commanded to tel you 
anic thing, but that God's iudgments 
are an Abiſle, and his ſecrets formida- 
ble, but juſt and vpright. This poore 
man hath ſuffered much , and. bath 
much to ſuffer , if he chaunge not his. 
life, he wil haue an vnhappie end: I 
IS a miracle, whena wicked man mas 
kes a good cnd; but it is likewiſe a 

crueltie 
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erueltie to belieue that a good man 
makes an euil end. Liue wel , and 
feare nothing , God wil not let you 
be loſt, He is too good a father , Caſt 
your ſelfe into his armes ; He wil not 
ſuffer you to fal to the ground , nor 
your hopes tobe fruſtrate. As for your 
Couzin, giue him good counſel, pray 
to God for him , and reſt you in the 
bolome of the diuine Prouidence, 
which never wil do anie thing but to 
good purpole ; As for the reſt , you 
muſt adore al he doth, nor muſt you 
plung your ſelfe too far into the gulph 
of his impenetrable ſecrets. They had 
alſo ſome other ſmal diſcourſes toge- 
ther, then she vanished, and returned 
to heauen, leauing Elzear in theſe 
ſowre-ſweet delights , which he im- 
Parted to his wel-beloued Delphina, 
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and ſingular Bountie, 
CHAP. XI. 


v of the Lord of .4»ſos in 
Provence , performed ſuck 
} feates of armes vndet 
King Charles , and bare 
himſelfe fo valorouſly in al battailes, 
that the King knighted him with lowd 
applauſe of al the Caualliers of that 
Age.. Befides he was ſo wiſe that hg 
was made Superintendent. of Tuſtice 
in Sicily. By ſo many ſeruices he me- 
rited to be created Count of Sabran, 
where he remained ſome time ſetting 
good order throughout al the Couns, 
corey x] 
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trey, Some, place Arian in Sicily; 
ſome , in Calabria; ſame in the. King- 
dome of Naples ; but that doth not 
| much import the Reader. This noble 
; Gentleman died, leauing al his figno- 
ries to his ſonne Elzear,z3.yeares old, 
or thereabouts , he was conſtrained to 
g0 into Italy, to take poſſeſſion of the 
Countie of .Arian, and to get the in- 
veſtiture thereof from the King ob 
Naples, and Sicilie, The Sicilians who 
loue not the French*B&8"of Elxear's 
manner of lite,& would willingly to 
this new Counts colt , haue.made Comes 
pline tobe ſung to the ſame tune, they: 
had cauſed other French , to. chaune 
Veſpers , by enforcing' him to finish 
his gouernment, before he-had begun 
it. What shal we do ( faied theyFwith 
theſe beades-ſaiers, and Kyrie men, 
we who are accuſtomed to be gouer- 
ned by braue Caualliers,& who more 
gften take our {words in hand , then 
PUT 
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{ our Breuiaries? Thinkes he of ſouls 
diers to render vs Hermits ; and to 
make of our Citie a Conuent of Mon+ 
kes ? verily are not we wel beſet on 
euerie fide, there we have the diuels; 
the Turkes vpon vs, and thoſe dra- 
gons of Afrique, and here for Leader 
a Monke with his beades.,, who wil. 
teach vs to ſaie Pater nofters in ſtead of 
diſcharging volleys of cannon shots; 
and ſcattering the armes of theſe Bar- 
barians , enemies of God, and his 
Church. Elxear being arriued , they 
wil meaſure you him from foote to 
head , and ſeing a young firipling, 
who ſcarcely puts forth the Bug-beare 
of his firſt beard , they wil ſcorne 
him. There were nothing but {coffes, 
Paſquils, anda thouſand iceres againſt 
this young Count. Three yeares toge- 
ther they rebelled againſt him , and 
did him a thouſand injuries, a thou- 
ſand affronts. The Prince of Tarentuns./ 
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a frend of Elzear, ſeing theſe indigni- 
ties , could no longer tolerate theſe 
mutineers. Verily , (weet Couzin, 
( faieth he ) your goodnes much hurt 
vs ; {ee you not how this raſcallitie 
doth nothing but floute you. Wel, 
wel, let mealone, I know the humors 
of Siciliez'I muſt hang halfe a thou- 
ſand of this rabble ,ilet me die, if I 
make them not as pliant as a gloue : It 
is fit among the good to be a Lamb, & 
vith the wicked to play the Lion, ſtri- 
king with paw,with tooth, yea al, and 
tame the inſolencie of theſe caytiues, 
who neuer become worth ought,it not 
curbed. Take your eaſe, if you like it: 
Say you,prayers for me, & I wil give 
ſo manie blowes for you, that I wil 
come to the end of my aime. 

I am content to haue al the paine & 
hazard of it, quickly wil I roote out aÞ* 
this baſe rabble. At which time Elzear 
ſmiling , Good God, ( ſayth heYhow 


y ou 
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| you proceed, what ? would you haug 
me to begin my gouernment in bloud 
and maſlacres,and that ta make others 
wiſe, I play the fagle my ſelfe? 
[ hope to come to the mark-by an 
other Bias ? God who hath led mg 
hither by the hand, wil maintaine mg 
In it : In doing good to them, and. by 
tolerating , or contemning their Ro- 
domontadoes, I ſhal diſarme their 
Courage. 1t is no great matter for a 
Lian to teare Lambes, but for a Lamb 
to. pul a Lion in pieces, is admirable, 
Naw I wil make you lee this miracle 
by Gods aſſiſtance , and that ſhortly, 
The Prince could not relliſh this diſ- 


| - courſe, and inhis heart accounted it 


meere ſuperſtition, or want of Cou- 
rage; yet for honours ſake he held his 
peace, and tooke it for good payment: 
but was much amazed , when he in ef- 
fe& aw theſe Barbarians to be ciuilli- 
zed, and by litle and lifle, returne tg 

| | their 
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their dutie : For they in the end were 
aſhamed of their brutishnes , and ſuf. 
fered themlſelues to be gayned by ſuch 
| | benefits,ſo that they commonly called 
\ | Elxear their good Mailſter , and true 
| father honouring him as their Lord, 
} 

- 


and cherishing him as their deare fax 

ther. | 
. Amongſt the papers of his Lord and 
| father, he found letters of a ſoldier 
| | which he had writen to him, aduiſing, 
8 heshould in no ſort nominate Elzear 
\ | forhis heire. He in it alleaged a thow- 
d ſand lies and outragious calumnies; 
That he was a ſuperſtitious foole, that 
it were fit to shaue him for a Monke, 
, | that he was not for armes , that the 
» | Sicilians ful of courage, would neuer 
; | endurehim, that he would wholy dif- 
\ | gracethe glorie of his familie, that he 
would looſe at one inſtant both his 
life and ſtate , that he was good for 
nothing but to mymble ſome - Parer 
= nofters 
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zofters between the tecth,and run ouet 
his beades:But as for armes , he would 
neuer doanie thing of worth; To con- 
clude he ſet him forth in goodly white | 
dreflings, and painted him in colours 
lively, and ſteeped in moſt bitter gal 
and vineger, | 

The good Comnt read theſe letters, 8& 
ſhewed them to his deare Delphina, 
who likewiſe felt her bloud preſently 
to boile about her heart , What ? ſaied 
She, ( Deareft Sir ) wil you lutfer fo 
wicked a man as this in your Court, 
Traitor that he isz He comes hither 
like a fawning dog , wel knowing in 
his foule the wrong he hath done 
you? It is fit that he be told, you haue 
diſcouered his malice, that he may re- 
paire the injurie done you ; and be- 
come wiſe. What wil you do with 
theſe viperous tongues , with theſe 
ſcorpions., who make afaire shew , & 
in the meane time beare poiſon.in 
their 
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their tailes? She endeauoured to en- 
kindle him more, whe the holy Count 
ſmiling., ſtaied her , ſaying ; I faie 
({weet freind) Alas ! ſhould I anie 
turther prouoke him , he would neuer 
looke on me with a good eye; fearing 
leaſt I should do him hurt, he wil 
ſeeke it againſt me, and preuent, me, 
he wil perpetually be diſtruſtful, of 
an i] man, I may perhaps make a good 
ſeruant; Ig s vs-CHR1ST (Delphina) 
hath not taught vs to reueng , rather 
to pardon, & by doing wel to cnflame 
the hearts of our enemies, conſuming 
Vith the feruours of charity , the poi- 
fon of the hatred which enuenometh 
them. I wil put theſe letters into a 
place , where you $shal neuer heare 
newes of them; moſt certainly he ſup- 
preſſed them,and perhaps threw them 
into the fire , to burne the memorie 
and reueng thereof together. He did 
more; for this ſouldier commingone 
| daic 
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| daye into his chamber, (ſome othef 
would haue feared he came to murther 
him , ) Elxear louingly embraced 
him, gaue him ariche preſent, and fo 
powerfully gained his affeQion , that | 
the poore ſouldiet ashamed of his of- 
fence, offered himſelfe afterward to 
be cut in a hundred pieces for the ſer- 
vice'of ſo holie a man. What could 
$. Paul, $. Peter, yea an Archangel do 
more , if he conuerled amongſt 
Worldlings? Delphina without ſpeak- 
ing one word, wel obſcrued this pro- 
| ceeding , and learnt this lefſon , pray- 
ling God in her heart for hauing ſuch 
z husband. He then in a $short time 
ſaw himſelfe in the peaceable poſleſ- 
fon of the Countie of Arian, contra- 
rie to the opinion of al the world. He 
made yſe of theſe fowre potent char 
mes, to do al this; To wit; To do wel 
to al the world euen to his enemies; 
to fuffer couragiouſly, and ſwallow a 
Di. 0 thouland 
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thouſand inturies ; To gine no aduarts 
tage in his actions; to do nothing out 
of anger , or heate of liuer, but repo- 
ſedly, and iudicially, but ever in al,& 
and throughout-al depending on the 
holie prouidence of God. 
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Of his Magnanimitie , great Courteſie, 
and upright Iuſtice. 
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= HE innocency of the fer- 
uants of God is com- 
monly the marke,where= 
> at the ſcoffing wits of 
worldly wiſe men aime. 
A great part of perfection confiſteth 
in being shot at with a thouſand vol- 
leys of the ſteelic tongues of enujousy 
; or 
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or giddie ſpirits , and no more'to bg 
moued then if a horſe paſſing along 
had ſtrooken you with his foote , or 
bitten you, Elzear was much ſubiect to 
be the mirth of Courtiers:more often 
then daily ſome trick or ſottish toy 
was put ypon him;He firme, as a Rock 
contemned theſe þublings,& windyg 
froth of theſe waues both of Court , & 
humanelife. No more was he moued, 
at al, which was either ſpoken of him, 
or to him, thena brazen ſtatue. Del- 
phina one daie almoſt loſt her patiEce, 
when breaking a long filence, not 
Without ſome vehemencie ; ſhe laſtly 
ſpake in private to him, and tuned it 
in a very sharp accent. Alas ! Deareſt 
freind, what kind of man are you? A 
thouſand, and a thouſand injuries are 
done you, yea a thouſand affronts, 
yet you no more are moued at it,then 
a Picce of marble. As for my ſelfe 
am but a Woman, but haue courage 


enough 


Count of Sabran., 15 
Enough to talke to theſe indiſcreet 
ones, as they deſerue. It is not fit for 
meto inſtruc you; Alas no; I meane 
notto forget my ſelfe ſomuch as to at- 
tempt itz But if I may ſpeake what my 
heart conceiues , verily I fay , that it 
appeares to me your great goodnes 15 
inſolently abuſed : Contempt of per- 
ſon proceedeth to ſcorne of vertues; 
now whenſocuer vertue is expoſed 
to p1llage , and abandoned to violent 
contempt, verily euil men commit 
inſupportable outrages. The King of 
bees hath no rcal ſting , yet when hc 
is angerd; he ſadly murmurs, and with 
a kind of humming makes al the other 
tremble; The doue hath no gal , but it 
{ſhe once be enraged , ſhe laies about 
her, and knowes how to vie her beake 
\ |} and Tallons. Is it becauſe you have 
no gal,;and that when-you would, you 
cinot be angrie?ls it through ſcrupke, 
and that you feare to be oucr-moodies, 


«M0 
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Is it vith doubt to diſcontent anie bot 
die; Our Lord God hath told vs, that 
I Esvs-CHRIST himſelf made one 
day a whip of Cords,and that he vſed 
a rabble of wicked ones who prophas: 
ned the Temple,as they deſerued;and 
$,Paul alſo,ſtrooke a wicked Magician 
ſo violently , that he became blind 
vpon itz yea S.Peter with a blow of his 
{word {trook the eare of the wretched 
Malchus (o furiouſly , that had he not 
turned away; he had take off his head, 
and you dare not vtter one word ? Are' 
you more perfect then theſe diuine 
Apoſtles? were it not. better , you 
made it appeare what you are, & what 
bloud flowes in your veines ? The 
wicked wil tremble and amend , the 
good become better , and feare to ery, 
yea al the world wil do its dutie. Im- 
punitie is the mother of vice,8& oueth 
much mildnes , begetteth too much 
miſchiefe ; as of the trongeſt' wine 
V1niger 
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viniger is made , which makes them 
ſhed teares, who but ſmel it , ſo ſharp 
it is. In good truth ( Sir ) you should 
ſometimes beſtir you; for ſo your af- 
faires would go the better. (Sir ) I 
pray excuſe my libertie, there is no 
remedie for it,needs muſt I diſcharge 
my hart therein. What a God's name 
(laied Elzear, how long 1s it Del- 
phina ) that you haue ſo bent your 
ſelfe to preach.I can neuertakeamiſle 
what comes from you, nay I very wel 
accept what you deliuer. I wel per- 


ceiue there is fire in thechimney , and 


that there is ſome feruour in your dif- 
courſe. Your zeale {weetneth al, and 
I loue you the better for it :. but 
[ Sweet heart ) tel me, I prithy , what 
good doth it to be-angrie, and how 
doth it help 2 Wel goto, foolishmen 
haue done a foolish thing , shall c6- 
mitan other to make them wiſe. Some 
tongue hath shot againſt me yshal l 
| L 2 knock 
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| Knock my head againſt a poaſt , and 
breake it for deſpite , or $shal I dart 
ſome bloudie words back againe ina 
brauado : nothing ſo much enrageth 
achollerique man , as cither to an+ | 
ſwere him coldly , or not replie at al, | 
As for theſe giddie braines to punish, | 
them ſoundly you need but to open 
thedooreor Window,they we! throw | 
themſelues from the top tothe botto- | 
me, or dash their heads againft the | 
_ wal: Neuer doth a man ſpeake in an- 
ger, but manie wonds eſcape him | 
which vex him enough afterward: | 
Neuer is a man filent in his anger 
and ſtifles his words in his mouth be- 
fore he ſpeakes , but he is glad of it 
when his anger is ouer. Choller ſtrai- 
nes men out of their nature, and ren- 
ders them brutish , and enraged Ti- 
gers. Thinke you onecan do nothing, 
vnles he ſweare his own death}, 
and head, and denite Chriſme 1nd. 
Baptjſme 
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Baptiſme, playing the Atheiſt and 
Domitian. No ( Deſphina) no, it is not 
that I am inſen{ble , I haue a heart of 
flesh as you, I teel (God wot) but toa 
much the iteely points of diſdaine and 
ſcorne , and ſince it is fit I ſpeake ta 
you with an open heart ; I muſt con- 
teſſe, and do proteſt , that in the firſt 
motions the fume mounteth vp tomy 
head , and I feel my heart to boilez 
but I wil tel you , what ſtaies the 
ſtreame of my choller, and what ſtope 
my tongue, and arme. . 

I reuolue within me the barbarous 
crueltie of the lewes, and the direful 
things, they cauſed IE $ vs-CHR1sT; 
the King both of heauen and earth to 
ſuffer? I haue that ſo lively engrauen 
in my hcart,that ſhould my eie-{trings 
be cracked, and heart pulled out, 1 
could find neither tongue nor lan- 
guage to complaine. Alas ! The ſonne 
of God, that innocent Lamb ſuffered 


| al manngr of indignities for me, and 
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ſhal-I dare to complaine of ſome tri- 
fles done againſt me, wretched crea- 
ture and worme of the carth as I am? 
That, which put palme into the hands 
of al Saints , was to haue knowne pa- 
tiently to beare the follies of the wic- 
ked?How can you know you are hum- 
ble, if none contemne you? How ma- 
gnanimous and patient, if no man 
wrong you ? How mottityed, if there 
be not ſome indiſcreet bodie to re- | 
proach you? Is ita ſtraung thing if he 
mock me, ſince I am the very firſt who 
mock my ſelfe; and is it not true that 
a ſinful and wretched man as I, deſer- 
ueth al ſorts of opprobries ? 

And is it not more then moſt true, 
that whatſoeuer they do to me, I de- 
ſerue much more? If I haue deſerued 
It,it.is but Iuſtice; Why ſhould I com- 
plaine?If not,it is now the time when 
I ſhould ſhew true patience. Would 
you then be patient vpon condition 
that 
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that al the world were wile, and nos 
thing were ſayd or done, but accor- 
ding to your mind. Itis an Ad of a 
noble ſpirit, neuer to do any ignoble 
thing, and to deſpiſe a thouſand filly 
fopperies vaworthy our anger,or true 
generolitie. Now I am willing you 
know our Lord hathgiuen meſo much 
facilitie therein, that I as much or ra- 
ther more, eſteeme thoſe who do me 
any wrong, then I did before, nor am 
at al ſatisfyed in my ſoule,vntilI haue 
rendered them good for cuil , and 
done them ſo notable ſeruice. It 
is not. that I tolerate any iniuſtice, 
or indignitie, which by the dictamen 
of reaſon, ought to be puniſhed for 
example , No; But in any matter 
which concerneth my own perſon, I 
deigne not ſo much as to ſet a ſtep 
forward, or to charge my memorie 
with it. Where are theſe brainſicks 
who bePeiue euery valiant man,ought 
to 
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to ſuffer nothing : Quite otherwiſe it 
is an argument of an abie, baſe, and 
moſt teeble foule, not to know how 
to ſ{uffer.Cal you that a good ſtpmack, 
which cannot diſgeſt any thing , but 
it muſt inſtantly vomit it vp againe ? 
Icb compared a Couragious man tq 
the Oſftritch who ſwalloweth Iron, 
chalke,nailes, flints, and deriues good 
nutriment out of al, wherewith he is 
fatned, | 

Al the vertues are louing Siſters, & 
never mutually contend with one an 
other, The great mecknes of Elzear, 
hindered him not from punctually 


being a good Iuſticier. Nay he was 


moſt ypright, yearigorous,nor would 
admit his ludges should faile to ren- 
der Iuſtice with al ſeveritie ; Extor- 
tioners continued not Jong vnder 
him; norſoft ſpirits, who ſuffer them- 
ſelues to be corrupted by fauaur , by 
hearing a talking fellow wha flatte- 

| reth 
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xeth them , or an affected one, who 
caſting apleaſing eievpon them, they 
preſently yield themſelues vp , and 
makethe ballance propend either to 
the ſcale of luſt or ambition. Blaſphe- 
mers were punished moſt ſeverely, 
nor were fire- coales ſpared to be laied 
on their tongues.Slanderers, robbers, 
thieues , al this outcaſt vermine was 
banished by the horror of his juſtice, 
whole Eies were veiled. Thoſe, who 
vere to die by the hand of Iuſtice, 
died not til they were put into aſtate 
of ſaluation., He was ſo good , thatif 
anie caytiue wretch would not ſubmit 
to the aduiſe of his Confeſlour, he 
went perſonally to the priſon, and 
tooke the paines toadmonish him, in 
which he was ſo ſupereminent , and 
had ſuch good fortune ouer theſe ma- 
ligne ſpirits, that he mollityed their 
pertinacious hearts , & put them into 
the waie of ſaluation. They who were 
in 
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in priſon for debt, had a good bar- 
gaine of it, if they were poore, hedi- 
ued into his purſe,and paied for them, 
clearing al their debts; As for other 
he coforted them with the third part, 
the moity, yea with the whole ſumme, 
but al very ſecretly, for feare the wic- 
ked might abuſe his bountie , ſtil ho- 


{ . Ping for impunitie of their crimes; 


when goods were confiſcated to him, 
he cauted them to be caried to his cof- 
fers by the fore-gate of rigour,but by 
' the poſterne of his mercie,he ſecretly 
{ental back to the poore widow, and 
the Orphans of the deceaſed. 

He found his fignories much behind 
hand,& his County very rich in actiue 
debts, and poore in paſſue. Al the 
world af ked him, why he did two no- 
table things,wel worthy of memorie. 
Firſt, he made good al the debts due 
from his Lord and father , giuing aſ- 
{urance, he would diſcharge it al as 
the 
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the vttermoſt farthing. Not as the 
moſt part of men, who renounce the 
ſucceſſion , honour , and memorie of 
their parents, and almoſt Humanitie, 
to cut the throate of poore creditours, 
& ſend their children to the hoſpital, 
whilſt they , ( Barbarians as they are) 
make merrie with other men's goods. 
Elzear was a very good huſband, and 
in ſhort time diſcharged al he owed, 
and made his houle very tree. He foiid 
the way how to be a vſurer in good 
ſort, for the ſooner to pay his debts, 
he gaue almes inceſſantly,ſaying God 
had proteſted he would reſtore a hun- 
dred for one,& that the ſpeedieſt way 
to pay his debts was to giue very libe- 
rally. He was not at al deceiued, for 
in that proportion as he gaue to the 
poore, God encreaſchis reuenewes, 
multiplied his goods , and tooke de- 
light to fil his coffers. Th2lecod thing 
he did was daily to giue thankes to 
God 


| 
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God, he had made him Lord of a 
Countie repleniſhed with thornes 
and nettles, to wit with debts, with il- 
willers, with ſuits, with a thouſand 
conteſtations z The Coronet of his 
Countie was not of pearles ſtrung to- 
gether as others, but of thornes enter- 
laced one with in an other;He no {o0- 
ner pulled off one of them , but fowre 
inſtantly ſprouted forth to prick his 
heart & head with a thouſand points, 
Alas! (faied he) It is Gods great mer- 
cie, to powre lo much gal on our 
greatnes, to enterlard our pleaſures 
with ſuch paines and acerbities , that 
ve are enforced, willing nilling, to 
be vexed at ſo wretched a world. Had 
I not long ſince by God's goodnes 
knowne the vanitie of the world,and 
taſted its cruel ſweetneſles, and loath- 
ſome vnſauourines , certainly I were 
here in aplace, where I might haue a 
faire opportunities ta learne , how 


foolish 
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heis who confides inthis world, and 
how vnhappy , whoſocuer ſets his 
heatt vpon it, Iama Count, it is true, 
but of what I pray ? Of Arian ,or ra- 
ther of nothing , of ſuits , and debts; 
I eate my corne before it growes, and 
drinke vp my wine before my vine 
bud, and am at the end of my reue- 
new from the firſt day of the yeare, 
and the intereſts which day & night 
gnay me, and without intermiſhon 
deuoure that ſmal reuenew which my 
predeceſſours for my accomodation 
left me. When weſwimme in delights 
we forget Heauen, and would neuer 
dic, but when we are toiled on euerie 
ſide , then haue we life in ſuffering, 
and Death in defire , and Heauen is - 
the marke whereto our hearts leuel al 
our {ighes, 


of 
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Of his valour in armes , and feates of 
Chiualrie : and of the gouern- 
ment of the Prince, 


CHAP. XIIL. 


HERE 1s nothing 
 couragious,nothing 

dextrous , nothing 

S heroick,, but yertue. 

2 Other may haue 

5 ſome impetuous fu- 

rie like buls, ſome 

r2ge as Lions, ſome craft like foxes; 
but true Courage, and noble genero- 
ſitie of. ſpirit depend without anie_ 
other help, vpon vertue. Fooles be- 
lieue one cannot be fit for armes, it he 
be not wicked, ablaſphemer,villaine, 
; « 
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1 ſauage Arabian : Thele Deuotes (ſay 
they ) are Hipocrites , wretched flug- 
gards , and very Aſh-heapes fit to co- 
uer Cinders,and ſay Pater nofters. Now 
ſhal you ſee this Elzear , who was 
eſteemed a meere Monke , as braue a 
gentleman, as any of his time, yea 
euen in Naples , where it is ſayd Gal- 
lants grow , and where onely the refi- 
ned flower of Chiualrie 1s. 

The King of Naples commaunded 
a feſtiual meeting for his pleaſure , & 
propoſed a prize to anie who {ſhould 
take the ring, running with the beſt 
grace. You might haue ſeena world 
of thoſe ſtrouting gallants, fuch as are 
onely braue to beate the pavement of 
a Cittie,and to corwet a horſe readily: 
The King entreated Elzear to make 
one, and to crack a couple of launces: 
Needs muſt he do it , al the world 
expected to ſee ſome milke-ſop on 
horſe-back, 
He 
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| He came forth on the day appointed 
mounted vponagoodly Coorter,with: 
launce in hand , his helmet al wauing 
with plumes , couched in his ſaddle 
with ſo good agrace;that al men were 
much amazed.. _ ne of the 
trumpet, a thouland of thele braue 
LEE: ran , and that was al, for they 
ſcarcely touchedthe Ring ; ElFear ea- 
gerly pricking iis teedfarward, who 
oamed aboundantly , and flew with 
incredible ſwiftnes; caried thering fo 
ſuccesfully , and ſo often brake his 
launces with ſo good a grace, and per- 
formed ſo many feates of armes, in 
this combat of Courtclie , that al the 
gentlemen with a common conſent 
judged him victowous, and only wor» 
thy of the iewel, and title of a Caual- 
lier. Neuer were theſe Gallants fo 
aſtonished and ashamed,as when they 
ſaw this French man , whom they 
thought to be a very lot z take out of 
theis 
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of their hids ſo noble avictorie. King 
Robert would needs giue him the ors 
der of Knight-hood in great ſtate;He 
mult watch al night in the.Church to 
diſpoſe himſelf thereunto, accordin 
to the old cuſtome of good and aun- 
cient Knights, 

He did it,but with ſuch ſuperabon- 
dance of deuotion, that he was who- 
ly tranſported into God. In the day 
time he ran with men, al the night he 
flew with angels, but ſo wel, that in 
the morning the Court comming 
with athouſand tara-tantaraes of Tra- 
pets, thunder of Drumbes , al the no 
bilitie intriumph, an incredible mur- 
mur;zthe good man heard none of it,ſo 
rapt was he inan Extaſie , inſuch ſort 
that he was faine to be haled and pul- 
led to make him come to himſelt, and 
to finish the ceremonie. O whata gal- 
lant, what a ſoldier of Paradiſe | How+ 
loeuer , the King Knighted himy but, 

; M with 
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with teares of ioy in his eyes, ſeing ſh 
great a miracle with them both , tg 
wit, a young Lord , the flower of 
Knights,ſo goodaſoldier,a Courtier, 
a maried man, a virgin , and a Saint; 
Theſe pieces ſeldome meet in one, 
eſpecially at Court. 

This was the caule,that king Robert 
choſe him among al the Lords of his 
Court to make him gouernour of his 
ſonne Charles,Prince & Duke of Cale 
bria. This Prince was {prightful,confi- 
dent, 8 but too wel vnderſtood his ex+ 
traction : He already had ſuck&in the 

contagious aire of the Court , and 
 tooke delight to breake icaſts, yea to 
vtter grofſſe language , and impure 
words whereat others might laugh, 
and this was termed hbrauerie , and 
polite court-wit. Count Elzear ſeing 
this much libertie was an il preſage in 
the young Prince , diſſembled at firſt, 
fought to gaine credit , and his affes 

tion 
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&ion; he opportunely tooke his time; 
and tuftered not his zeale to breake 
forth, ſufficiently vnderftanding ,that 
indifcretion couered with 'Zeale com- 
mits a thouſand euils , in ſeeking to 
do good. Whenhe ſaw the time very 
fir, and the Princes ſpirit in a good 
tune , having heard himſpeake tome 
flight exorbitancie, he tooke him a- 
part , and ſayd (Sir ) the greatnes of 
Princes is not greatnes , vnles it be 
raiſed on the wings of vertue. To 
fweare, to play the, wag , ſpeake idle 
words , 4s toleratedfor lackeyes and 
horle-boyes , but Princes it infinitely 
abaſeth;wiſe men who heate youdef- 
piſe you in their hearts , fooles who 
through fottiſh aſſentation applaud 
you, in priuate mock at you; They wil 
fay,that to be a Page, you would make 
A prettie youth , but to be a Prince, 
you take not the way. God.hath crea- 
ted you a Prince to commaund over 
wed M2 others 
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others , and to gine him an'account of 
theirdeportmets ! Alas! And how can 
ou ſway others, who cinot rule your 
ſelf? Why the do you paralel your ſelf 
with Court-wags? Thinke you, it you 
entertaine not the feare of God, that 
me wil feare you?If you ſerue notGod, 
can you hope yout ſubiedts may obey 
you? In that meaſure as Kings haue a 
care to honour God,Godlikewile caus 
ſeth their ſubie&s to honour the?T am 
terrifyed, when I in mind reuolue the 
diſaſtrous end of the moſt part of the 
Potentates of the world. Their Hiſto- 
ries are nothing but bloud , murders, 
and horrible tragedies. Y ou may be- 
hold dozens of them choaked, ftraun- 
gled, piſtolld, poiſoned, betrayed , cut 
In quarters, eaten vp aliue , ſodainly, 
and ſhamefully dead. It would grieve 
one to ſee this ſlaughter, Why thinke 
you (Sir) haue they ſo diſaſtrous an 
end,it is becaule their liues were very 
| ful 


*.. 
; + 
”* CL 


Count of Sabra, 173 
ful of ordure, of a thouſand, and a 
thouſand finnes. What, they made in- 
nocents ſuffer , God cauſeth them to 
abide in their turne. It is ſayd, the 
worke of God,is,to proſtrate the great 
who wil not humble themſelues.Vpon 
theſe ſo high erected heads, the ar- 
rowes of heauen fal , and the light- 
nings are ſhotypontheſe magnificen- 
cies,proud and puffed vp with vanity. 
What a cruel heart-breaking would it 
beto me, if I ſaw you (wo is me) to 
live in ſuch ſort : how ſhould I be af- 
frighted,fearing leaſt God should dart 
againſt you the thunder of his iuſt an- 


ger? young Princes thinke , they ſhal 


euer be young , ſtil in bloome perpe- 
tually adored like litle Gods , where- 
vpon they reſigne themſelues ouer to 
al manner of licenciouſnes, death ſur- 
prizeth them on a ſudaine, and with a 
by-blow cutteth off al this greatnes, 
and makes a handful of ſtinking af _ 
(©, 
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of it, I ſpeake not-this with a purpoſe 
to make you a Monke, nor to render 
you ſuperſtitious, inſtead of a brave 
and generous Princezl know a Prince 
ſhould live like himſelfe, and afford 
himſelfe ſome recreation, for honeſt 
paſtime. But how ! can not one laugh, 
without biting his companion? 
Can not one talke vnles he blafſ- 
pheme God and his Mother ? Can 
Kot one paſſe away the time, except 
he do as bruite beafts ? Thinke you 
theſe Neopolitan Lords , like , the 
flight behauiours you haue learnt, 
which fauour of bafenes, and taſt of 
an ale-houſe. Such an one there js 
among your flatterers to applaud you, 
who in his heart wil embrace ſome 
treaſonagainſt you, not belieuing that 
" ſo light an hand can worthily wield 
the ſcepter of N aples & Sicily 5 which 
is ſo weightie. The mouth that muſt 
pronounce Oracles. and decrees both 


of 
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of life and death, ought not tobe pro- 
faned by words vaworthy of a Prince, 
If you wil approach to God, to Ver- 
tue, pietie, valour,and the greatnes 
of a Prince, I wil ſerue you, and ſe- 
riouſly endeauour to make you one of 
the braueſt Princes of the world:But 
if that like you not ( Sir) neuer $shal 


Elzear be ſo baſe as to cooperate to 


your dishonour, 

Thus ſayd the good Count; The 
young Prince felt his heart to be pe- 
netrated, ſo that leaping about his 
neck. Wel, wel, (Sir fayd he) It is yet 
not too late to begin; But (gentle Sr) 
what then muſt I do, and what are the 
perfetions of a Prince of mine age, 
ſuteable to his condition?Theſe words 
opened the heart of Elzear ,and made 
him readily vnfold himfelfe , he then 
made an humble obeyſance, and wel 
neare ſpake theſe golden words, 
worthy to be engrauen in the hearts 


of 
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of al good Princes. 

.-( Sir) the fowre elements \ whereof 
great Princes are compoſed, are-Pics 
tie, Magnanimitie,Iuſtice, Clemtcie: 
The firit to ſerue God ; the ſecond to 
deſtroy the wicked: the third, to do 
no wrong toanie; the fowrth, ” make 
himlſelfe beloued by his ſubies, and 
xholy to gaine the hearts of al the 
world. 

The holy Scripture repreſenteth 
thoſe fowre Vertues voto vs in the vi- 
ſion of Fzechiel, where he deſcribeth 
the treaſure of God ; To wit, the ſoule 
of a good Prince , God's Lieutenant 
general on earth. He ſaw aBul,a Lion, 
an Eagle,a man, or an Angel tyed to- 
gether, and al inuolucd in a Chriſtal : 
That is to fay , that the pietie of his 
innocent hand faczificeth the ſoule of 
a Prince to the glorie of God; Magna- 
nimitie maketh bim a Lion dreadful 
to on God's enemies, and his; for he © 
ks hath 
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hath no other; Iuſtice frames him to 
bea royal Eagle, which clearely ſeeth 
good and euil, and ſparing harmeles 
birds, fals roughly vpon robbers, and 
teareth them in pieces; laſtly clement 
humanitie ſheweth him , as a man ful 
of Courteſie, or rather as an Angel- 
guardian of mankind, butal mult be 
encloſed ina tranſparent Chriſtal of a 
life innocent,and worthy of a Prince, 
who is the flower of Princes, 

A Prince who feareth God, is om- 
nipotent,and ſhould al the earth faile 
him, neuer wil heauen, They who dil- 
patch their affaires and take councel 
without God,are ordinarily vnhappy, 
and early or late their whole fortune 
is ruined. 

I know it is very hard , yea almoſt 
impoſſible, but that a Prince fal into 
many  inconueniencies, and commit 
many faults, abſolute power, vanitie; 


Elatterers , ſtrong occaſions , bloud 
which 
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| which -boileth in their hearts , and 
choller which tranſporteth them , the 
Contagion of the wicked, wherewith 
Courts are filled; Al this oftimes ca- 
rieth them beyond dutie and raiſon; 
I expect not that you be free from 
fault , but that you do not long ſtick 
Vpon it , by heaping one vpon an 
ether. Euerie good feitiual goto con- 
feflion , and the holy Communion, 
the one of theſe Sacraments wil place 
you in the fauour of God, and blot 
out al which is paſtzthe other wil giue 
ftrengthto defend you for the future, 

Haue a care-of God , and God wil 
take care of you. If you feare- him, 
he wil loue.you; If you deſpiſe him, 
he wil overthrow , and vtterly ruine 
y OU, | 

Loue the poore, and God wil mul- 
tiply his fauours ouer your howle, 
When you are angrie, ſpeake not a 
word at that inſtant , otherwiſe you 
vndoo 
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vndoo your ſelfe ; There are more 
Princes ruined by their tongues and 
choller , then by the edge of hoſtile 
ſwords , a word fpoken at random 
makes a hundred heads flie off, and 
cauſeth a thouſand volleys of cannon 
shots. It is much better to ſtifle anger 
ina couragious filence, then in the 
bubbling of bloud, and the torrents « 
of a cruel ſlaughter. 

Neuer do anie thing either through 
eare to braue an other, or through * 
fininordinate loue towards anie; but 
becauſe Vertue, andreafon require it. 
Neuer fauour vitious perſons, nor 
ft your Cott: with the wicked, 
The vertue of others ought to be 
the meaſure of your fauours, and their 
goodnes the only ſcope , and obie&t 
of your benefits, 
Let the moſt vertuous be ſtil the 
beſt welcome to you, if you delire to 
haue a flourishing Court, f 


It 
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It is ſaied few Princes are ſaued, be 
you of that litle number , & free your 
ſelfe from the cruel tirannie of liber- 
tine Tongues , ſcorning theſe ſcum- 
my people , who know nothing but 
the art to mock at vertue, and Chri- 
ſtian-actions , and how to make vice, 
triumph. 

Be ashamed of nothing but euil, ne- 
uer of good ; Happie is that Prince 
who makes trophey of vertue. 

Loue ſuch as loue your good , and 
who giue you wholeſome and ſage 
aduite. A Prince who takes Counlel, 
neuer ſuffers shipwrack , or if he do, 
his reputation neuer goth , and his 
\ honour alwayes preſerues it ſelfe in 

* delpite of tempeſts. 

You muſt hate flatterers, as the pla- 
gue; If you ruine not them , they wil 
you; But this js an oracle; Al Princes 
who belieue ft, find themſelues in 
good plight , they who deſpiſe it , are 

| drenched 


Count of Sabran. 198 
drenched in hideous gulphs:The only 
meanes to eſcape out of the hands of 
theſe cruetly ſweet Syrens , is to 
auoid them. 

Your principal greatnes is to ho- 
nour good men , eſpecially the fer- 
uants of God, and the Prelats of the 
Church : ſo much as you cherish 
them, ſo much wil God powre his in- 
finite mercies on you. Giue to God, 
if you deſire he giue to you;zother wiſe 
it were a shame ſtil to beg of him, and 
neuer torender him ought. 

To lie, ſweare , forſweare , breake 
promiſe, are the vices of ſtirrop-hol- 
ders, and baſe people , but in Princes 
they are kind of facriledge ; nothing 
ſo much abuſeth their greatnes. be- 
fore God and men, as to abandon 
themſetues to theſe weakneſſes, vn- 
worthy their qualitie. 

Remember youare ynder the hand 

of God, as men vnder yours; as 1 
vie 


vie men, ſo God wilyſe you, & know : 
the greateſt Prince of the earth,is bug 
as a filly Butterflie before God. | 

Take heed you follow not counſels 
heddie, and ful of fire; It is termed 
Courage, Zeale, Conſtancie , but to 
ſay truly , it is nothing but precipita- 
tion, and indilcreet feruour. 

To be a great Prince you mult be 
mature and ſerious in-Counſel, propt 
1n execution , and inuincible-1n the 
current of an affaire, without relaxa- 
tion through-intervening difficulties; 

-. "Wicked Princes enter like Foxes; 
Raigne as lions , and die like Dogs; 
but good begin like men, live as An- 
gels, anddieas Saints. Dauid in the ar« 
mie. Salomon in the Church , Moſes in 
ſtate-gouernment;a ſoldier of IEsv$ 
CHRIST, an Emperour among the 
good,a Terror to the wicked,a demy- 
God'on Earth , is the true life of a 
Prince,who defires to be the paragon 
| of 
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of Princes. Ina word , would you be 
a good Prince,and a Maiſter , oues 
men be a good ſcruant of k- v5 

Theſe graue & holy wo#Wlo lively 
touched the heart,ot this yoig Prince, 
that in an inſtant he was ſeen to be 
wholy chaunged; He was nothing but 
modeſtie,but ſweet grauitie;but Cou- 
rage and wonders. 

Al the world preſently ſuppoſed 
the Count of Arian had ſerioutly cons 
ferred with Duke Charles ; who was 
becomethe wiſeſt intheGourt:Meane 
while King Robert went into Provence, 
leauing his ſonne at Naples vader the 
charge of Elzear , who was chiete of 
the Counſel, and diſpatched almoſt al 
the affaires of ſtate. To corrupt himal 
ſaitors made offer vnto him of a thous 
land preſents , goodly Ginets , Tapi 
ſtrie hangings , filuer veſſel, precious- 
ſtones , iewels z pure filuer, verily he 
ſent them back againe with al. ye. 

ric 
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rich preſents, and would neuer actepyy 
a Carolus of .anie man; He held the: 
ballance euer, anda man mult take 
good heMhow he ſtumbled before 
him. He vied to talke to God with a 
pious familiaritie , when he was {ins 
gle alone with him in his cloſet, 
Some harkned to vnderſtand his af- 
fe&ionate colloquies, and one. day 
theſe words were heard; Lord God, 
thou oweſt me much gold, (carlet, & 
precious ſtones , and I reſt aſſured 
thou one day wilt render a hundred 
for one. In the end his ſiſter in lay, 
hauing ouer-heard him fſaied, (Good 
Brother ) what meane you to faie to 
our Lord , he oweth you ſomuch. Ah 
deare ſiſter ( ſaied he) hath not he 
faied , that deſpiſing ſomething of 
worldly riches for him, he would ren» 
der a hundred for one? If we be Ca- 
tholique ; ought not we to belieue 
| him? If ye belicue him not, are we 
Catholiques 


£ Y SS BY  _ mRew - ww=_—m mew SY YW nxﬆXvra Ty __ - 2 


ww TY Is R385 


T 3 + 


Count of Sobran,”” ity 
Gatholiques 2 It was told him there 
were certaine preſents mights be re- 
ceiued with a good Conſcience. It is 
true ( laied he ( but we often begin 
with that which may be, and end with 
that which neither should, nor ought 
to be : Firſt we take the peares, then 
the ſfiluer Baſket wherein they are 
brought, laſtly the Tree and Orchard 
which bare them. When once one is 
allured to take , it is a world of paine 
for him to weane himſelfe from it , & 
quite to leaue it. It is ſo charming a 
thing tobehold growne ina morning 
on our carpets , flowers , fruits ,piſto- 
lets, pearles , that it is a miracle to be 
able to obſeruea iuſt mediocritie the- 
rein. 

One while the wife flattereth and 
faies,it is to her thoſe things were 
given : one while the children faie 


' they are denied that which was meant 


them , ſome time the ſeruants com 
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_ plaine their throtes are cut , by deptis 
uing them of their right, and that ne- 
uer (hal they make a fortune ; when 
once the ſluce is open, the torrent co- 
mes in which ſweeps al and in the 
end cariethal along and becomes Mai- 
ſter of the Maiſter himlelfe. The mil- 
chiefe is, that appetite growes in ea- 
ting ,and we haue ſeen men who in 
the beginning were inexorable, and 
meerly inflexible rocks , who by litle 
and litle , haue been ſo much inuea- 
pled,and tranſported with the Cur- 
rent, that neuer might you ſce anie 
more corrupt. The very Gentiles fai- 
gned, the Gods , although Gods were 
won by preſents, and ſutfered duſt to 
be caſt into their eies at the time 
when ſome fat ſacrifice or rich offe- 
ring Bas put into their hands. The 
only tneanes neuer to do 11, 1s neuer 
to begin : For he who takes, 1s taken, 
- & who ſtretcheth out his hand to the 
gluer | 
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p1ver, yeildeth vp his conſcience to 
indiſcretion. The Torpedo ſuffereth 
himſelfe to be taken , and taketh him 
who tooke him , benumes him , and 
vndoes him; The guift ſtupiheth the 
hand which takes it,and goes direftly 
to the heart; to kil iuſtice in it, moſits 
vp tothe braineto eclipſe reaſon, fa- 
uour for juſtice, euil for good, in ſuch 
ſort that inſenſibly one is from an 
vpright Iudge metamorphized intoa 
bold thiefe , , Yet muſt you afterward 
give thanks to him who hath robbed 
you , and perhaps cut your throte. 
Elzear vnder ſtood nothing of this, 8 
rather deſired to die in an hoſpital, 
and gaine heaven ; then die in gold 
and (carlet, and finke into hel, whi- 
ther euil ludges go. Behold my re- 
ſolution, and tome ſpeake not other- 
Wile; 
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Of his Charitie, Faith , and Deotion, 


CHAP. XIV. 


7 S guiſts no longer bare 
SF {way in Court & Coun- 
2 ſel; ſo the atfaires of the 
" Poore began to be much 
ev®D forgotten, and condem- 
ned to eternal delayes. One would 
haue thought when he ſaw poore ſui- 
tours, he beheld Fantoſmes, and ſpec- 
ters; This ſcared my Maiſters $ They 
were termed ſawcie, troubleſome, & 
contentious people, they were not 
good enough to be caſt out to foot- 
boyes and dogs. Out Alas!That where 
Gaine is dead,Charitie ſhould be fick, 
and poore Inſtice much out of order: 
oP _ 


Count of Sabran weg 
This pierced the good Count's heart, 
and made him relolue to do a moſt 
memorable Act ; He ſought out the 
Duke, he complained to him, and 
ſhewed him. the nobleſt title of a 
Prince was to be the Protectour of the 
oore , fince God was their father; 
That he would be pleaſed at his hum- 
ble ſuit, to furniſh him with a new 
Office, to wit, to make him Aduocate 
of the poote, and to be their Agent 
in Court. The Duke embraced him & 
Kiſſed him. O the Goodnes of God 
( fayd he) hartily laughing , what an 
office beg you ( Count Elzear ) and 
what kind of fauour you wil haue no 
competitours in this Ambition, and I 
am confident that men wil more pit- 
tie, then enuie you. Go to, I admit al 
youdeſire of me and recommend the 
poore of this Kingdome vnto you, 
Elzear made a low reuerence, and 
thanked him moſt hartily, For this 
et 
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purpoſe he cauſed a great bag of pur. 

le veluet to be made according to 
the faſhion then in vſe, and paſling 
through the towne receiued the ſuits 
of the poore, which he put into it,and 
neuer ceaſed, vntil he had giuen an- 
{were toal their requeſts. 

This newes being {pred through al 
the Citty of Naples, and the whole 
Kingdome; Imagine with your ſelfe 
what armies of the poore came to be- 
ſiege him. Whereloeuer he went , he 
met with worlds of them; He was bet- 
ter waited on then the King, fo great 
was the throng , that ſcarce could the 
preſſe be broken through to afford him 
paſſage. Al cried out alowd for ioy, 
ſeing this noble perſonage with this 
great bag, a cheereful countenance, & 
a ſoule ful of comiſeration , receiuing 
grievances , taking petitions, ſowing 
Almes , comforting al the world ; He 

{ſeemed the Toſeph of this Egipt, & the 
ICU+ 
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Lieutenit of the Sauiour of the world, . 
He tooke paine,to perfedtthe il pennd® 
petitions , which theſe poore people 
had preſented to him,he opened them 
to the Countehy he pleaded for them, 
he was ProGter, Aduocate, Maiſter of 
the Requeſts, Councellor of State, in- 
deed al kind of offices in fauour of 
theſe miſerable creatures. But that 
which is admirable,he did al this with 
a mery countenance, he pleaded with 
ſo much Rhetorique from heauen, 
he found ſuch figures of Paradiſe, and 
ſuch flowers'of ſweet elocution bo- 
rowed from charitie,and from an Elo- 
quence ſo Seraphical , & thundering, 
that he in a manner preuailed in al his 
cauſes. Doubt you not but that amogſt 
al theſe matters ſome indiſcretions 
happened, extreme want takes away 
iudgement, and the poore wretches 
thought to haue licence to thruſt in 
euery where ,at al times , and __ 
a 
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... al perſons : They haue nothing iti 
 =-their heads,but this: they thinke there 
is not'any thing vnder heauen els to 
be done: One day among the reſt it 
fel out,a.poore youths xrily moſt 
indiſcreet,being ſtolne his cham- 
ber,and ſeing him waſhing his hands, 
to ſet down at the Table. Ah (Sir) 
cries he out,you go to feaſt, whilſt my 
Poore ſuit is forgotten; your Excel- 
lencie promiſed , I ſhould this day 
haue a diſpatch , ſee what it comes to, 
Certainly (deare freind) ſayd the-holy 
man,you ſay true,nor ſhal the day ſlip 
hence, til I haue performed my pro- 
miſe. Dinner , Table-Companie , al 
was left, he ran haſtily to the Dukes 
pallace, did the buſines of the poore 
man,brought back his petition ſigned, 
put it into the hands of the youth; 
waſhed his hands againe, ſat downe at 
the Table, and neuer did eate with a' 
| better ſtomack,then after this new re- 
F.. teftion, 
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fetion , which God had ſent him by a 
the hand of this poore man. Who cant 


be able to recount the,infigigg@mun-"" * 

bers of tuch Ads af heroica , St: ? 

performeg "£1 b rai . \ GE Cc pe. 
Nay h@palied* Such farth , for he 


was not content to Diſpatch the affai- 
res of widowes and orphans, but ſeing 
them in neceſſitie, he gaue them whe- 
rewith to liue , whilit their ſuit de- 
pended; after he had taken much P2i- 
nes for them, he condemned hemſelte 
to the disburſment , aud gaue large 
almes out of his own purſe , and in- 
terceded for them as if they had been 
his proper entrailes , and own chil- 
dren. Certaine Widowes came from 
Sicilie to Naples with their {i Qirle Or- 
phans; their abode in that place to 
ſollicite their affaires , and their ordi- 
narie expence had wholy conſumed 
their meanes, they proſtrated them- 
{clues before the Count , who tooke 
pittie 


m— 
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_ Pittie of them, and cauſed them to be 
furnished with al things neceſlarie, 
"*with.aaſ{peakcable Charitie. Cour- 


ertotflig thouſand Court-(coffs 
albedo like fo: 
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manie Mows, and" mmne called 
him, the Aduocate of beggers , the 
Agent of Vagabonds , the King of 
Hoſpitals , the Emperours of needie 
Rogues , and failed not to breake a 
thouſand ieaſts vpon al his innocent 
actions, and particularly mocked at 
him that his boſome was perpetually 
ſtuffed with petitions of the poore, 
The moſt daring of them ſaied euen 
to himſelfe ; (Sir ) what yearely pen- 
{10ns haue you from your great Cliets? 
That he muſt needs be rich with the 
preſents his fa&tion gaue him; That 
he was the beſt attended , and moſt 
honourd Lord of the Court. It istrue 
his liveries were ſomewhat ragged, 
and his followers nothing wel m_ 
The 
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The holy man did onely ſmile at it, 


& ceaſed not to proceed in his courſe; 


He often reſolued within himſfelfe: 
this ſpeach of our Sauiour TE $ys- 


| CHRIST; What you do to the least of 


| theſe poore wretches , I wil allow of it , as 
done to my ſelfe, So that he ſerued the 


poore , With as gooda wil as if he had 


| ſeen IgESvs-CHRIST, before his 


cies , and felt an incomparable con- 
tentment in this noble employment, 
which he eſteemed more precious, 


then the Conqueſt of an abſolute Mo- 


narchie. 

His faith was ſo lively , ſo ſolid and 
conſtant, that nothing could be more. 
Abuſes of the Church , ſcandalized 
him not, nor caſt on his togue a thou- 
ſand vnbridied liberties, or words 
bold and ſcandalous. He infinitely re- 
verenced the Pope, the Cardinals, the 
Paſtours, the Religious, & would not 


ſuffer that any man in his preſence 
ſhould 
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ſhould ſpeake il of them. They ars 


#2 thoſe (ſayd he) through whoſe handz 
| God diſtilleth on ys his bloud and fa 


uours.,fine@he pleaſeth to maker 
of them; we may fecriue the benefie | 
which God wil beſtow oft vs by them | 
Find we not the water of a fountaine, 
which runneth through the throte of 
2 Dragon, of a Lion, of abraze Satyxe, 
as taitful , as that which ſtreameth 
through the mouth of an Angel of 
white marble. What euil doth the 
euil ſeruant, when the Lord is good? 
When Embaſſadours are ſent hither 
to the Court from Princes, we take 
no heed of their perſons , to wit, 
whither they be Turks , Barbarians, 
Atheiſts, Wicked ; it is ſufficient they 
bring: vs good newes, rich preſents; 
and that the King our maiſter be wel 
ſerued. And as concerning that whicty 
Delphina ſayd , that we ſometirpes ſee 
certaine things , which voul? our 
| oules,, 
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; 
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ſoules, and murther Faith : He ſayd 
(Deareſt ) I feel my ſelfe by the mer- 
cieof God, ſo ſtedfaft in my faith, yea 
God hath giuen me ſo forcible and li- 


| uely lights, that should the Pope, the 
| Cardinals , & al Eccleliaſtiques turne 


Ottomans al men become Apoſtateas, 
ea Mounſieur Francs Mairon at this 
preſent the Oracle of Theologie , or 
ſhould my good Confeſſour Tohn Iu- 
lian , and my gouernefle Garſendare- 
turne from the other world , nay the 
whole world preach the contrarie: I 
would not forgo the leaſt point of it. 
Yealet me go ſome what farther, 
were wicked Antichriſt in the world 
making al ſwim in bloud , and were al 
the diuels vnfettered, and were I to 
ſuffer a thouſand deaths , and a thou- 
ſant Martirdomes , I find my heart ſo 
ſetled, ſo vnshaken, that nothing in 
the world , might be able anie thing 
at al to terrifie my beleite , or make - 
me 


198 The life of S.Elzgar, 
me wauer inmy faith. Let Ecclefiafty. 
ques ſuffer themſeclues to be damned 
if they wil; Let the Pope turne Turk, 
{oI be ſaued, and inuiolably preſerue 
the faith I promiſed to God , how can | 
al this hurt-me 2? It is not of me of 
whom God wil take account of its let 
euerie one be ſaued, who may ? I shal 
not be damned for them, nor they a- 
ued for me ; Euetie one is there for 
himſelfe , nor can we herein haue a 
ſubſtitute, everie one in his own per- 
ſon muſt appeare, and be diſcouered 
to the light. From this lively faith 
aroſe al the vertues of this great man, 
as it is faied from the raiabow coms 
meth the rock-Chriſtal , with which, 
you may make what precious ſtone 
you liſt. This may be vnderſtood by 
a letter he ſent to his deare Wife : For 
She one daie perceiuing he {ejourned 
very long at Montpeliers in Languedock 
of purpole ſent a gentleman to know 
. the 
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the true ſtate of his health , and wrot 
two or three words, witneſſing her 


tender reſentment of his ſo long ab- 
ſence. To which he thus anſwered, 
(Delphina my deare Spoule ) be not 
troubled at me, for thanks be to God, 
Iamin very good health. If you de- 
fire conſtantly to find me, and ne- 
uer faile,ſeeke me in the open wound 
of Chriſt's fide; for there my heart ordi- 
narily reſideth , nearethe heart of my - 
Maiſter ; You $shal find me no where 

els, and trouble not your ſelfe to ſend 

toleeke me in anie other place. 

Neuer did the world ſee ſuch a Cour- 
tier who had his bodie perpetually in 
the perplexities of Court, & his heart 
ever in the heart and wound of I gsvs 
CHRIST crucified, His Confeſſours 
likewiſe were amazed to behold the- 
purity of his heart, and that he con- 
tracted neither the duſt nor ordure of 
the Court, The liuely rayes of the ſun 

TW penes 
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penetrateth through mire &thorneg 
and commeth torth more pure then it 
entred in; This 1s the. true Symbole 
of Elxears conſcience. 

Ona time being vpon the Mediter- 
ranean fea, returning to Marſeilles, 
with his wife and familie , a cruel 
ſftorme raiſed the ſea waues , which 
made the Marriners looſe courage,but 
much more the women, and others: 
The fore-ſaile was caried away by 4 
blaſt of wind ,the maſt battered , and 
by-the tempeſt al ſhiuered, the poore 
veſſel crackt in euery quarter, & ope- 
ning on each {ide began to leake; The 
image of death was ſeen to glide a- 
long before their eyes, and the moſt 

confident thought they ſhould dye, 
' among the vehement outcries of ſilly 
Women, the clamours of Marriners, 
and a thouſand Vowes, which deſ- 
paire drew out of their hearts. Eltear 
neither changed colour nor ſpeachy, 

he 
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he fo hartilydiſpolſed himſelf to praier: 
that he made the tempelt to difſolue, 
and God hearing his good feruant ; 
thruſt the poore ſtorme-beaten {hip 
dire&ly into the hauen. When al were 
in ſafetie, he ſharpely reprehended 
thole who ſo litle confided in God, 
they being ſo ſhamefully abandoned 
to the terrour of death. Delphina ſpake 
for al: Alas! (Sir) ſayd ſhe;They who 
were more couragious then we, were 
affrighted as we, and in good truth, I 
know not any man in the world, who 
trembleth not in ſuch a ſtorme, and to 
behold an Abiſſe opened before his 
eyes. (Lord God) and how Sir were 
not you afraid to periſh,ſeing the vio- 
lent rage of the tempeſt ? 

To which Elxear (miling replied, 
afraid ? and of what ? Of the ſea., of 
death , and furious billowes ? Is not 
God, as wel God on the ſea, as land? 
Doth not he equally commaund ouer 
O the 
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- the ſtormes & Calmes of the OcearÞ 
What care I whither I die on the lan 
or ſea, ſince I muſt needs die: I had' 
as lief fishes deuoure me, as wormes' 
gnay me; If our time be come, would: 
weauoid it ? Canwe decline it by our 
exclamations and foolish teares; 
Thinke you by ſounding an alarme to 
ſcar death? If the diuine Prouidence 
wil take vs onthe ſea, it is good to 
die, ſo it be between the armes of 
God : Now that you may know why 
I feared not death; I wil tel you, itis 
a fauour from God , but yet very par- 
ticular ; ſo ſoone as I ſee anie danger, 
I eiaculate my heart to God , and ſay 
to him (Lord ) If needs ſome muſt 
perish , I humbly beg it may be thy 
poore ſeruant, I deſerue it more then 
anie other, and am willing alone to 
ſuffer the iuſtice of thy wrath; ſpare 
others, the meaneſt of them wil much 
better ſerue thee, then wretched El- 

REAT 
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aear, Elxear alas | So vograteful to 
thee, and fo miſerable , that he can 
do no ſeruice worthy of thee. Behold 
me (O God ) readie for life , for 
death, for anie thing may pleaſe thee, 
Alas! Nay , infinitely happie if thou 
vouchſateſt to take the paines to cha 
ſtice a miſerable finner. So ſoone as 
I haue pronounced theſe words , I 
; | feel my courage lo fortified , thatno« 
* | thing is able to terrifie my ſoule, 
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PE ELELEEESS 


Of his humility, indifferent in al thing 
| and bu Uifories. 


ERHAFT. Xa 


SoVLE truly humble, 

A is a real Phenix, nay ſo- 

'| mething morerare,when 

* It is in great honours , & 

YR eſpecially at court,where 

humility is eſteemed meere doltiſh- 

nes, or want of {pirit:If one affe& not 

greatnes, if ene ſtand not nicely vpon 

his reputation, euen to the point of a 

needle for teare of contempt, he hath 

no courage; This point of honour loo- 

ſeth al honour, yea many times the 
ſoule it ſelfe. 

Elxear Yas moſt humble, but no 

th whit 
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whit eitherbale or cowardous, he knew 
wherein the true point of honour con- 
ſiſted , and failed in no part of it , he 
vnderſtood where the-point of humi- 
litie was , and was very ambitious of 
itz neuer oftended he any man:He was 
the flower, the grace, and whole ho- 
nour of the Court;neuer was he heard 
to ſlaunderany man; if the renowne 
of men abſent were traduced,he ſtrog- 
ly defended them, & made him who- 
loeuer he were to looſe his aime, He 
extenuated not the praite giuen to 
others but willingly added taereunto, 
but with a ſingular grace, and free 
from affecation ; He in his own heart 
accounted him(ſelfethe greateſt ſinner 
inthe world , not that he made shew 
of it in his diſcourſe , wel knowing 
that manie with lips humble them- 
ſelues very lowly , but the heart-be+ 
lies the tongue, and much troubled 
yould tiicy be , were telifeioned, 
They 
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They are Bals throwne to the ground 
to rebound the higher. That which 
aſtonished his Confeflours was, that 
they proteſted in his general Confel- 
{1ons, they could neuer perceiue one ' 
ſole mortal ſinne, and in his ordina- 
rie confeſſions he-lo much aggrauated 
his leaſt venial ſinnes, & powred forth 
ſo many teares, that it was a wonder 
to behold, whence he could deriue fo 
profoiid an humilitie,hauing his ſoule 
ſo pure, and endowed with fo excel- 
lent perfec&tions. Fooles imagine an 
humble man can haue no courage! 
Simple that they are ! Nay it is much 
otherwiſe, for to ſay truly,there is not 
anie one couragious , but he who is 
really humble. No more did Elzear 
teare death, or blowes, the shadowes; 
whereas manie times theſe mad Or- 
landos, who are Lions in peace, proue 
very reedes in warr. There happened 
differences between the Emperout 
Henry 
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Henry the ſeauenth , who rauaged al 
Ttalie, and King Robert ; Pope Clement 
the fift ought to accord them, but ne- 
uer would Henry harken to See then 
Tzalie couered al ouer with ſwords and 
ſoldiers,king Robert, ſent Tohn his bro- 
ther, and Count Elzear, to com- 
maund ouer his armie ; two pitcht 
battels were fought , al by the dire- 
ion , & ſage counſel of Elzear , who 
was {o bleſt by God , that he alwaies 
got the victorie, and won the field: In 
the heate of fight he ſeemed a Thun- 
derbolt of warr,for he performed ſuch 
feates of armes, he cut off ſo manie 
heads and armes, he fo brauely anima- 
ted his ſoldiers, that al men amazed; 
ſaied, Lord God, is this the man , w# 
tooke for a sheep , behold him like an 
enraged Lion; nay is not this he, who 
we thought could not dray forth his 
ſword; but behold , a Real Alexander, 
a ſtroke of Thunder , which turneth 
toply- 
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toply-turvey al it encanmrerd ? Now! 
the batteh was very bloudie, and the! 


torrents, of bloud , ran Croſſe the 
fhelds Fe, the Carcaſes along; 
by heapeMAl menapplauded the holy 


Cont,there was nothing but lowd cries 
of Comfort, which cleft the aire with 
a thouſand & a thouſand voices, Long 
live Elzear,long live theholy Captai-« 
ne; king Robert knew not how to con» 
gratulate him , nor with what to 
crowne him ; He thought togiue hinr 
rich preſents, but the holy man tooke 
them with one hand, not to offend 
the King, and with the other diſtribu- 
tedthemal among the poore. 

He had two great {cruples after he 
ectired into his cloſet , one vpan his. 
juſt feare leaſt ſo manie praiſes might 
haue cauſed vanitie in him, and not 
{criouſly enough to haue aſcribed the 
glory of the battel to the great God 
of Hoaſts, ſole Authour of V icories. 

| The 
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The other, leaft in ſo mighty an effu- 
fion of bloud , and among ſo manie 
maſſacres, ſome anger might haue ap- 
peared, ſome {mal touch of reuenge, 
a litle cruelty, and other like milita- 
ry imperfe&tions;Whereupon he shed 
ariuer of ſcalding teares, af king for- 
giuenes of God, whilſt being in this 
2gonie , heard a voice which fayd; 
Ceaſe Elxear, ceaſe to afflict thy ſelf, 
for thy ſinnes are forgiuen thee, but ' 
know the feruor of armes , hath ſo 
throughly heated thee in thy harnes, 
and ſo much tranſported thee , that 
thou wentſt very neare to haue loſt m 

fauour by falling into mortal ſinne;ſo 
difficult it is in theſe military matters 
vel to gard, and throughly to arme 
the heart. The holy man was troubled 
in mind, vnderſtanding the daunger 
he fel into, and beſought God rather 
to chaſtize him in this world, then in 
the other : it was no ſooner ſpoken, 
then 


2i0 Thelife of $, Elzear, _ 
then effefted, for he was aſſailed by 
ſo ſharp a feauer , and ſo ſcortched 
that he complained not, but ſvyeetly 
ſayd, he thought he lay betvveen two 
beds of fire. Among thele, horrible 
torments he recited the: Miſerere mej 
Dew from the bottome of his heart, 
and moiſtned it with a Torrent of tea- 
res; you would haue imagined he had 
beenby an inviſible, but notan inſer 
ſible hand , which ſcourged him al the 
time of the Miſerere. Then a gracious 
voice was likewiſe heard, which faied, 
fince youentertaineſo ſenſible griefe; 
Al your finnes( Elzear) are forginen you, 
in the meane ſpace he was ſurprized 
with a ſoiid {leep, & at his awakening 
felt himlelfe perfe&ly recouered. Al 


his paines ſeemed a dreame,yet did he 
notably obſetue that ſpeach, and en- | 


graued it very deep in his heart, that 
he might haue loſt God's grace in the 
heate of battaile, and by converſing 


among 
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amongſt ſoldiers. This ſharpely” pe- 
netrated his foule, that he no longer 
loued anie thing but ſolitude, fearing 
the companie of the wicked might 
cauſe him to ſuck in the contagious 
breach of their vices, Good God , if a 


man wholy God's, with ſo manie pre- 


cautions , with ſuch aboundance of 
graces,in ſo short a time hazarded his 
ſaluation , in ſo iuſt a yarre, with ſo 
infinite care of conſcience; What may 
the moſt part of men hope, who ſo 
negligently preſerue their foule, nay 
who je eaſily abandon it, and reſigne 
it ouer asa prey to rauenous paſſions, 
which gnaw them aliue, & drag them 
tothe dunghil of vices. That which 
ſtil detained him at Court was the de- 
ſire he had,to paie al his fathers debts, 
and to ſet his ſtate free, and diſcharge 
his conſcience; Which he ſoone did, 
and told his Zadie, that fo ſfoone as he 
ſhould 
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ſhould be quite of men, he ſhoul4 
not long continue inthe world. That 
if God graunted him longer lite, he 
would-retire to his own houſe, whol 
to giue himſelfe to God , auoid the 
conuerſation of great men and Lords, 
which is a burning fire, and a very 
labyrinth , wherein once engaged, 
one hath al the troubles!of the world 
to get out of it, and be ſaued. 
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Hi tourney to Paris, and Embaſſage 
to the Kmg;, Uvith a great 
ſcandal which happened. 


CHAP, XVI. 


SE olododlo! NG. Robert defirous to 
no marie Duke Charles his 
'E < ſonne, found not any al- 
Yu liace vader heauen more 


worthy then with thg 
crowne of Fraunce. Theſe lillyes are 
{o beautiful, that Salomon-in al his ma- 
gnificence, is not ſo admirable, as the 
leaſt of theſe golden flowers ſprinkled 
with ſkie colour. He then deſired to 
haue a Virgin of the Royal bloud of 
Fraunce , to giue her to his ſonne the 
heire of his Crownes. To which pur- 


poſe 
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Poſe he choſe out Count Elzear for: 
this noble-Embaſlage. You may wel 
ſuppole it was not without a thouſand: 
excuſes, and native Decorums : For 
indeed the holy man was not very fot- 
ward in matter of mariage , pomps, & 
{uch magnificencies,nay rather it was 
adeath to him. The King perſiſted in 
his reſolution, & needs muſt he bend 
that way , and ſwallow the pil, which 
though gilded, was copoled of worm- 
wood, moſt bitter to the good Count. . 
There was appointed him a Princely 
Equipage, a Royal traine, and a ſtats 
worthy of a King. Al the Lords much 
deſired tobe of his followers,that they 
mighit ſee the Court of Frawnce, and 
behold the French gallants , who ſubs 
ſcribed not in any thing to the Aun« 
cients ſo'much vaiited. He then tooke 
along with him the Bower of the no+ 
bilitie of Naples , and appeared in 
Frannce like a litle King. One cannot 

relats 
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relate the entertainement which the 
French King gaue him , and al the 

reat ones of the kingdome, as wel 
tor loue of the King who had ſent 
him, as alſo for his own particular 
worth , and the ſanditie of his life: 
Beſides he had a manner of treatie ſo 
attrative, that he rauished the hearts 
of thoſe, with whom he had occaſion. 

There was nothing but feaſts vpon 
feaſts , and thrice happie was he who 
could haue my Lord Embaſlador in his 
houſe. He was entertained likea King, 
and followed like a Saint, andthat in 
Paris where God knowes whether 
ſuch things be welcome or no , and 
whither they throng to ſee ſuch kind 
of nouelties: But there hapned a very 
great ſcandal in his own perſon,which 
was like to mar al :- For as he went 
through the Cittie waited on by a 
world of Lords, it fel out that paſhng 
through Saint James his ftreet 
they 
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they met a Prieſt who caried” the 
blefled Sacrament to a ſick. mad | 
Al,proſtrated themſelues : on theif 
knees withamuch edification , and: the 
greateſt Lords bowed to the eatth 
almoſt in the Kennel. Count Elxear; 
who was held for a Saint made n6 
Shew, and ſcarcely put his hand to his 
hat not heeding the Prieſt , nor what 
he caried. Good God, what a ſcandal} 
Al Pars was quickly poſleſled of this 
indignitie.Courtiers who thinke they 
haue wel diflembled al their mil- 
chieffes when they can find any fault 
in them , who are accounted Demy- 
Saints , God knowes how much they 
aggrauatedthis Act, & what hideous 
Sloſſes they made vpon it. Is this the 
great Saint of Prouence 2 ſee here 
goodly miracle to be put:into his Ci# J* 
nonization. Behold our Saints, wh# 
ſay ſo many beades, yet vouchſafe not | 
to-adore the blefled Sacrament.” - 4 


”e : ; 
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..The people of Pars ſpake thereſt, 
and aſked whither this Embaſſadour 
yere not an Heretique (there were 
none ſuch knowne in Fraunce, at that 
time wholy Catholique ) or whither 
he were a Turke, or what? How fayd 
they, & are the goodmen of his Coſi 
trey,{o bad Chriſtians, as not to adore 
Teſus-Chriſt as he paſſeth along? What 
kind of Saint is this,who belieues not 
in God? Yet is proclaimed to vs a 
great Saint, O God of heauen ! What 
a Saint? who ſcandalizeth al Paris,and 
deignes not ſo much as to reuerence 
the holy Hoaſt: Whilſt our Princes, 
yho are of much greater worth do jt, 
yeathe King and Queene.Good God, 
what ſaied they not. The King pre- 

' ſently was advertiſed of it, and much 

| wondred, but for honour ſake made 

'no ſhew of it : Yet needs would he 

' ynderſtand what this noueltie meant, 
My Lord Bishop of Paris in his turne 
| P made 
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| | made 4 feaſt for Count Elzear;, all 
the whale Count ; After dinnerk 
taoke him alide/, and ſmiling ſaied$ 
(Sir )I pray what ceremonie is vet 
at Naples when the bleſſed Sacrament 
paſſeth by ? I should be glad to ynder- 
ſtand it from-you f Althe world (an- 
ſwered he ) proſtrateth on the earth 
when irpaſſethalong , and the King 
himſelfe would be much troubledyo 
have failed therin. We do itat Pai 
(ſaieth the Bishop) and I wil ſpeaks 
freely to you, We haue been not 3 
litle amazed to fee al men bow'oh | 
their knees before the holy Pix ; and 
youalonenot todo it : But I fully bes 
lieue; they. are euil tongues , which 
cauſeal theſe falſe rumorstobef} Hh 
Falſe Rumours? ſayd the Count, the 
is nothing more true; & I had rath&$ 
haue died, then done otherwiſe, an& 
I muſt tel you that I am confident,hat® 


I doneſo ; I had been an- Idolater.'F 
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any mfn were terrified it was the 


ee, Prelat,wha durſt riot replie, 
fearing leaſt he might abaſh him in 
his own houſe. But the Count ſpeak- 


ing ſoftly , the Lords who knew the 
ſecret drew neate, and being deſirous 
to vnderftand what was fpoken, were 
told the ſpeaches which paiſed- be» 
tyeen them. (Sir) layd.ane among 
them, you were thought to be a Saint 
yhen you came hither : but we are wel 
pleaſed, that you are become like one 
of vs, and fo they ſought to paſle it 
over with a cleanly jeſt z al which 


| time the holy Countzno, no,Gentle- 


man , fayd he,the matter wil not reſt 
ſo; Jf I cannot giue you good exams 
br ,at leaſt I wil not fcandalize you, 

Lord Bishop of Paris, 1 entreate 
You caufe the Prieſt to be fent for his 


3 ther on whom. this queſtion raeth 2 


44 before I go hence it is fit you yndouhs 


py know the truth of the waver, 
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| They tatt with al ſpeed tolccke hin 
behold he comes much wondering tg 
ſee himſelfe in ſuch compaaie , and 
much the rather, for that he could not 
imagine what would be demaunded 
of him. The Count ſpake preſently 
and fayd (Sir) I haue entreated my 
Lord your Paſtour to ſend for you, 
to the end you might plainly tel him, 
what you lately caried to the lick 
man in the Pix and that you may 
not wrong your ſelfe, we know the 
truth of the matter , wherefore inge- 
nuouſly confeſſe it. The poore Preiſt, 
became as white as ſnow,and thought 
he ſhould faint, nor was his tongue 
able to vtter ſo much as two words, 
The Biſhop imagined the good man 
was terrified to behold himſelfe en- 
compaſſed with the prime Lords of | 
the Kingdome, who al fixed their 
eyes on him, and ſayd, why anſwere 
you not to my Lord the Count, who 


doth 
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foth you the honour to ſpeak to you? 
Behold aboundant teares began to di- 
ſtil from his eyes,{o that not replyin 

at al, he fel on both his knees. (Sir 
I moſt humbly craue pardon: Pardon? 
ſayd the Biſhop , what is the matter, 
what offence haue you given : Al men 
much aſtoniſhed, opening eyes and 
eares expected to heare ſome nouelty, 
{Sir ) ſayd the poore man, fince we 
ought to giue glory to God & Truth, 
I muſt confeſſe a diſaſter is happened 


to me , which no lining man could 


know, had it not been that God re- 
vealed it to my Lord Embaſſadour. A 
merchant had been at confeſſion with 
me, who much preſſing me to bring 
him the bleſſed Sacrament,lI told him 
plainly ,:I might not ; for he being 
bound to reſtitution of ſomethin 

which he owed, and loth todo it,I re- 
puted him not inthe ſtate of ſaluation, 
nor fit to receiue the precious body of 
our 


»22  Thelift of $. Elztar, * 
our Saulour , his Kindred came i 


threatned me in my houſe and with 
lowd words proteſted, if ſo I ſcandal. 
zed their houſe, & family,they would 
vndoybtedly do me ſome affront , and 
attempt vpon my life, ( why ſhould 
tel a lye)I was afraid, I confeſſe, and 
feare being an il Councellour vpon 
one fide, I replied not to wound my 
conſcience, and on the other likewiſe 
not to haue my bodie wounded, or to 
be in daunger of worſe. I put an Hoaſt 
not conſecrated into the holy Pixe, 
for the bleſſed Sacrament , and verily 
It was nothing but a fine vnleauened 
wafer , and now behold the vndenia- 
ble truth, whereof I , with ioyned 
hands crave pardon. I pray aske not 
whither al theſe Lords were much 
abashed or no , for they looked one 
vpon another, like men dropped out 
of the clouds, and were ashamed they - 
ſorashly had cenſured the holy Count, 
| *E who 


; 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| Virgin of Fraunce, to affic her in the 
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who they ſaw. had had a moſt particu- 


revelation from God , of a ſecret, 
which ſcarcely Angels know. Al of 
themasked him forgiuenes,andeſtee- 
med him as a Saint : The Bishop of 
Paris moſt affetionately embraced 
him, and letthe King , and thewhole 
City 'of Paris vnderſtand what had paſ- 
ſed: He no longer was looked on as 2 
Count of Provence , but asa Saint of 
Paradiſe , What was done with the 
Prieſt is nothing pertinent to the 
courſe of this Hiſtorie. This accident 
greatly encreaſed the reputation of 
this divine Embaſſadour, ſo that he 
obtained of Charles the fourth. al he 
demaunded, and moſt worthily Acqui- 
ted himſelfe in his charge. He vvas a 
Sun in the Court of France, and 2 
true mirrour of Goodnes : But Alas } 
Hovv admirable are the Councels of 
God , vyhilſt he came to ſeeke for a 


nameg 
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game of the Duke his Maiſter;he mawd 
ched himſelfe toa ſharp feauer,which 


cauſed him. to eſpouſe both a Tomb, 
and Death. | 


A Summarie of b hs Uwvl, his "" 
ficknes, hi happic end , and 


rorments in the agomes 
of Death, 


CHAP. XVII. 


VH1LsT Man liues, it. 
[7 is the mouth that for the 
eh) moſt part ſpeaketh , and) 
hn [4N 6 which many times -be- 
4 ERL-LS P> traycth, & giues the lye 
tothe heart;but when Death doth a 
proach it is. the heart which ſpeakes, 
and the conſcience that articulates the 


words 
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words. Neuer is a man better knowne, 
then when he is to die, or mourneth 
"| atbis death, & hath not any thoughts 
| but for Eternity. So likewiſe the laſt 
words are held for the Oracles of the 
ſoule, and wils (to fay truly ) are the 
precious reliques of our paſſed life, 
Some men ſpeake like Saints, when 
they are neare to death , but Saints at 
that time diſcourſe like Seraphins,and 
their laſt ſpeaches are comonly wards 
of fire, and golden ſentences worthy 
of Eternitie. A man ful of vertue,and 
Piety , did me the fauour to let me ſee 
S. Elxear's wil, pieces moſt neceſlarie 
to perfe& the Hiſtorie of his life; I 
wil here render you the 1uice & matr- 
roy. of them, to auoid a thouſand re- 
petitions , a thouſand vncouch phra- 
ſes, and a thouſand perplexities and 
ſubtilities, neceſſarie to auoid ſuits, 
but voprofitable for Hiſtorie : Before 
| Lopen the matter, I conjure you whe 

| read 
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ſown this , if you be able to make-x 
Wil, imitate-thegoodnes of the holie 
Copzt , and ſealonably to provide for.® 
your affaires, and make cleare the ac+ 
counts of your paſſed life. So not like 
thoſe fooles, who expects the laſk 
breath of their life to make theix 
Wils , when their ſoule is on the 
brinke of their lips, and Death alreas 
die, harboured in the reſt of the bo» 
die,when they no longer haue ſpeach, 
ſpirit ,knowledge , memorie , or 1ud- 
gment; yea ſcarcely fir&gth tobreath, 
then js the time when they diſpoſe 
of their affaires , and open the em- 
broiled folds, and labyrinths of their 
life , from whence, being in good 
bealth, 8& ful vigor of age, they could 
Dot haue iflued forth without ſweas 


| - ting bloud and water : Howloeuer, 


they performe it crookedly and crol- 
fly, and manie times words muſt be 
wrong out of their mouths, and they © 
Ie” made 
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made to ſpeake and ſeale , what they 
_ vnderſtand not, and_on which they 
neuer dreamed: Then they make their 
confeſſion not knowing what they 
faie, and it muſt be imagined 'what 
they would faie, and very often nei- 
ther themſelues , nor the poore Cons 
feſſour know where they are. Then 
Death comes , and God knowes how 
much the ſoule is terrified ſeing it ſelf 
in ſuch a ſtate to appeare before the 
rigorous Tribunal toreceiue the eter+ 
nal decree without appeale, or re- 
view. S. Elxear about ſome fix yea- 
res before his death , gaue himlelfe 
the ſtroke of death , and would needs 
die to affaires, beforg his death tothe 
world. Being then in perfed health, 
in the lower of his age ; Behold how 
he diſpoſed of his perton, of his goods 
moueable and immoueable. 
In the name of Igs vs-CHR15ST; 
wi the glorious Virgin Amen. Inthe 
yeare 


| 2af : The bfe of $. Eleear, | 
yeare of the Incarnation of our Lord 


and Sauiour. "gr the 18." of Iuly , 
th Indiction , be it” 


of the fifteen 
knownetoal men by theſe preſents; 
That we Elzear of Sabran Count of 
Arian , Lord of Anſoi» by the grace of 
God ſound in bodie, mind, and inten- 
tion being defirous to preuent the 
daungers of death, and fearing to be 
ſurprized , and wel knowing , man is 
mortal , and that it is a fingular A& 
of wildome, to recal al things into 
the ſecret retirement of the heart 
which concerne it , to remember 
things paſt , diſpoſe of the preſent, 
fore ſee futurs, without errour either 
In matter of right or fa& , and not 
being prevented , or circurguented by 
anie, of our own meer motion , and 
free wil, at the inſtance of our ſelfe 
we haue made our preſent Teſtament, 
and diſpoſe of our laſt Wil, of our bo- 
die, our goods, lands , appartenances, 


ſtably 


« 


, 


& 
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ſtably, and in the beſt manner may be, 
by the aduile of a ſage perſon,al which 
we ordaine in ſuch ſort, as enſueth. 
Firſt we haue choſen for the place of 
our reſt, and the burial of our bodie 
the Conuent of the Friers Minors of 


_ ,Apt,& we wil that after it shal pleaſe 


God we die, that in the ſame yeare, 
in any place whereſoeuer our deceale 
hapneth our body be caried to the 
layd place, and there buried. Beſides 
we wil and ordaine that on the daye 
of our death our ſaid bodie be clothed, 
with the habit of the Franciſcans, and 
we caried clothed, and buried as the 
Religious of that Order, that they 
diſpoſe of vs as of the meaneſt among 
them, without mourning, ceremonie, 
or anie ornaments but their own, and 
that there! be not ſet vpon my bodie, 
or vnder it , anie glorious hearce, 
otherwiſe then as for them. * 
Item we take for the Comfort of 
| our 


s 
o 
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| os Poore foute:, the fumme of thtes' Y} 
euſand florins of rent , that mania 
Maſſes ray be faicd for the peace of'® 
my-ſoule. One hundred florins to the 
Conuentof {pt , &c. He particularly 
reckoned vp the Churches of his Lord 
| ſhips, the fpicttes, Hoſpitals, & Con« 
' nents of the Order of 8. Fraxcs , yea 
articular: Religious men whom he 

& knowne , and conuerfted with in 
his lifetime, and vvho had done him 
ſome feruice ; His Page, his Gentle- 


| mien,al his houghold-tferuants, even 


the Cooks and fcullions vvhom he 
called by their names, hauing great - 
care that none of his people ſhould 

{ be without gratification , beſides the 
" wages, vebich he willed to be payed 
to the vemoſt farthing. He added after4 
ward name by name at the gentlewo- 
men and Maide feruants of his W te, 
and not any oneeicaped cither Nis mes : . 
moric oz hibcrality. 
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Robertfor anafſfured pledge of his in» 
uviolable feruice-, and eternal amiriez 

-Irem he left to the Counteſle Deb 
phine his deare wife, the enioying of 
al his goods, moveable, vamouecable, 
filuer, veſſel, iewels , toconchude , al, 
with ful povver to diſpoſe of al at; 
her pleaſure, not bound to giue an 
account to any ,and this ( fayd he) for 
the acceptable ſeruices the hath dotie 
vs,vvhich ſhe daily doth withſo awelt 
charitie, and which we hope she wil 
performe tothe laſt, Buche exprefly 
enioyned her, tharif anie Debts were 
oving , and Obligation, any wrong 
done to whom ſoeuer of his tenants 
or other , that ſhe fhould fatisfic it 
ſpeedily and exactly. 

Item to his vncles Religious, and 
Ecclefiaſtiques he bequeathed an an+ 
nuall ſommeof money. bac *-00 

Item he left Coiit Willa em 
O 


bis brother his vniverſal haire; and iq 

caſe he died without heires of his bay 
dic lawfully begotten, he ſubſtituteg.. 

his Kindred oneafter an other in their | 
degrees, without doing iniurie tg 
anie,with fo particular a care, and ſg 
replenished with Iuſtice that theres 
in the ſincerity of his ſoule, & tens 
dernes of his heart appeared; Laſtly 
he. concluded that al aboue written 
ſhould be executed puncually , and 


 thathis preſent Teſtament be reduced 


by vaderſtanding arid conſcientious. 
men to a neceſlary forme, therein oþb+ 
ſcruing al formalities i; He diſappro- 
ued and annulled any other Wil made 
by him, or any manner of bequeſt, & 
will'd, that if peraduenture he ſhould 
_ die without other declaration,codicil;: 
or diſpoſe, that this preſent Writting 
ſhould haue ful force , and abſalute 
effec. 4 
- Made-at Tollon, in the yeare of 
grace 
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grace 1317. the18. of Tuly; Aligned 
by himſelfe, by ſeauen»lelefed and 
named witneſſes, by two Sn & 
alauthentically done. 

. Obſerue I beſecch you the rare ver- 
tues of this holy Count in the fimpli- 
city of his Wil Firſt, what thinke you 
of his Prouid oſeea young Lord 
at the age LR; two, in the flower 
of his youth, in the moſt eminent de- 
gree of honour, when al things inthe 
world ſmiled on him, in the vigorous: 
' forces of his life to thinke vpon ma- 
king of a Wil, to diſpoſe of his tombe 
as coolely as if he hal talked of aſlight 
progreſſe,ſo much to feare to die with ". 
out, a Wil, and leaue the world vnfas *! 
tisfied ! How many great men paſſe 
into the other world with confciences 
ſurcharged with a thouſand affaires, 
leauing their houſe tyed to a thouſand 
reſtitutions , heires engaged vpon a 
thouſand ſuits.their brothers together 


by 
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by the cares, al the world:{candalized 
to ſee people which were ſo wile to 
diſpatch others buſineſles,(o i] to haug 
done their own.damning themſelues 
to enrich children, and atter damning 
them by too much giuing them thew 
libertie,and ouer-glutting them with 
riches. 

Secondly, behold-the noblenes of 
his heart in not ſuffering any oneto 
do him the leaſt ſeruice, which he re- 
quited not, ſo much he feared to be 
vngrateful. 

- Befides'ſee the tEdernes of his ſoule, 
expreſly comanding that Creditours 
fhould be ſought ont euerie where , & 
| al fuchas were aggrieued inany kind; 
That ſeruits ſhould be aſked whither 
their wages were payed or not, and 
that no man alive should be diſpleaſed 
with him;He wel knew the great ones 
deuoure the leſſer , they ſup vp their- 
bloud & marrow; nay make them ſuck 

& 30 
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iatheir words ; they not daring to c6- 
plaine whilſt the other liues, but after 
death they ſcratch their graues,, curſe 
their names and memoties,and gnaw! 
with {harp tecth thejr notorious and 
inhumane crueltie. The holy man was 
deſirous his memory ſhoutd befenter- 
tained with benedicion by al the 
world, and that the bloud of the paore 
might not crie againſt him, Many 
when they can no longer ferue the 
world, diſpole themſelues to the fer- 
uice of God , and giue the dregs of 
their life to our Saujour; Sinns ras 
ther leaue them, then they finning. Ix 
isa kind of deſpaire > Which makes 
them honeſt. 

Elzear inthe brighteſt luſtre of for- 
tune, & in the moſt reſplendent daye 
of his ſpring-tide , commanded him- 
ſelfe to be clothed like a Religious 
man of the third Order when he died, 
and would haue no other greatnes-but 
Q 2 the 
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the pouetty of S.'Francis , no other 
pomp at his ſepulcher ; But the holy 
beggerie and extreame penurie of the 
Religiousof this Order,which ere&no 
trophey, but of perfect pouerty. One 
may wel ſay he litle minded world- 
ly riches , and vanity, fince he had 
not any ambition, but to ſee himlelte 
ona Beere, like a worme of the earth 
al naked, and adorned as a poore fillie 
nouice of the third order of that great 
Seraphin of the earth. 

Laſtly conſider the infinit care he 
had to be comforted with the holy Sa- 
crifice of the Maſle , laying ſundry 
fountaines in aboue twety Churches, 
that after his death he might the ſoo- 
ner come out f Purgatorie. Good 
God, what is this ? They who go di- 
realy to heauen, and to a very high 
Place there are {o curious,that God be 
prayed ynto for the repole of their 
ſoules, and are ſo apprehenſfiue of the 
- flames 
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flimes of Purgatory; whilſt wordlings, 
ſolitle reſpect al this,that they almoſt 
accolit no money more loſt , then that 
which 1s bequeathed to the Church 
for Maſſes. It is a iuſt iudgment of 
God, and a punishment out to their 
euilliues;for moſt part, who die being 
throwne into hel, haue nothing to 
doe with Maſſes ; and ſuch as go to 
Purgatorie by Gods iuſt permiſhon 
ſtaie there very long , and haue ina 
manner no greater griefe, thentofind 
ouer-late the great facilitie they had 
to haue defended themſelues from 
theſe inſupportable torments. That 
which their dogs gnaw, what foote- 
boyes eate, which is waſted in their 
howſes ; were enough to make them 
to purchaſe Paradiſe ( Wretches. that 
they are! ) yet haue they not vouch» 
lafed to thinke on it. 

Whilſt they horrible burne , my 
young Maiſters their heires cat one 
| anothers 
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anothers throats , in the dividing of 
the il gotten goods,and much repine 
at the litle they give in doing Tome 
ſleight ſeruice for his reſt , who per: 
haps shal not haue one ſole mornent 
of repoſe, burning in the furnaces of 
the {uffering Church. | 
 Elxear went much an other waye, 
the ſoule of his Teſtament , was the 
care he had to haue'his ſoule prayed 
for, and: thoſe. thouſand Crownes of 
tent which he left at that time were of 
tmore worth then two thouſand piſtols 
in this Age, al of gold. My opinion is 
that had he followed the motiues of 
his deuotion, and had not beenrelen- 
tive for moſt important confideratiss, 
| he had ginen al to God, and to S. Fran 
cx his Order, which he loued 'as'the 
apple of his eye ; For what would he 
haue denyed themto whotn the had . 
reſigned his body, his heart, charge of 
his ſoule, and his whole ——_ 
: | The 
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.. The Cogitation of Saints, and of 
yorldly men are very different; Thoſe; 
would giuealthe world to God: Theſe, 
would takeal from him; Thoſe,thinke 
they poſleſſe nothing of the world, 
but w hat they offer to God; Thele, 
neuecr lament anje thing ſo much, nor 
ſuppoſe anie thing more loſt , then 
that which even with griefethey gaue 
for the ſeruice of God, and the good 
of their ſoules. 

After this laſt diſpoſe , he told Del- 
phina he deſired to retire from the 
Court to make abode in his houſe of 
Anſoys ,and wholy todeuote himſelfe 
to God and heauen, and no longer to 
loue anie things here below on earth. 
Heenioyed the Paradiſe of this ſweet. 
ſolitude ſome ſpace of time , but the 
iourney into Fraice, whereof I ſpake, 
brake off his deſignes. Being at Parss 
he ſought to diſpatch his affaires , and 
gefired nothing but his litle Hermi- 
ir tage 
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tage of .Anſois. God diſpoſed otheri 
wiſe of it, and permitted ſo ſoone ag 
he had concluded the negotiation of 
his Embaſſage , that a sharp feauer 
- feized'on him, andlaied him in the 
bed of death; He preſently felt he had 
receiued the ſtroke of death , and had 
a ſecret inſpiration of it , ſo that ne- 
gleting al manner of temporal atfay- 
res, he reſerued no other care to him: . 
ſelfe, but of his ſaluation, nor opened 
his ſoule to anie other thoughts,then 
of God and Eternitie. Goodſeruants 
of God in what poſture ſocuer they 
be,euer make the ſplendour of their 
vertues appeare, put Elzear into ar- 
mes, he isa true Macchabee; put. him 
intoan Oratorie,he is one of the moſt 
contemplatiue Hermits; put him into 
the Court, he is a Dauid , who with 
his pious harpe charmeth the enilſpi- - 
rits, which beſet the Court, ; put him 
into: a mariage-ſtate, he 1s _anothet - 
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Toſeph , a hushand and a Virgin toge- 
ther; put him into an Embaſſage; he 
is a very Moſes ; laſtly put him vpon 
ſtraw,and in a bedhe is a lob, of a pa- 
tience invincible. Y ou haue ſeen him 
in health the mirrour of men,behold 
him in his {icknes as an Idea of perfe- 
&ion,and learneto die wel,ſeing how 
he diſpoſeth himſelfe. The firſt thing 
he did was to cal the reuerent Father 
Frauncis Mairon Prouincial of the Or- 
der of $. Frauncis, one of the moſt 
eminent Diuines of his time,he made 
his general confeſſion to him with 
much effuſion of teares , hauing not 
one mortal ſinne vpon his conſciece. 
He daily heard holy Maſle in a chap- 
pel of the pallace where the King had 
cauſed himto be lodged, and was pre- 
ſent thereat with a deuotion worthy 
of himſelfe, and the miſtery; He con- 
feſſed almoſt each daye of his ficknes, 
and much oftener ,and more willin- 


ly 
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gly ſpake to the Phiſttian of his ſoule; 
then his Bodie. His maladie caufed 
him to haue mortal fits , and moſ 
Sharp agonies ; He was enforced to 
giuea litle ſcope to lris heart, opprel: 
ied with vehement dolours ; He cried 
out, Ah No! It was the paine which 
cried, out, not he, for his heart had 
neuer learned to complaine. Alas! 
nothing leſſe, ſo farr, was he from 
complaint, that contrarywile he lo- 
ued nothing ſo much as to ſuffer for 
his God; Outcries arenot impatience, 
but aſweet diſcharge of paine, which 
cauſeth ſore pangues , and oppreſſeth 
the heart ; He was moſt obedient to 
his Phiſitian, ſtretching out his arme 
tobe launced and cut , as if they had 
gone about to let a ſtatue bloud; He 
ſwallowed al the bitterneſſes of me- 
dicines and found worme-wood taſt+ 
ful,he making an infuſion into it of a 
litle of the gaul of Teſus-Chrift, Neuer 
«7H Was 
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was there ſeen a more traQtable fick- 
man, the Infirmier ruled him vpon al 
occaſions without contradiction, the 
Chirurgion pricked him as oft as he 
pleaſed, the Phiſttian made him (wal- 
| lowe al without diſpute ; The Con- 
| feſlour diſpoſed him to God, and al 
| good without trouble z God managed 
his heart at ful libertie ; He ſuffered 
| mortal paines, and had meane while 
| acheereful andcontented coſitenance, 
\ | a ſpeach ſweet and holy, ſpeaking of 
nothing but God and Eternity ; He 
comforted al thoſe who came to con- 
{olate him ; His delight was to talke 
of death , and the worlds vanity : He 
commanded fromtimetotimeto hane 
the dolorous paſſion of CHR1ST, to 
be read to him, fighes, ſobs,and teares 
fel from his heart and ſufficiently wit- 
nefſed the comforts he felt among his 
horrible ſufferings; he oftenrepeatetl 
'with an accent JanguiſhinglyaffeRio- 
FEE nate 


' 244 Thelifeef S;Elzear, | 
| nate that verſicle of Dauid. Thou ( 0+ 
Lord) the ſweet ſupport of my life , behol- . 
ding the ſilly wretch tired out in the bed 
of miſerie , thou wilt ſweetly redouble his 
Strength , and wilt vouchſafe with thy di- 
wine hands to ſoften the bed againewhere- 
on his enils haue layd him, taking pitty of 
his cruel paines. He ſpake words, or ra- 
ther flames,and arrowes of fire, which 
his heart ſhaft after ſhaft holily ſhot 
towards heauen , darting them into 
the heart of God himſelfe. Sweet IE- 
SYs,I recomend my heart vnto thee! 
O my deare Loue take pittie of this 
poore fick-man ! One while he ſayd: 
Ah Mother of mercy, now ,or cuer, I 
expe thy fauorable aſſiſtance ! Para- 
diſe Alas ! Sweet Paradiſe, when {hal 
we ſee: thee ! Speaking theſe ſweet 
words he diffolued into teares, & rent 
the hearts of ſuch as were night and 
daye preſent with him. | 
He felt bimſelfe interiourly __ : 
ang 
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and inſpired by. God to reueale 'one 
thing , which al his life time he had 
cloſely hidden and $hut vp in his bo- 
ſome. Deare freinds (ſaid he ) the euil 
man is ſaued by the good woman, for 
it is God's wil I tel you, that hauing 
maried Delphina a virgin, I leaue her 
a virgin in this mortal life ; our chaſt 
mariage hath been an-innocent trater- 
nitie, anda Tye of hearts and ſoules, 
both of vs inujolably preſeruing Vir- 
ginitie, Frequent teares fel from the 
cies of al there preſent, much (verily) 
amazed to heare ſuch a woder of God, 
and very glad to be preſentat themoſt 
happie death of ſo eminent a perfo- 
nage. 

| Beginning to decline they brought 
him the bleſſed ſacrament : who euer 
ſaw a notable communion might haue 
ſeen this of Elzear's, Good God, what 
eies moiſtned with teares? what words 
.enflamgd with love | what profound 
humili- 


LE 
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humilities , and what: abaundance of 
devotion! Can you thinke ſuch a mary 
would endure to communicare at eaſe; 
in his bed , and at the approach of 
CHR15$T not proſtrate himſelfe to 
the earth, and had it been poſſible to 
the loweit center of it? This being in 
this manner done, be entreated Ex- 
treme Vndion to be brought him, 
that he might ſeaſonably take it with 
compoſed ſenſe , and much merit; He 
bimſelfe anſwered, and with a ſtable 
accent; eſpecially when thele diuine 
words were pronounced : Per ſanttam 
Crucem, & Paſtionem tuam , libera nos 
Domine, He then lifted vp his voice, 
and ſpake theſe expreſſe words. 
Hee eft ſpes mea , in hac wolo mori, 
This is al my hope, and I wildie init. 
Meane while the holy ceremonic of 
Extreme Vnction was finighed. My 
Pen trembleth, and my heart dares 
paſſe no further , not ſo much for ter- 
| Tour 
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four at the death of ſuch a man, who 
was as it were neuer to die zbut:fors 
ſtraunge accident which happened to 
him at his deceaſe. Good God how 
profound are thy iudgments, and ſe- 
crets inſcrutable ! I feare to aſtonish 
my Reader in relating that, which I 
muſt notwithſtiding refolutely ſpeak. . 
When the holie man was 1n his ago- 
ny were mucly amazed to ſee his 
countenance quite changed , like to 
a man affrighted , who beheld ſome 
dreadful thing: He was as one who dif- 
puted with ſome bodie that much 
preſſed him, and who could not beare 
the counterbuſle and aflaults. Al pre- 
ſent proſtrated themſelues on the 
earth to pray for bim. In this combar 
as it were railing himſclte on hisſeate 
Vith al his ſtrength, he ſayd : My God 
how great is the power of euil ſpirits? 
This word was a ſtab with a dagger un 
the hearts of al there/preſent,, tearrog 


ſome 
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| foi while after he cried out; O 
good I Esvs! How much do we ow 
thee: For thy dolorous paſſion hath 
ouercome al the powers of hel , ſome 
ſmal time paſſed, when ſodainly he 
faied : Ay me, Alas, I wholy (ſubmit 
my lelfe to the iudgment of my God! 
Al this ſuſpending the minds of thoſe 
who were preſent; it ( verily) much 
troubled them to behold ſuch a man 
in fo great a perplexitie , not know- 
ing what would be the event of it, 
Finally after along Diſpute he lowly 
and ful of comfort cried. I haue ouer- 
come(God be thanked)moſt aſſuredly, 
I have, I haue ouercome, and at the 
ſame inſtznt his countenance appeas- 
red with his former ſerenity, al ouer« 
fpred with a grace, and mot pleaſing 
ſweetnes , and which taſted of I know 
not what kind of Diuinity.- It is rela» 
ted a voyce was heard, which fayd, 
Enge ſerye bone, & fidelis intta in $aus 
| dium 
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dium Domini twi. In the midſt of theſe 
delights , he happilly yeilded vp the 
ghoit between the armes of his Crea- 
tour, and ended his miraculous life in 
the yeare 1323. the 27. of September, 
and the 28 , or 38. of his age , he left 
behind him the odour of his gracious 
vertues,and the reputation of a Saint; 
His face was ſo beautiful after his 
death that none could be ſatisfied with 
beholding it. 

Imagine what throngs in Pars,what 
honours , what funerals, were made 
for him being ſo eminenta Lord , an 
Ambaſſadour from a King , and ſo 
great a Saint. As he had been of the 
third order of S. Francs ,{o was he bu- 
ried in his habit, and committed to 
Cordeliers of Paris. That litle paine he 
had in his agonie wrought a great cf- 
fet, and perhaps God of purpole per- 
mitted it : For it is fit you know there 
was in that place a Lord of qualitie, 
R who 
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who had his conſcience ſurcharged 
with a thouſand enormous finns, 
Which he very long had concealed in 
his putrifyed ſoule : He ruminating 
the words of S. Elzear, the sharpnes 
of his paſſage , the combat he had ſuf 
fered in his laſt agonie, and aboue al; 
that word, which was a thunder-itroke 
to him. Oh how powerful is the deuil ! Al 
this together ſtrooke his heart ſo for 
Cibly,that inthe inſtant,he tooke the 
good father of S.Francis Order there 
preſent afide, and with-drawing into 
a chappel caſt himſelfe on his knees 
before him , powred forth aboune 
dance of teares , made confeffion of 
his whole life, and made a notable 
change in his manners; becomming 
much other , then he had hitherts 
been! - 
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The Tranſlation of his Body , and the 
miracles which followed his 
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Se  ſorrowes of the Kings of 
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w. two ſoucrajgne Courts, 

the honour which was rendred to his 
bodie, and to his memorie worthy of 
Eternitie. They are things,which can- 
not be wel expreſſcd, and I had rather 
you would imagine the within your 
ſelues. God accuſtometh to open the 
heatts and hands of al the world;to caft 
R 2 lillyes 
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lillies atid_roſes by handfuls on the 
tombs of thoſe who in their life times 
werethe ſcorne and reproach of men; ' 
Such an one laughedat S.ElFears life, 
whoafterward deplored with ſcalding 
teares, & ſweetly moiltned his ashes, 
curſing the bitter ſcoffes wherewith 
he had tainted his innocencie,and tar- 
niſhed the luſtre of his holie conuer- 
ſation. | 
Inthe ſame yeate his bodie was ca- 
ried towards the Citie of Apt , as he 
had ordained. But God willing by the 
vertue of miracles to diſcouer to the 
world the ſanEtitie of his good ſeruant 
(which himſelfe had buried in the | 
tombe of his humilitie ) cauſed a 
ſtrange wonder , at the entrance into 
Auignon.The Annals of that time wit- 
nes that the body arriuing at Villenenf- 
ve which is on this fide of the bridge, 
al the bels of .4»ignon of themfelues 
rang out., and began to make fuch a 
iangling 
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jangling, that neuer weremen ſeen (o 
much aſtonisched, No man knew 
ought at al of it; The Arch-bishop 
being demaunded what he thought 
of it, knew not what to ſaie ; manie 
publique praiers were ſaied, tovnder- 
ſtand from God , what theſe Bels 
meant,a general proceſſion was made, 
commandment was giuen litle chil- 
dren clothed in white should go be- 
fore, and that the reſt in order {hould 
follow*trie if ſome miracle might be 
diſcouered, The litle children by an 
inſtin& from heauen, went direatly 
ouer the bridge,towards Ville-neufue: 
at the ſame time not knowing what 
hapned at .4»ignon, they who caried 
the leaden Cofhn wherein the holie 
bodie was, walked along ,and made 
account to paſſe through .Auignon, to 
come to the citie of Apt, and beare 
this dead Corps to the appointed 


Tombe, So ſoone as theſe little chil- 
dren 
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dren came neare the Coach, by an in-: 
ſpiration from God, they tel on their, 
knees, and with ioyned hands turned 
towards the coffin not knowing what 
it was : In the ſame inſtant beholdal 
the hearts of the people of .Auignon 
ſftrooken with I know not what kind 
of holy teare; they did as the children, 
they proſtrated themſelues on theit 
knees ; it was asked what they caried 
in this coffin couered with black; 
they ſaid it was the body of good Elzear 
Count of .Arian,which they bare into 
Prouence , tO be buried at Apt. Ah! 
ſaiedthe Bishop ; See here vndoubte- 
dly the Treaſure God ſent vs , and 
behold what the miracle of bels mea- 
neth. 

The Coach was brought in triumph 
into Avignon , where this ſacred 
pledge was honoured 'with al manner 
of magnificence and deuotion( Aui- 
 £non being a Citie replenished with 
Pietie 
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piety) and with great greife was it 
ſuffered to goe out , but there was rio 
meanes to hold it againſt its liking. 
At the departure of it from the City, 
would you thinke it, the bels of them- 
| ſelues againe threw out a found and 
made it evidently appeare by this re- 
doubling , that infallibly it was for 
Elzear, this ioy was expreſſed. It is 
ſayd the like miracle of bels happe- 
ned alſo in other places through 
which this holy body paſſed , and eſ- 
pecially at the Citty of Apt where 
day and night they perpetually ſoun- 
ded So true it is , that the dead of 
God's-ſeruants is precious before his 
eyes, and their bleſſed bones are of 
power todo al kind of miracles. The 
concourſe to his ſacred tombe was 
very great ,and laſted long, for our 
Saujour tookedelight to do many mi- 
racles to honour this his ſo worthy ſer- 


uant, 


"Now 


256 Thelife of S. Elzgar, 
Now the good Counteſle in this 
loſſe receiued two great fauours from 
heauen. For at the ſame inſtant thatx 
her huſband died at Pars, ſhe had a 
reuelation of it ,and told it to King 
| Robert and to the Queen who were at 
| Avignon with the Pope; They would 
|, have puther into a Dump , ſaying we 
muſt not eaſily belieue reuelations 
that loue vſed to preſent thoſ> vnta 
vs in abſence as dead, whom we much 
affected ; that no poaſt was arriued 
from the Court of Frannce, & a thou- 
ſand ſuch imaginations , but ſhe was 
two ſure of her loſle, and afterward it 
was verifyed that in the very inſtant 
when he yeilded vp his happy foule to 
God ,the poore Counteſſe ſpake it, too 
welin her heart reſenting the momet, 
of it. The other fauour was , that the 
poore Zady vnable to ſtay the teares 
| ſhe powred forth, not fo much for the 
loſſe of her deare Spoule ( which ſhe- 
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tooke as coming from the hid of God) 
as for feare leaſt his ſoule might be 
puniſhed in the paines of Purgatory, 
it pleaſed God to permit, that Elzear 
appeared vnto her reſplendent as a 
Sun, aſſuring her that God of his infi- 
nit mercy had placed him in Paradiſe, 
and that ſhe ſhould be couragious in 
the ſeruice of our Zord,to the end they 
might ſee one another in Eternity ne- 
uer to be ſeperated. Her life wil thew 
the account ſhe made of this aduiſe, & 
of the good example her deare huſbid 
had giuen her, whilſt they as Angels 
lived together. She in .4pt cauſed al 
the honours to be done him, which 
might be wiſhed , and which ſuch a 
man could de{erue. Neuer were a 
people more aſtonished then they who 
were at his burial for it is affirmed Ans 
gelical voyces were heard in the aire, 
which made a heauenly Muſick. The 
good & venerable Fathers of S, Francs 
$. ſeing 
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| feinggreattreaſurewhich God had bez 
ſtowed on them, forgat no part of al 
might bedone in fuchan occaſid much 
the rather becauſe at the commin 
of the bleſſed body their Curch was fil- 
led with ſo fragrant an odour,that they 
manifeſtly ſaw, it was a perfume from 
heauen, and a pleaſing ſauour of the 
ſanRity of his life. This houſe reple- 
niſhed with piety and vertues worthy 
of F, Francs his children,hath ſtil con« 
tinued to afford al kind of honour to 
the ſacred body,and the ſweet memory 
of the holy Count. 
I wil not here-make a Catalogue of 
his miracles; which are very manie in 
number,and of al kinds; The aſſiſtance 
this good Saint gaue to the King of 
Arragon in his battels , was the cauſe 
| that he exprefly went in perſon vnto 
Prot.eace to giue thanks to S.Elxear for 
- the fauour he had obtained of God for 
him. In wy opinion the moſt admira;z 
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bleof al his miracles was,to haue made 
of a young Count ſo great a Saint. I 
more eſteem it that heliued in mariage 
with ſo faire and vertuous a Lady in- 
violably preſeruing the flower of his 
Virginity , then to haue raiſed (as he 
did) eight dead perſons, and wrought 
ſo many miracles. It is euer a great 
miracle ( ſayd S. Bernard) to make of a 
manan Angel; but it is the wonder of 
wonders to make a great Saint of a 
=_ Lord. I tremble to thinke how 
ew of ſo many thouſands of theſe 
great ones, are {aued : Of al Saints 
there is not ſo ſmal a number of any 
as of Lords, and worldly great ones; 
The Martyrologies of the Church 
reckon vp fo few , that it grieues mez 
and of theſe few greateſt number were 
Martyrs, or men whoRaſonably for- 
ſooke greatnes , leaſt greatnes might 
ruine'them; or they were women, or 
people who by great ſufferings wA0g 
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fas:it were) enforced toletthe world 
dye in their hearts, rather then that 
their hearts dyed in the world,but per- 
ſons who liued inthe Court,who there 
died, who haue been Saints, or who 
there faued themſclues , It is verily a 
fearefulthing to ſee how ſmal the ni- 
ber of theſe Phenixe's is. See here the 
number of Saints, drawne out of the 
Books of the Church; One Emperour, 
Out Alas! One is not much!Fiuve Em- 
perours,cighteen Kings,fix Queenes, 
Foure Kings ſonnes, ſix Kings daugh- 
ters, two Dukes, one Dutches; Three 
Princes,two Princeſſes, one Coſtable, 
fiue Counts,two Coliteſſes,fortie-two 
Lords, foureteen great Ladies, fifteen 
principal Officers managlg great char- 
ges; The total 127. Good God, how 
{mal a number} and yet the moſt part 
were Martyrs,& almoſt made by force, 
or of ſuch as fled out of the world. O 

hoy true is that dreadful ſpeech which 

pro-. 
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proceeded from the infaillible mouth 
of I Es vs-CHRIST, that it is impoſ- 
ſible a rich man should enter into hea» 
en. I know that beſides theſe canno- 
nized Saints , there be manie of them 
in heaven, who are {aued , I hope ſo, 
and I wil belieue it ; but O my God 
theſe manie are few in efte& , compa- 
redtoothers of other profeſſions, and 
inreſpec of the countles number of 
rich men, and Princes ? Alas ! Alas! 
So much the more eminent is the 
ſanity of Elxear as that in the cuil 
climate of Court he neuer drew inthe 
contagious aire of vice , andamidſt ſo 
many thornes knew how to preſerue 
the Lillie of his puritic, and the dia- 
mond of his Conſtancie; Verily he 
alone is able to iudge of al the poten- 
tats of the Earth and of al great men 
who belieue one cannot be at Coupt 
without being damned. He alone wil 


make al humane nature, andal worl- 
dly 
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' 4llyrich men ashanicd, fince in thei 
floyer ef his age, drenched in the O4 * 
ceans of Court, ſitting at lushious ta= 
bles, enuironed by delights, and plea-"* 
ſures of the world ; he could find the - 
 waieto be ſaued, & faithfully toſerne 
God7ywhithout cuer defiling his con- 
ſcience with one ſole mortal finne, 
Nay let me ſpeake but one word & {© 
make an end,he alone is able to winne 
al the world to vertue , {ince being a 
maried ma he could be a virgin; bein 
agreat Lord, he could be poore of the 
third otder of S. Franci;being a Cour- 
tier, he relished the ſweetnes of Her- 
mitages , and divine contemplationsz 
being a General in armies, he found 
meanes to arme his heart with armour 
tempred in heauen, and to preſerue 
himſelfe as vnſpotred as in the filence 
oha cloiſter,or. a wiidernes;laſtly bet 
a young mai, rich , hand{ome, ful of 
honour; he could performe fo much 
| bythe grace of God 3 as to be made* 
| fron 


Is... 
"Count of Sabran, aty 
from a poore Count of Proutce, great | 
Archangel in the Kingdome of God, 
wherethe leaſt Saint is morErich then 
al the Potentats of the Earth they of. 
Arian haue ſo handled the matter that 
they baue the shin bone of their holy 
Count a relique which they worthily 
haue adorned, and held in great vene- 
ration. His father and mother reſt at 
S$, Laurence a Conuent of Franciſcans 
at Naples. My heart moues my pen to 
ſet down here ſome ſweet praier tothis 
holy Saint whole lite I write,but Thad 
rather do it by the lips of Peter of Sabra 
ofthe ſame houſe of 5. Elzear. Where= 
fore piouſly to cofort my Reader I any 
willing here to expreſle the prayer he 
made for himinapoeme in old Freneh, 
natiue,plaine,and without ornament, 
as hauing more reaſon,and piety init, 
then .rime. We are more quaint 1n this 
Agethen thoſe old Gaules; but they in 
recompence had much more wildom, 
Secehere the (weet Hymne, 
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; HYMNE. 


OsT {rn Count, Who didFfi with honours 
ine, 

Deriud from Arian [which thy verrues bleſſe 

Baron Yextralted from « noble Line, 

Goad in atchienments ; great in happineſſe: 

( Holy Anzies ) whom the heanens did fill 

Wh plenteous influence of grace : To thee 

I offer vp my ſelfe , be mindful flill 

Of thy poore ſeruant, enen for charity. 

For 1 am Peter, fprang from thy bleſi Fock's 

Like thee ſurnamd of Sabran, therefore pray 

In humble wiſe , when death with dreadful shock. 

Shal come to clowd with darkneſſe my 1aft day, 

Thou Would} youchſafe ( my neare ally'ed to bring 

Thy helping hand , «nd mtercede for me 

(Thy poore vnWorthry Seruant ) to my K Mg, 

My Father, God, ont of thy Clemency. 

O Bleſſed Saint of Heanen, to God moſt deare 
Indeu'd with vertaes, and with vice ſo farre 
Frem being flaynd | while thou went lining here) | 
Fhat al thy fludy , and thy daily care 
Was All to ferne thy maker, With a beayt 
Free from al mortal fine. Thus may mine hee 
That from Gods law 1 nener may depart 
To danne my-ſoxle in endleſſe miſery. 


Thok 
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Thou flriftly didſt obſerue Gods boly Law! 
Firſt Pride (t'Humility moſt oppoſite ) 
By thee Was chac'd aWay. Still thou didft draw 
The poore by frequent almes ; and thy delight 
Vvas to be ſeruing them ; whom hauing fed, 
With the beſt meate of thy moFt plemeous ſlore, 
By an expreſſe command, vnto their bed 
Thy ſeruants did at night condut the poore, 

That griexous finne,thou knew'ft beſt to withBand 
(Infamous ſine of Anarice) being fo free 
- In giving , that thy open-liberal hand 
Did none put by : But thoſe, who came to thee 
And beggd for Chrift bis ſake, Withont delay 
Were in5tantly veliew'd. To great and ſmal 
Thou gau'ft alike Chrift Teſus in them al. 

'I'Was thy good Connteſſe, Who perſwaded thee 
Texhibit wnto Chriſt, a Virgin chaſt, 
Delphina'twas , Mifirs of parity, 

Aduis d thee to preſerue u; which thou haſt, 
Since firfl thou didft accord to ber deſire, 
With al thy heart and ſoule embracinz this 
Whereby thou didft to heauenly toyes a5pire, 
To liue a Virgin in eternal bliſſe, 

That vertue moſt benigne, ( Patience the mecke) 
(That eppoſite to Vvrath,and angry ſþ:ach) 

Vas thine entirely: Thou didft ener ſeeke 
9 Firme 
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"#5-mt peace With al ( which doth admit no breach: 


ib 


L % 
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«And he, who murmur'd with and enuious heart, 
Or oft im firife with others did contend 
Ont ef thy houſe was forced to depart, 
Although he were a neceſſary freind. 
Thow didſt ( Alas |) chaſtije bath day and night 
iT by feeble body, How could | then) by thee 
(V vbile powerful Temp'rance d:d ſweetly ſway) 
Be entertaynd the finue of Gloutonny ? 
Suppres'd by faſting thrice a weeke at leaſ}, 
Which was to thee ( as no man gan deny)} 
aA lingermg payne ( fith pleaſure 115 to feat) 
"Whilſt thou thy fainting flesh drdFft murtify. 
Enny, o're thee got not the vpprr hand, 
Thou didſt not grudge at others , nor aſpire 
To th honours which they had, nor to thesv land, 
'Like thoſe who do abound , yet more deſire t 
Sach emulation ne're ſeiz'd on thy hart, 
Nor vaine ambition ſeeking how to riſe, 
But flill thy thoughts aym'd at the better part 
Which was a glorious Crowne in Paradiſe, 
That noble vertue Diligence With Care 
Thou, al thy life , didft euer entertaine 
Wherewith ( Negle( ) could never haue a share 
( An enemy to Chrift | who did ſuflaine 
Great labours, Therefore paines thou didſt embrace, 


But from al Sloth and 1dleneſſe didit fly: 
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For which thy ſoule ( on Earth mdu'de With grace) 
In glory ra1gnes With Chriſt eternally. 
Ere 1 could name, and number by retayle 
The vertwes of thy body, and thy mind, 
My tongue Would faulter , Memory would faile 
There Were ſo many in one brea#t confin'd ; 
So many that no Oratour, With veyne 
As fluent, as Was Cicero's can ſumme 
Them vp ; nor by Diuine can be expreſt 
[ Though he from Frawnce, Spaine Hungary do come) 
V vhich were enclos'd within thy noble breaſt, 
Then ( Saint Anzias) I beſeech thee dergne 
To my poore prayers attentine eares tolend 
Thou glorious Saint vouchſafe ( 1 begg againe ) 
To guard my ſoule from death, and to defend 
My hody ke | while here on Earth [ breath ) 
From enumous Sathan , For to al mankind, 
That when I shal ro Chriſt my ſoule bequeath, 
My Body may repoſe in Hope ; To find. 
Thee my Conduttour at the latter day 
Vybo lead'ft an Army in the Martial plaint, 
Inuted by King Robert, to difÞlay 
Thy banner 'gainft the enemy. Thou daigne 
To be my ſoule's Direfour , and procure 
That I may follow, and wuh thee aſcend 
Vnto that glorious manſion, where endure 
Such toyes 4s are, and shal be without end, 


3 3 He 


26% Thelifeof S_Elzear, 

He was cannonized by Pope Vrban 
the fift in the firſt yeare of his Papacy, 
in the Church of S. Didyer in Aui- 
gnon, & the feſtiual was appointed 
on the twenty ſeauenth daye of Sep- 
tember , which is particularly perfor- 
med with great ſolemnity in the Con- 
uent of the Reuerent Fathers of the 
Order of S. Francis of Apt, where the 
Noble relique of his body lieth, ador- 
ned as is fit , and ſo much eſteemed & 
Honoured as to ſuch a ſaint appertai- 
neth, and as thoſe yenerable Fathers 
canor may render , condignely reue- 
cing ſo bright a ſun of their Order , & 
ſo true a Phenix of Provence, 
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letotooloateclectactoclectonts 


Uvhat is the Cauſe, why S.Elzear, 


ſo many great men, became of the © 
third Orger of S. F rancis, and 
what this third Order is, 


CHAP, XIX. 


de N the end of his life it is 
1 \, fit I ſatisfhe the Reader, 


== JUG this great man,the orna- 
Om ment of his Age. Firſt it 

is a horible, and moſt dreadtul ſtroke 
of Thunder, what IESsvs-CHRIST 
ſayd ; That it was impoſſible for a rich 
man to enter into Paradiſe. A lecond is, 
that which himſelfe aſſureth , that the 
euil rich man was damned, becaule he 
was 


\ 
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was rich ; ſo that the .Apostles hearing 
this terrible ſentece, much affrighted, 
looked one vpon an other, and ſaied 
Alas!who shal then be ſaued, if matters go 
thus? Our Sauiour replied,that which was 
impoſtible to men became poſſible in God's 
hands : True;but what men cannot do, 
and isreſerued to God alone, lis a great 
miracle; Wel, what is this? Muſt then 
miracles be daily done , as often as a 
rich man is to be faued ? And are they 
not ſaued but by miracles? Certainly 
then there would be very few laued,& 
this is it which should fcartle men, and 
make them ſeriouſly to looke about 
them. Verily we cannot tel in what 
poſture to ſet them, to put them into 
the waye of Heauen ; For to go out of 
the world,is to kil them,to leaue them 
ih the world floating in delights and 
walking among Pprecipices,is it not to 
damne them? They take the contrary 
way to heauen ; The reafons of the 
world 
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world are the Antipodes , and direct 
Oppoſites to that which Teſus-Chriſt 
would haue,to wit, Pouerty, Humility, 
Chaſtity, auſterity of life, and a thou- 
ſand ſufferings. The glorious S, Fraz- 
cs by diuine inſpiration eftablished in 
his life time three ſorts of perſons who 
followed his Rule; The Religious who 
lived vnder him; The Virgins of S. 
Clare; and in the yeare 1221. a congre- 
gation of Tertiaries, who being ſecu- 
lars made a third Order, and endeuou- 
red what they could to imitate the ha- 
bit, the ſanctity,and the vertues of the 
other; From thence proceeded the Fa-" 
thers of the third Order,Religious pro- 
feſled, & Penitents , called in Frawnce, 
the Friars of Penitence, twenty Popes 
have authorized & fauoured the with 
ample priuiledges , giuing them the 
comunication of fauours graunted to 
other Religious of the ſame Order , 2: 


very lately Paul the fift of happy me- 
mory 
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mory, gaue them an Apoſtolical Breud 
very aduantagious in the yeare 1613; 
imitating therein Nicolas the fourth, 
who was of the Order of Saint Franck, 
The Seculars, who are receiued into 
the third Order are examined by the 
Provincial, they make a certaine obla- 
tion in the imitation of Religious, 
They weare the habit of S. Francis 
vnder their ſecular garments 3 They 
haue a litle rule, which doth not bind 
them vnder paine of {inne,but (weetly 
exciteth them to perfection , and lea- 
deth them ( as it were) by the hand 
into heauen; They haue great Indul- 
gEcies, they participate in the prayers 
& penances of the others; laſtly gaine 
Paradiſe at an eaſe rate , and almoſt at 
others charge. There was atime when 
al the world would be of it, and the 
fire of heauen was in it; I thinke it not 
amiſle to afford you herea Table of it, 
and to ſet downe the greateſt perſo- 
nages 
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nages, who haue been of it, and have 
wonne heauen by this Habit. S. Zucius 
was the firſt to whom FS. Francis gaue 
this Habit, he led a moſt holie lite. S. 
Lewis King of Fraunce was of this gol- 
den number. S. Elizabeth daughter 
of the King of FHungarie ;S. Henry 
King of Dacia : The bleſſed Robert 
Prince of Rimint,S. Tues the patron of 
Aduocats ; S. Roch a glorious Con- 
feſlor; S. .Angellina of Folignt, S. Clare 
of Monte Fiaſcone; S. Toane of the Croſſe, 
& for a laſtbit;I haue re{erued Count 
Elxear, whoſe life I haue ſet before 
you; but beſids theſe Saints, there is 
a world of Popes , Emperours , Em- 
preſſes , Kings , Queenes : Princes, 
Lords, Princeſſes, Prelats , men of al 
qualities , who have ſought to climbe 
vÞ to heauen by the Ladder of Pe- 
narice. How manietimes Elzear, and 
the reſt deceiued the wolrd, wearing 
a rough hayre-cloth vnder ſcarlet to 
| tame 
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tame therebellion of the flesh ; Del- 
phina who knew al the ſecrets of her 
husband , bare him companie herein, 
and was often conered with $harp- 
haire cloth, which she boaſted not. 
Thinke you the roſe of their Virgini- 
tie, could haue been ſolong time pre-: 
ſerued, if it had not been armed with 
theſe thornes , and clothed in the li- 
uerie of Saints ? Thinke you the ſelfe 
ſame Heaven belongs to them , who 
vanquish their pafſios by moſt auſtere 
pennances , and ſuch as make good 
cheere, fleep til it be wel in the daie, 
lodgelike Kings, are waited on like 
title Gods on earth ; and that with one 
knock of their breaſts, al their debts 
are paied; or that Heauen wil deſcend 
to raiſe themaloft inan inſtant? They 
are fooles who entertaine theſe dota- 
ges; The wiſe do like the bleſſed Et- 
zear; they are in the Court as in an 
Oratorie , and in an Oratorie as at 
Court 
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Court , to wit, Innocet euerie where. 
But you wil ſaie., what meanes wil 
there be toremaine in the Court , and 
worldly greatnes , and be faued , fince 
it is almoſt impoſſible 2 1 anſwere 
withasking you, when a houle is in- 
fected with the plague , what meanes 
is there to be fate 2 One of two, for 
either you muſt flie quickly far off, 
and neuer, ( if it may be) come thi- 
ther againe , or to applie one or two 
Cauteries , and make vie of good 
preſeruatiues , not,to take in the con- 
tagious breath of the infected, andto 
haue perpetually vpon your heart 
ſome powerful remedie to drive the 
venome of the plague thence, and 
keep the heart cleane. I ſaie the like 
vato you of Court-greatnes; The moſt 
foveraigne remedie is to flie ſo farr 
from it, that you and the Court may 
never againe meete together ; For to 
thinke that the Court at anie time 

is 
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is free from the peſtilence of icalou: 
fie, Enuie, {launderers, male-contets, 
mitſchieuous, perfidious , traiterous, 
Tale-tellers, miſtical Cabaliſts, Thie- 
ues, Hypocrites, Villaines, intereſſed 
men, Blaſphemers, men who only fa- 
crifice to their own good fortune at 
your charge , who only watch their 
opportunitie to cut your purſe and 
throte, if ſoit fal out. To hope ( ſaie 
I) that the Court may be with out 
theſe euil ſpirits is not to vnderſtand 
what the Court meanes , for neuer 
was it , not ever {hal it be without 
theſe Hobgoblins , who are the ordi- 
narie diuels , which infeſt Courtiers; 
If you cannot auoid theſe plagues of 
vertue , you muſt haue recourſe to the 
cordial preſeruatiues , which Elzear, 
and his good Delphina made vie of I 
haue in grofle ſomewhat nearely ex- 
preſied the euils therein : Acknow- 
ledge your difcaſe, and I wil giue you 
he 
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the receipt : For to reckon them al, 
would neuer haue an end: For whilft 
[declared the old , new would ariſe: 
They are like peſtiterous mushromes, 
the oftener pulld vp, the more they 

row. Now fince you are condEned to 
fue inthe Purgatory of wordly great- 
nes, if you wil live wel therein, and 
not bedamned in it, do like S. Elzear. 

1. Thinke that al thoſe who are your 
freinds , wil quickly be your enemie, 
and your Enemies wil ſpeedily be- 
come your friends ſo ſoone as their 
intereſt shal giue them cauſe. Speake 
therefore of them in ſuch ſort , that 
you may neuer haue cauſe to repet it. 

2. If you imagine that ante Coutier 
ordinarily loues you but for his own 
ends , you are a poore man : Al thoſe 
Hatterers, al thoſe Complementers, 
al theſe people are but ſuch as watch 
their time todo their own butfines : ſo 
ſoone as it is done, reſt aſſured they 
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wil ſupplant you, and gladly be the 
firit to floute you , perharps to perlez 
cute you, and hold this for a Ma- 
xime, 

3. Whilſt you haue neuer ſo litls 
credit , al the world wil adore the ri: 
ſing ſun: ſo ſoone as you bend towards 
the\Weſt,a general Ecliple tolloweth, 
not one wil regard you: Now to thinke 
you may belong in one poſture, wal- 
king on this Ice , theſe precipices, & 
Sharpe pointed Rocks would ( verily) 
bea miracle from heauen , and to be- 
come a meere Phenix. God preſerue 
you in that place, fince you are there, 
but if you wil belieue me : Liue as if 
one day you ſhould leave it, and per- 
haps when you leaſt thinke of it. 

4- Princes commonly loue no body, 
becauſe none loue them : ſervants 
ſeeke only to get money out of their 
Maiſters purſes , and Maiſters to ex- 
hauſt the vigour of their ſeruants : Al 
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complaine one of an' other : The ſer- 
vants ſay their Mailſters are robbers, 
and the Maiſters crie out their (eruits 
are thicues , and manie times both of 
them haue reaſon for it 2 What should 
you do? ſerue your Maiſter, for God 
would haue it ſo, and it is honoura- 
ble, beſids your Conſcience bindeth 
you therevnto , becauſe you cate his 
bread: God wil fo handle the matter 
that in wel ſeruing , you shal be wel 
eſteemed both by him , & others , but 
if it otherwiſe happen, at leaſt haue 
this comfort,that God wil acceptably 
entertaine your ſeruices , and your _ 
Conſcience $shal comfort you al the 
dayes of your life, if anie euil befal 
you:ſay forthwith Tlooked to my ſelf, 
God be praileq for al : There is no 
other thing to be expected fro Courts 
and men: What? Muſt anew world be 
created for me, & ſince I amat Court, 
muſt 1 not be ſprinkled with Court- 

holy 
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holy water, to wit , with Ingratitude: 
and wrongs 

5.It you wil long liue at Court, talke 
litle, and be patient otherwiſe you 
ſhal haue a thouſand quarrels , and as 
manie 1nconueniencies, laſtly you wil 
be thruſt out & then you wil be made 
to ynderſtand what you are, and what 
you are not : It wel be told you it is 
you who marr al: that you being out, 
al miſchiefe is gone, thus behold how 
you are rewarded for al your paines, 
with a thorne through your hartal the 
reſt of your dayes. Naturally Thornes 
beare roſes,at the Court, Roſes bring 
forth Thornes; & it isa miracle when 
any come out of it , with content- 
ment. | 

6. Neuer belicue anie man (This 1 
aduiſe without exception) when any 
thing is told you of an other, vntil 
ſuch-time as you haue heard the other 
who is acculed toſpeake : If he denie 

bs 


Count of Sabran. 285 
it, and wel iuſtifie himſelfe, vvhy do 
you accuſe him? If he conteſleit, then 
may you judge as you pleaſe, other- 
wile you ſhal commit a thouſand er- 
rours, and inuolue your ſelfe in laby- 
rinths , from whence you ſhal neuer 
get out with honour, Yea (Sir) but he 
is a very wiſe man, and I make much 
account of him who ſpake it, nay he 
hath taken execrable oaths vpon it, 8& 
wiſhed he might be damned , if it be 
not found true. Now I muſt tel you,if 
he wil be danined,I cannot hinder him 
(Alas !)I wiſh him wel! ) but for al 
this if you do wel, belicue him not, til 
you haue heard the other partie : The 
more he proteſteth,the leſle belieue 
him, If that which he ſpeakes be true, 
it with alwayes be true, you {hal looſe 
nothing to expe; Furie tranſported 
him , & made him ſee that he ſaw not, 
and to take one word for another; He 
amplifies the matter,& with his gloſfe 
T matrs 
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marrs the Text. Haue 'you euer beeft 
deceiued by light beliete?Belieue, you 
may be ſo againe; by not belieuing, 
but weighing your credence you {hal 
looſe nothing;by crediting at random 
yourun the hafard to looſe al, and to 
commit a ſinne ( pethaps ) mortal, if 
It be in a matter of importance. Cour- 
tiers glory to tel lyes to worke their 
own ends, what know you whither he 
Iye not at this inſtant ? It is better to 
be hard of beliefe , and not eaſily to 
belieue il, then to belicue it too ſoone. 
One can neuer erre belieuing good of 
men abſent, & almoſt not at any time, 
can a man be free from fault, if he 
lightly belicue the evil which is ſpo- 
ken of another, raſhly, and inconftde- 
tately. 

7. The beſt way to liue in Court 
with contentment, is to entertaine a 
couragious. contempt of a thouſand 
topperies which delerue not to be tas 
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ken notice of. Theleaſt word'is ſpoken 
of you, preſently al enflames you. Fie 
vpon it. The pooreſt ſuſpition that 
comes into your fancie , makes you 
deſpaire , and dreame daie and night 
on revenge; Brutiſh man ! If one a 


litle nod at you, or looke ſomewhat 


coldly,your heart cracks! O grofle fol- 
lie ! Tye you then your content= 
ments with ſo ſlender a Thread, that a 
thing of nothing breakes it, and tea- 
res it a ſunder? Is this to live, or ra- 
ther to languiſh in Purgatory ? Con» 
terapt is the higheſt pointof Courages 
you wil make them mad , when they 
Shal ſee you vouchſafe not toanfwere, 
them, ſo much as one word,as vnWwor- 
thy .of your anger : Rouze vp your 
felfe and throw al this behind you: 
But is your heart ſo feeble , ſo weake 
that the leaſt thing in the world ma- 
kes is beate , and boile with: choller? 
They mock you, mock you their moc- 

T 2 kerie, 


288 Thelife of S. Elzear, 
{ kerie, arid they wil burſt with furiez 
They ſpeake il of you, ſpeake wel of 
them, you wil make them deſpaire; 
They wish you il , pray to God for 
them; That, wil crack their hearts , 8& 
in ſpite of their teeth wil make them 
come to you, & kiſle the hand , which 
being able to ftrangle them , hath 
done them more good then they al 
theirlife time deſerued. 

8. If you would not damne your ſelfe 
among theſe greatneſſes , jmitat 
'Elzear , performe your holie retire- 
ments in the night , employ one part 
of it in ſpeaking to God , and diſcour- 
ſing with Angels, and to make your 
ſelfe knowne to the Court of heauen: 
Neuer go to bed vntil you haue read 
aleafeof ſome good booke , vntil you 
hartily haue asked forgiuenes of God, 
and haue entertained ſome good 
thought in-your heart , that you may 
fleep vpon it, and by this holie charme 
| may 
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may take away al the diſturbances { 
which you haue heaped vp together 
in your mind al the whole daie, by | 
hearing a thouſand diſordered diſ- | 

- courſes ,and ſeing a thouſand things | 
litle conſonant to a man who hath a 
wel tempred ſoule, Euerie morning | 
offer vp to God the paines you $shal } 
ſuffer among companie, and put your | 
heart into the hands of your good An- | 
gel, beſeeching himto ſerue asa Sen- | 
tinel to you, and perpetually to in- } 
ſpire you with ſome good thought. Þ} 
9. It you be ouertaken in Compa- | 
nie, and that by i] hap ſome irregular | 
word eſcape you, that a litle fire en- | 
flame your heart , and thruſt out ſome 
ſmal inpatience ; ſome Threate, or 
lilte revenge: If you have murmured 
againſt anie one, ſuffering your ſelfe | 
to be tranſported with the torrent of 
ſome importunat Tatler , Or els 


with the current of Common bruit 
ſpred 
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ſpred through the CittiezIt ſomeoath 
or lie have paſſed by the tongue with- 
out the knowledge of the heart, or 
its commaund, ſweetly faie within 
yourſelfe , that no liuing man may 
perceiue it. Alas ! Good God, I beg 

ardon! O God let me not fal ſo mi- 
_ ſerably. Secretly ſtrike your breaſt, 
4 Caſta ſweet glaunce towards heauen; 
or ſome picture , and faypiouſly. O 
hoy miſerable am I : who do nothing 
els but inceſſantly offend my God, 
who perpetually doth ſo much good 
for me!Haue euer in a readines'{ome 
word of heauen, to make vle of it, to 
renqunce euil, and ftraungle it ſo 
ſoone as it sbal ariſe ; God wil bleſſe 
theſe ſmal:endeauours , and wil deli- 
ver you from thoſe paines, and from 
thoſe {inns which daily torment, and 
invade you. 

10. Faile not to go to Confeſſion 
and to receiue the bleſſed Sacrament 
as 
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25 often as you may ;' but do as the 
moſt bleſſed Elzear, make choice of 
a {ſkilful man, ful of pietie, and aboue 
al ſuch an one, as hath courage to 
ſpeake freely to you, and who hopes 
nothing from you,but your ſaluation, 
A Conteſſour a litle rough,or at leaſt 
reſolute, dilinterefled , & ſagely free, 
wil bring you to Heauen;z Whereas 
a ſoother, a timerous man , or one 
who expects ſome benefit from you; 
wil not haue the fortitude to repre- 
hend your faults, and be the cauſethat 
you perſiſt, and long time putrifie in 
them. One of the greateſt miſeries of 
great men, is , that they go not often 
enough to the holy Sacrament ofcon- 
feſſion; and when they do go, it is for 
ceremonie, or els to ſome one wha 
trembles before them , and who dares 
nor thruſt the lancet very far into 
their wounds, todraw the corruption 
thence , which occaſioneth - their 
death. IT. Nox 
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' 11; Nor only s. Elzear, but al thoſs 
who haue lived in Court, amon 
great men, and haue had the happines 
to be cannonized , or to be honoured 
as Saints , haue al accuſtomed ſome 
haire-$hirt,or girdle of haire on their 
bodies, or done ſome other auliteritie, 
which hath helped to abate the bo- 
dies rebellion : for to think you can 
preſerue deuotion , chaſtitie ; good 
Conſcience, & other vertues without 
mortification, is foolishly to wrong 
your ſelfe ! Alas, who can be among 
Hfames and not burne, or beare fire in 
hisboſome, and not be in danger tobe 
lingeringly conſumed, and vndone. 
12. Manie may alleage ſome appa- 
rance of reaſon todiſpenle with them- 
ſelues inthe foreſaid things : For foft 
and cffeminate ſaules tremble with 
feare, thinking it were to maſlacre 
the bodietolet it ſuffer neuer ſo litle: 
but no man living can be excuſed to. 
- | glue 
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giue at leaſt ſome alivesto the poore, 
that he may participate in their ſuffe- 
rings, and {1ghes. Few rich men enter 
into heauen, but through the gate of 
 Almes-giuing , and mercie : Elzear 

often in his heart reuolued the golden 
Counſel of Daniel, who ſaicd to the 
Kings ( Sir) redeeme your ſenns by the 
greatnes of your pietie , and by the effuſion 
of your almes ; He did ſo and found 
himſelfe perfectly wel. 

13, Accuſtome not your ſelfe to have 
in your gallery excellent pictures to 
make a ſhew of them,rather vie often 
to looke on them, to deriue ſome pro- 
fit thence, either by recommending 
your ſelfe to Saints, by darting forth 
ſome ſigh of divine loue,by reuoluing 
in your mind ſome paſſage of their li- 
ues, Or in any other manner. Beſids 
baniſh from your houſes as the plague 
thoſe wicked pictures ful of abhomi- 
aation & which wound the chaſt eyes 

and 
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and eares of {uch as viſit you, Antiquth., 


ty abhorred that Milefian maide, wha. 


facrilegiouſly hung in her clolet, the 
pictures of 1 Es vs-CHRIST,andof 
Abraham , very neare vato Mahomet. 
and Homer, What do in a Catholique 
houſe ſo many ſtinking, fabulous, and 
prodigious Diuinities, which {hoote 
athouſand forts of impurities into {ous 
lesthrough the eyes of beholders? yns, 
der colour of adorning a haquſe with 
rare figures,ſoules are disfigured, they 
being ſtuffed with a thouſand abhomi- 
nable apprehenſions. Elzear cared not 
to haue at any time in his pallace any 
Picure, which might deſtroy their 10+ 
nocency, who reflected on them. 
14.1t your houle be filled with goods 
of the Church il gotten, 8 as il poſſel- 
{ſed by ſuch as haue no title; reſt afſu- 
red, ſooner or later it wil raine your 
houſe , and bring vpon you one after 
an other ſo many milſeries , that yo 
| W1 
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vileurſe the time-of them: But Alas, 
Perhaps it wil be too late; Theſe kind 
of goods do like wine, it ſweetly and 
pleatingly enters in, but doth in a mo- 
ment fly to the head, and caſts Noe on 
thegroſid, expoſing him to the-ſcorge 
of his own children. A thouſand mil- 
chiefes wil happen to you, yet you 
being ignorant of the cauſeand going 


about-to queſtion this Man, or that 


man ſhal in the end find, the ſole 
ſource of al theſe misfortunes, is the 
goods of the Church, or the wealth of 
an other , ſhut vp in your coffers. 
5. To ſpeake al ina word, muſt 
tel you , you muſt do like holy Count 
Elxear, and often reuolue this ſweet 
prayer in your ſoule; O God of my 
heart, Alas! ſo vie the matter , that T 


may in ſuch manner paſſe through 


temporal riches, thatT looſe not eter- 
nal ; That the poore moment of a di- 
laſtrous life, make me not looſe the 

1M- 
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immortality of that happy life,which 
Is the only true life, repleniſhed with 
ſolid ioy , and real euerlaſting happi: 


T he moſt eminent Miracles which God 
hath done after his death. 


CHAP. XX. 


Biz N heauen the greatneſfe 
VI, of Saints is meaſured b 
2 the ſoule of vertue " 
8&4) ſolid grace ; but in the 
"world by the ell of the 
miracles, and good they do vs. The 
more ſaints do hide, and eclipſe the 
luſtre of their perfe&ions : The more 
God makes then to shine by the ſpl&- 


dor of ſingular miracles : I wil begin 


with 


1 
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with a ſtrange one full of many won- 
ders. Paſſing one day through Gena- 
day, he came to the caſtle called Gri- 
ſard in the dioceſle of Mande ; the 
Lord Grimoard a noble Gentleman 
and hisally , beſought him to take yp 
his lodging there , and deny him he 
could not, he ſo hanſomely importu- 
ned him ; But God had brought him 


thither, to make vie of himin a worke 


| wholy miraculous. Feli.c of Montfer- 


rat wite of this noble mi was brought 
to bed, and had an euil and moſt sha- 
mefull delivery of it ; For in ſtead of a 
goodly ſonne $she brought forth and 
yoyded a deformed and monſtruous 
lumpe of flesch. The poore mother 
ſeing this abortiue was ready to dy 
for grieffe , the women who were 
about her hauing their harts oppreſſed 
began to caſt forth lowd cryes, the Fa- 
ther ran thither, al the family wasin 
ſorow, and teares, The noyle camery 

the 


- the holy. man's chamber , who tou 
ched with iuſt compaſſion, and much 
Pittying. his good Hoaſtes , entreated 
them to bring this indigeſted maſle of 
flesh into his-chamber ; and leaue t 
there with him alone. Which being 
done the good ſeruant of Peſus-Chrit 
preſently proſtrated himfelte on the 
grownd, & lifting vp his eyes towards 
heauen,and darting his heart into the 
paternall bolome of God with a filiall 
confidence , and a moſt ardent zeale, 
ſayth ſomewhat neareto thefe golden 
wordes. My God,my Creator,and my 
good Father,who with a word makeſt; 
and vamakeſt al through thy infinit 
power; I moſt affectionately , & hum- 
bly pray thee, thou wouldſt vouchfafe 
vs thy mercy and that — 
with thy holy grace thefe poore'at- 
flied ones thou wouldſt shape and | 
forme this disfigured flesh, and make 
it what it ought to be , ordering the 

members 
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members , and diſpoſing the pieces of 
this poore, and irinocent creature. He 
ſpake ſtill, and was not come to the 
Amen of his holy prayer , when the 
goodneſſe of God anti-dating his fa- 
uours,did in an inſtant doa miracle, 
and out of this rude lumpe of flesh 
formed a goodly child , which , accor- 
ding to the cuſtome of others began 
tocry,and (alute life by its teares, The 
Father , and kindred who ſtood at the 
watch, heard this infantine cry, and 
ſurpriſed iaſh vnſpeakeable comfort 
flew al togeather-into the chamber, 
and ouerioyed, haſten to take the litle 
Babe , truely miraculous. But that 
which is very rewarkeable, is,that the 
ſaint tooke no heed of the cryes of the 
Infant, but was ſo tranſported in the 
feruor of his prayer, and abſorpt in 
God, that he ſtill perſeuered therein, 
This lowd noyce made himcome to 


himſelfe, So that amoroufly fighing 
ah he 
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he ſayth : God forgiue you; Alas why 
ſuffered you me not in peace to finiſ 
thoſe few prayers I had begun? After 
fome faire excuſes, and pardonaſked, 
they entreated him to afcribe it to the 
+ ſuperaboundarice of the vnexpedted 
comfort of the parents : befids, that 
fince the miracle was done, it was not 
neceſſary to pray ind longer:the Coiit 
was ſo good,that he cafily was ſatisfied 
and told them, he ardently befought 
them to giue thanks to this infinit 
goodnefle, which had vouchſated ſo do 
them ſuch,a fauour, which was done; 
and preſently after he would haue the 
child to be baptized, & honoured with 
the name of S. William, laying aſter- 
ward to the parents in fecret: In the 
name of God haue 2 great care of this 
child,breed it vp in vertue, & through- 
ly inſtru it in good manners , and 
make it ſtudy hard, for whatſoener it 
is now.,it is one day to be the greateſt, 

and 


Ba x - Ga” © 


Count of Sabran, 5ot 
xd prime man of al Chriſtendome: 
Thole worthy Gentlemen of Geuau- 
dan did not conceyue he meant to fo- 
retell, but ſuppoſed rather, that out of 
ciuil courtely he wilhd he might one 
day be a great man. But the trueth is 
it was an oracle, and was as much as 
to lay, he ſhould ohe day be Popezve- 
rily you quickly {hal ſee him litting in 
8, Peters chayre, nay which is more, it 
Shal be he, who shal cinonize S, Elzear 


and shal wel requite him. This Infant 


bred, and ſet forward to ſtudyes , be- 
came Abbot of S.V;&or of Marſeilles, 
purchaſed a very great reputation,and 
perfumed al thole partes of Prowence 
with the odour of his lite. Now, he 
one day going for 'deuotion to viſit 
$.Baulme , to honour S. Mary Magda- 
les 5n that Cauerne, which was to her 
aterreſtrial Paradiſe; The good Abbot 
was amazed to fe a braue gallant to 
come towards him, running with fulk 


| y” ſpeed 
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he ſayth : God forgiue you ; Alas why 
ſuffered you me not in peace to fini{ 
thoſe few prayers I had begun? After 
fome faire excuſes, and pardonaſked, 
they entreated him to aſcribe it to the 
ſuperaboundarice of the vnexpeGed 
comfort of the parents : befids, that 
fince the miracle was done, it was not 
neceſſary to pray ind longer:the Coiit 
was ſo good,that he caſily was ſatisfied 
and told them, he ardently betought 
them to giue thanks to this infinit 
goodneflſe, which had vouchlated fo do 
them ſuch,a fauour, which was done; 
and preſently after he would haue the' 
child to be baptized,8& honoured with 
the name of 5. William, laying after- 
ward to the parents in fecret: In the 
name of God haue 2 great care of this 
child,breed itvp in vertue, & through- 
ly inftru& it in good manners , and 
make it ſtudy hard, for whatſoeuer it 
is noy,it is one day to be the greateſt, 
| and 
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-1d prime man of al Chriſtendome; 
Thole worthy Gentlemen of Geuau- 
dan did not conceyue he meant to fo- 
retell, but ſuppoſed rather, that out of 
ciuil courtely he withd he might one 
day be a great man. But the trueth is 
it was an oracle, and was as much as 
toſay, he ſhould one day be Popezve- 
rily, you quickly fhal ſee him fitting in 
8. Peters chayre, nay which 1s more, it 
Shalbe he,who shal canonize S, Elzear 
and shal wel requite him. This Infant 
bred, and fet forward to ſtudyes , be- 
came Abbot of S.Vi&or of Marſeilles, 
purchaſed a very great reputation,and 
perfumed al thole partes of Provence 
with the odour of his lite. Now, he 
one day going for 'deuotion to vitit 
$.Baulme , to honour S. Mary Magda- 
lex 3n that Cauerne, which was to her 
aterreſtrial Paradiſe; The good Abbot 
vas amazed to ſe a braue gallant to 
come towards him, running with full 
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ſpeed diredly to him mounted on 4 
goodly milke white Courler : at the 
firſt it affrighted him, and it afterward 
rtedoubled vpon him,when he ſaw this 
noble Gentleman to glitter with ſuch 
bright ſplendour, Feare notthen(faith 
ElFear) no, no, Feare not ( oh my dea- 
reſt) I am Elzear your good Ghoſip, 
who by the expreſſe commandment 
of God,come to aduile you to go with 
al ſpeed to Avignon, his divine Proui- 
dence hath diſpoſed of you, and wil 
haue you to gouerne his Church, do it 
worthily, & ſerue wel [o good a Mai- 
ſter. Inſtantly it vaniſhed, and left 
the good Abbot in frightful imagina- 
tions much aſtoniſhed , ponder; 
within himſelf whither he {hould go, 
or not, whither it were not ſome illu- 
f1on,or whither Sathan(perhaps) were 
not trasformed into an Angel of light. 
Howloeuer. he performed his deuos 
tion, recommended himſelte to holy 
Magdalen 
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Magdalen, and at al aduenture went to 
Auignd6 to ſee what inthe end would 
become of this ſo ſtrange a viſion. 
The good Abbot comming into Aui- 
gnon boaſted not at al , nor ſpake 
one word of the prophecy of the 
Knight of heauen : Meane while Pope 
Inocent the {1xt dyed about the yeare 
1362. The Cardinals after the laſt 
obſequies done to his Holynefle af- 
ſembled together to the number of 
twenty , but could never accord, It 
often happeneth in Conclaues , con- 
ferrers of honours aggree not alwaies 
together in the choyce of a Pope, be- 
cauſe God wil do it by his owne hand, 
and thoſe who leaſt thinke of ity are 
many times ſuch as the holy Ghoſtwil 
make choyce of,and doth inſtal in this 
ſupreme throne of $S. Peter. In the 


midſt of this conteſtation among the 


Cardinals, a voyce was heatd (I know 
not how ) which ſayd. Let vs make 
Y 2 the 
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the Abbot of Marſeilles, this holy and 
Jearned man, wholc lite is in ſuch eſti- 
mation, no ſooner, was it ſpoken, but 
done; behold him choſen, and ſought 
out with much magnificence ; the 
good man was much amazed , and 
would haue beene mpch more,had it 
Not beene for the viſion. He then is 
ſeated inthe throne, crowned and an- 
noynted on the fixt of Nouember, & 
was called Vrban the fift. The moſt 
Chriſtian King of France went to vi- 
ſit him, and was Pontifically and Ro- 
yally entertayned. The good Pope 
Preached before his Maicſty, and con- 
cluded on a voyage beyond the ſea, & 
the King was made Chiette general of 
the Army. He did much good during 
the time of his Papacy , at which the 
deuil was enraged, and rayſed a mil- 
chieuous ludas who poyloned the Vis 
car of Teſus-Chriſt; He was bewayled 
Rs a Saint, He was caryed to S, Vittor 


of 
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of Marſeilles, where God declared the 
glory of his ſoule, by the great mira- 
cles were done at his Tombe. See heer 
the fruits of the garden of the holy 
Count, and the etfecdts of a Simple 
prayer which madeat once,a nin, a 
Pope and a Saint : after his death he 
cured many other monſtruous , and 
miſhapen children, he healed divers 
defective of their members , infirme 
in their bodyes, and paralitiques : as 
the miſerable Z7ugh Repert , who had 
for ten yeares together been layd in 
his bed,as a living dead man,and who 
could not {o much as ſtirre his hand to 
his mouth : poore Bertrand who had 
ſeaus yeares moſt cruelly been pulled 
in pieces with the goute,was reſtored 
to his ſtrength, and began ſtoutly to 
walke. What ſhal I tel you of the dead 
he rayſed ? It is held a great matter 
that S. Martin rayſed three dead men: 
He who can reſtore one into efſence, 

may 


» 
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may wel rayſe ten thouſand,it coſting 
God nought at al. Howlocuer , there 
are but three mentioned to be rayſed 
by S. Martin ,and S. Elzear eyght at 


- leaſt are numbred: And in what ranke 


put you the poore Burger of Auignon 
who being extremely thronged on the 
bridge when they caryed the bleſſed 
Body of the holy Coſit, where whither 
he wereforced either to leape hedlong 
downe, that he might not be ſtifled in 
the preſſe, or that heedleſſly he fuf- 
fered himſelfe to fal into the impe- 
tuous current of the Rhoſne , breitfly 
hefel at which time God inſpired him, 
and deſpaire gaue him hope,ſ{o that he 


cryed out as he was falling, Alas, If 


thou be a holy Body, in the name of 
God ſuffer me not to dy without Con- 
feſion. Meane while al men recom- 
mended him to God, vadoubtedly be- 
lieuing he was cruſhed in pieces, and 
euery one thruſt forward in the throg, 
| — thinking 
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thinking onely of themſelues. How 
ood is God*He heard the poore man, 
and made him come to the ſhore, and 
al the world amazed to behold ſuch a 
miracle, began to cry out, O miracle; 
whither that the Rhoſne, which run- 
neth with a precipitat violence did 
open ,as ſayth the Hiſtory , and recei- 
ued this poore halfe dead creature in 
its boſome on the ſand,or that he floa- 
ted on the waues, and were caryed to 
the ſhore, not by the ſtreame of the 
water, which glideth diredaly along 
like an arrow, but by the current of 
the diuine Prouidence, in the end he 
eſcaped, & it was an euident miracle. 
What wil you ſay of the vnfortunat 
Beatrice of Apt , who was ſtrooken by 
a furious blow with a ſtone, and being 
in an inſtant knocked downe , was 
dying inthe place, wheteof there were 
more then twenty five witneſſes : A 
good woman moued with-pitty fayd, 


Ah! 
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Ah ! Count Elzear, Ah, holy Saint) 
ſuffer not this poore creature ſo to be 
loft, without ſpeaking one word ta 
ber Confellor , If it pleaſe thee to re- 
ſtore her to life , I voy to almighty 
God, and thee, that she $shall thanke 
thee at thy holy tombe , and acknow- 
ledge ſhe holds her caytiue life from 
God, and thee alone, This Simplici- 
ty pierced the heauens, and arriued at 
God , ſo wel that in the ſame inſtant 
the poore dead womanrole vp againe, 
and which ( truely ) is ſtraunge the 
Place of the mortal woiid appeared as 
faire, and whole , as if she had neuer 
beene ſtrooken with the murdrous, & 
cruel ſtone. The fal of this poore wo- 
man brings into my memory thoſe 
whichfell of the falling ſickneſſe,who 
hauing had recourſe to this man of 
God were throughly cured, A man ſo 
humble as he, and who neuer had fal- 
len with the lickneſſe of vanity , and 
fond 


Count of Sabran. z0g 
fond ambition,weldeſerued to be able 
to heale ſuch as were tormented with 
the falling ſickneſfe & when they leaſt 
thought, were vexed with it. Ofal the 
deafe dumbe,and blindI wilrepreſent 
vnto you but one, who for her native 
goodneſle deſerueth to be memorized 
to poſterity. Iſnarde of Rotagne, of a 
Caſtle neare vnto Apt, had beene ful 
ten yeares blind. She had often heard, 
that this great ſeruit of God had done 
many fauours to diuers afflicted peo- 
ple]: She felt her ſelfe toutched with a 
deſire to haue recourſe to him , and 
wiſhed as young Toby once againe to 
ſee heauen before ſhe dyed. I ſhal 
plainly let you behold the douelike 
candours of this oppreſſed heart, and 
ſee the ſimple plaineſſe of her foule in 
her innocent prayer. O my Lord S. 
AulFias ſaid she,althoughlT be a wret- 
ched tinner, & not worthy to be heard 
by God, Ay me, nor able to pray to 

of Wh | him 
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him as I ought : Ah, be you pleaſed 
tobelſeech him to reſtore me my (1ght, 
I] am not importunat, I aske but one 
onely of my eyes, that wil make me 
happy enuugh.I vow to viſit your holy 
body, and to thanke you , it God do 
methis fauour. Verily the good Count 
did not reiect this holy ſimplicity, but 


Inſtantly reſtored her , her two eyes, . 


and perfectly comforted her. The like 
he did to many others, and to ſuch as 
wereafflicted with feauers,fiſtulaes & 
a thouſand other diſeaſes, yea lunati- 
ques, & poore people diſtraught, who 
had their wits turned topſy-turvey, 
were lſenſeleſſe,and lived like beaſtes; 
yea priſoners calling on his name felt ' 
either freedome from their fetters or 
comtort in their dolours , & ſad capti- 
uity. The gaad hedid is infinit, yeain 
the violence of ſtormes, and enraged 
tempeſts, being heartily inuoked,this 
moſt bright Sun of Prouence hath al- 
wayes 
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wayes helpe ſuch as had recourſe to 
God by his mediation. Let vs not 
then wonder if thoſe of the Lle of the 
County of Auignon hauing receiued 
the holy body at the time'it vvent out 
of Auignon, did al they could in the 
yyorld to keepe him in their bolome, 
& Citty. For my part I cannot blame 


. them. For would you not that a Citty 


ſo Catholique should defire a holy- 
man, who is the miracle of men, and 
the Phenix of the world? Eſpecially 
when they heard how in .Auignon the 
bels rangs of themſelues , & of divers 
miracles done at the arrival of this ho- 


 IyRelique, and that the whole Citty 
{ wasintrifph. Now the bearers of the 


body and the Cittizens of the Iland 
were twenty fowre howers in conte- 
ſtation; what alleaged they not on the 
one, and the other ſide? A thouſand 
reaſons, a thouſand diſcourſes, mena= 
ces vpon menaces, what did they " ? 
yo 
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In concluſion euery one is a Maiſter 
in his owne houſe, and the ſtrongeft 
euer hath reaſon on his {ide, and the 
weakeſt wrog. Willing, nilling, needs 
mult the delolate bearers retyre to the 
Inne, having their hearts transfixed, 
and ſcing the earth excerciſed ſogreat 
iniuſtice, they had recourſe to God,8& 
appealing as for a an abuſe , did ad- 


| drefſethemſelues to the Iuſtice of hea- 


uen,begging freedome from ſo vniuſt 
a ſeyzure. They of the Iland did no- 
thing but laugh at it, and were reſo]- 
ued to let them lament their fil, and 
cry til they were weary. : 

God prouided for them andrighted 
the appellants, putting them in pol- 
ſeſſionof their treaſure, but by a nota- 
ble miracle. Inthe night theſe poore 
people ſurcharged rather with grieffe 
then {leepe lay in great agonyes ; Be-: 
hold a ſecret voyce, which ſeuerally 
fayd to them all : children take cou- 


rage 
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rage, to morow early in the morning. 
keepe on your way , & no longer trou- 
ble your {elues nor diſpute with theſe 
inhabitants, who finnerather through 
zeale then malice , you in the way 
shal find the body you cary to .Apt , & 
shal be comforted. At their vp riſing 
euery one reyolued in his mind, what 
he had heard in ſleepe, and fearing it 
was but a dreame, or an illuſion , durſt 
not diſcouer it: In the end they afſem- 
bled together, they talked together, 
euery one diſcouered his viſion; The 
concluſion was, they would obey, and 
truſt in God: They went with empty 
hands , and they of the lle.were very 
glad, thinking that they hauing ſete 
good gardes about the houſe , nothing 
would beattemprted in their Citty.But 
ſaints are not to be kept vnder gard 
for they paſſe through gates , they fly 
| aboue bulwarkes and go through Sen- 


tinells without euer being ſeene. 
Theſe 
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| © Theſe good bearers who were in the 


feildes, and already wel ontheir way, 
were amazed they ſaw nothing , and 
were onthe point to repent themlel- 
ues they ſo ealily had giuen credit: but 
behold at the inſtant they ſaw before 
them the chariot and cheſt wherein 
the holy Saint was, and we muſt be- 
lieue Angels did that which men de- 
fired to performe, Aske me not whi- 
ther thele good men were infinitely 
comforted or not : Nor aske me not, 
whither thoſe of the lle were much 
 ashamed, ſeing what they faw , or ra-. 
ther what they ſaw not , Alas ? what 
publique deſolation , what lamenta- 
tions. To make ſatisfaction, and to re- 


: _ Payre the fault without a fault , nay 
| rather the ſuperaboundance 'of. their 
deuotion, they ran after with tortch 
in hand, and in proceſſion , to accom- 
pany to the Citty of Apt this good: 
Saint, who had'cholſen it for his laſt 
abode 
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abode. In the beginning the bearerg 


were affrayd , and doubledleaſt vnder 
colour of deuotion, they might come 
againe to bereaue them of their good 
Maiſter. There was heerevpon ſome 
ſmal ſtrife : but when they perceyued 
they therein proceeded faithfully, al- 
together ſinglg the praiſe of God they 
bare this pretious body,and moſt holy 
Relique vnto Apt. The Hiſtory ſayth, 
the tortches of thoſe of the Ile waſted 
notatal inthis long voyage howloe- 
ver, God was pleaſed to shew he was 
not angry with theſe good ſeruants of 
the Ile who deſired to retayne this 
holy body.I haue already told you the 
good offices, of this good Citty of 


Apt;ofthe vertuous Religious men of 


' the order of Saint Frauncis , and the 


great ſolemaity of thefeaſt. The great 
man the reuerent Father Mairon made 
the funeral ſermon , and told what 
he learned from him at his laſt fick- 
neſle touching his, and Delphinas vir- 
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ginity. A while after Peter. Marnaſqus 
Aman in that time of great reputation 
made another ſermon , wherein he 
ſayd that having often heard the ge- 
neral confeſſions of this faint Elzear 
he neuer could obſerue one ſole mor- 
tal ſinne, and heere in my iudgment 
behold a miracle of miracles , to haue 
beene lo farre engaged in the world, 
in the court, inarmes, in feaſtes, in re- 
nels yetas a Salamander in flames ne- 
uer to be burned. How much 1s Pro- 
vencebownd to God, to haue had this 
holy Count 2 What a great treaſure 
haue the holy Fathers of Saint Frauncis 
his order in their boſomes? They who 
forget aSaint,which hath ſuch power, 
well deſerue to feele a thouſand anda 
thousad cuils in their life but how hap- 
py are ſuchas have the honour often to 
viſit theſe holy Reliques , andwhoſe 
good aduocate he vouchſateth to be in 
heauen, and protectour on Earth, 


The End of S. Elxear life, 
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S. DELPHINA 


A VIRGIN, AND VVIFE 
OF SAINT ELZEAR, 


Count of Arian. 


Her Birth, and happy Education; 


ſpouſe of E 


CHAP. I. 


& O relate the whole life of 
{ this holie mariedzand in- 
comparable Virgin  1t 
F would almoſt ſuffice to 
tel you she was the deare 
[xear ; as heretofore the 
_ great; 
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great Greyory Nazjanzen faicd, thattg, 
exprefle al the life of his happie bro- 
ther-in Law;it,wasenough to affirme, 
he was the husband of Gorgonia, the 
paragon of Women , the Diamondof 
Her time : For in theſe mariages ſa- 
cred , and made by the hand of God, 
_ wemuſt belicue that the hearts being 
but one., and the -minds ſo ſtrongly 
tied together by the knot of al ver- 
tues, who ſeeth one, ſees the other, 
Which is here ſo much the more true, 
in that the holie S. Elzear confeſſed 
3ngenuouſly at his death, that al his 
vertue came to him from heauen b 
the meanes of his. deareſt Delphing 
who had ſerued him for a fecond An- 
pel-guardian ; that he firſt of al had 
inſpired him with doue-like thoughts 
of marital virginitie , a matter almoſt 
neuer heard of, to al paſſed Ages, and 
hardly-poflible. Inthis Bud are locked 
vÞ al the'folds of bis yertues, and al 
132 | the 
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faied Ladie ; (cing her with, ghild, dil- 


the bleſſed leaups of this role, of the 
Virgins of. her timg; Fully: te diſplay: 
them, I wil rel you, $he was:born in 
Proxence in the yeare 1284+ or, the- 
re-ahouts (for it-is: not. ; preciſely, 
known ) and was the daughter. of a 
noble Gentleman. named Monſieur 
Guillaume de Cite, and Dame PNelphina, 
de Puy- -michel : : Now £t9; laje the: truth | 
She was rather the daughtex of yertue 
and deuotion, then, of nature; For fi+ 
iter Cicely of Puget, areb pam—_ 
of eminent vertye , and ſiſter; of the 


pofed her ſelfe to. beg of almightio 
God, that her Siſter might happilybe 
delivered ; her fruit baptized; and 
wholy cynſecrated to the -glory of 
his feruice, For this purpole ,$hg'eue+ 
rie Evening faied the Symbole of S., 
Athanaſins : Quicunque vult -ſaluys eſſe, 
She fo wel, and piouſly behgued her 
(elle therein, that she was fully heard, 
""F X 2 Her 
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Her Siſtef theh moſthappily brought 
forth a litle virgin on Earth , and a 
great Saint for heauen , to whom was 
piuven'the mothers name on the font 
of Baptiſme. At the age of leauen yea- 
'was an Orphan, looſing both 
Her father and mother. By this death 
she through the infinit goodnes of 
God, gained life. This litle Creature 
was-ptt into the hands of her Aunt 
ſiſter" Citely , that she might be a mo- 
| ther vitoher, andon the Table of this 
Infantifie-innoceht; draw the firſt 
lineamerits of al-vertue : which she 
did with fo good ſucceſſe, that she fur- 
mounted al hope ; she diſtilled the 
mannaof deuotion into the affeCtions 
of her-heart-, and-powred forth the 
wholeſome liquour of piety. The bet- 
ter thereon-to engraue the loue of vir- 
 ginitie she almolit ſpake not of anie 
thing? but of the life S. Catharine , a 


Princeffe; yea the Phenix of Princeſ- 
[- ſes 
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ſes, faying the crowne of lillies which 
virginitic 24d ſet on her head , was. 
much more rich , then, that,, of gold 
and diamonds, which Regal maieſtie 
might haue crowned her withab, had 
ſhe been maried.'She in her ſweet re- 

tirements told her the ſtorie of the life 
of Saint Alexius ,a husband, & a V ir- 
gin, the puritie of S. Cicelie and Vale- 
1/4n her husband , two moſt chaſt do- 
ves. The eminent beautie of S..Apnes, 

a virgin of thirteene yeares' of age; 

who chole rather todie, thento looſe 

one ſingle leafe of the roſe of her vir- 

ginal [ntegritie; Laſtly al he Vin 
with the puritie of their chaſtitie were 
the ſubiedts of their amorous diſcour- 
ſes. It is ſaied the Hares of the Alps, 
who ſee not , nor live not in winter 
on anie thing but ſnow , become as 
white as ſnow. This tender maide nei- 
ther hearing nor ſeing oughtbut.the 


Angelical whitenes of ſo manie beau- 
| : tiful 


—_ 
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tiful Virgins, conceived ſuch aliuely 
atffetion towards this moſt ſacred pus 
. 'ritie, that you $hal preſently behold 
herbright, as an Archangel. Encrea-+ 
fitip in age She encreaſed in vertues 
taking no delight but to read good 
| books, to ſpeake often of God, to fre- 
<querit the Church , and practiſe hea- 
venly excercizes.Good God,that they 
who have theſe young ſpirits in their 
hands as primed Tables, what wrong 
they do ifthey thereon paint not ſome 
good thing ! vpon 'the firſt breeding 
abd Vertuous Education depends al-: 
22688 ©! the good or evil of anie one, 
50 toone as this innocent creature be- 
Fab toappeare, and grow towards ten 
Whteue yeares of age , beholda world 
of young ſuitors ſought to beliege her, 
ſome invited by the powerful attra- 
ctiues of an innocent and Angelical 
beavtie ; others through the luſtre of 
_ thegold and greatfortunes she Pe 
-d 


Uvife of $. Elzear, 323 
ſed , or enheritances, which refle&&d 
on her; the moſt diſcreet for her rarg 
vertue, and nobilitie of bloud : Bus 
theſe ſollicitations were inſupporegylt 
ble to her ; thefe offers of ſeruices; 
were blowes with a ſtone, or haile 
which ſtrooke her. Fo talke to her of 
mariage, was to fſpeake of Martir- 
dome. Death , and a husband , were al 
one with her. This innocent doue 
made no more account of al fuch foo- 
thing Court-ships , then as of Rauens 
and Cormorants, which loue nothing 
but Carrion , and delight not in it buy 
to teare it in Pieces. She entreated her 
Aunt to rid her of theſe Impoſtours; 
who pretend to be ſeruants a a mo- 
neth , to become tirants the reſt of 
their life, after they are maried, with 
ioyned hands she coniured her notto 
ſuffer her to be ſpoken. vnto of mas 
riage., nor that theſe ſuits might di- 
ſturbe her; yeashe eftecually _ ed 
gr 


324 Thelife of S. Delphina, 
;her ſelfe to God, begging two fauours 
of him; the.one to make her deformed 
and vnhandſome, that no man in the 
world might tiaue one graine of loue 
in ſtore for her ; The other to reduce 
her to ſuch pouertie , that it might 
 afright thoſe that otherwiſe would 
peraduenture deſire her in mariage! 
Alas ! how few are to be found in the 
world ; who make ſuch prayers ; and 
who ſo much loue vertue, as not to 
haue more affeftion to worldly 
wealth ! She truſted not al this, but 
deſiring to aſſure the treaſure of her 
virginitic ; she ſealed it with a knot, 
and an inuiolable fignet, to wit, with 
a voV in her heart to preſerue her vir- 
ginitie al the dayes of her life, arid 
to haue no. other ſpouſe but her Sa- 
uiour IESvs; vpon. which occaſion 
you $hal ſee a great battaile, ſuffered 
by this poore Creature, 


Pf. 
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| a as, NE would thinke © the 
YZ ASE world did conſpire is 


- 5 ruine of ſuch as have 


Ladie attathed* tyelue 
yeares of age , but that her Kindred 
chaunted nothing in her eares but 
mariage; It was to transfix her heart, 
totalke thus to her, she employed al 
her litle Rhetorique todiſſuade them, 
She Keeped her reaſons in her teares, 
che coniured her good Aunt not to 
forſake her, what did she not to dif- 
ſolue theſe deſignes , to what Saint 
yowed she not her ſelfe for helpe? In 
thele 
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theſe extremities a Gentleman came; 
ſent exprefly fromthe King & Queen 
of Sicily who were at Marſeilles,com- 
maunding her friends to bring the 
licle Delphina immediately with the, 
for they meant to marie her and giue 
her to young Elzear of Sabran, ſonne 
of the Count of Arian. Her kindred 
very glad lether know the Kings plea- 


is by them appointed. Aboundant 
Teares fel from the eyes of the Virgin, 
and her cheekes became as pale , as if 
they had gone about to cut off her 
head, Sorrow had ſo ſtraightly con- 
tracted her heart , and ſtopped her 
{peach , that ſhe in the beginning 
could not vtter one word hut by her 
eyes, making two liuel#fountaines 
xowle downe her cheekes, which voy 
rae 


% 
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the firſt torrents of her ſacred Elo+- 
quence. Then taking Courage & ſenſe 
againe, ſhe ſayd with a lowd and con- 
fident Tone, that ſhe had giuen her 
promiſe to IEs vs -CHR1ST; That 
ſhe was not to thinke of any other 
huſband; that ſhe rather made choice 
of a Tombe then a nuptial bed , that it 
was to talke to her of death, to tel her 
of a huſband ; That if the earth could 
not helpe her,she would haye recourſe 
to heauen, and to her ſpouſe; and that 
vndoubtedly God would be Maiſter, 
and ouercotne. Take my goods ( {ayd 
ſhe) Take al my Caſtles ! Alas ! Take 
al, and leaue me only the treaſure of 
Virginity, al the reſt I religne to you. 
Ay me!Muſt my eftate wake me looſe 
the only wealth which my heart deſt- 
reth? The rivers of her eyes falling 
into her mouth drowned the reſt of 
her diſcourſe , nor could ſhe bring 


forth any thing but. hehes and oF 
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which ruſhed out amaine. Her kind- 
red made no account of al this , aſcris 
bing the denial to a vertuous shame- 
faſtnes, which euery wel bred Maiden 
ought to haue, and to a decency neuer 
to heare ſpeach of mariage , but that a 
chaſt þlush should ſpred over al the 
face, Wel daughter ( ſayd they) it is 
not you wil marie your ſelfe, but it 
Shal'be the King of Sicily, and we by 
his commaundment : muſt you not 
obey Kings, and Guardians ? Go to, 
who hath giuen you leave, & this bad 
counſel to make voyes in ſuch mino- 
rity? Atthe worſt , the Pope wil dil 
penſe with you , and the King hath | 
credit enough to worke it. Vowes 1! 
made oblige not , and if this knot too 
ſtraightly bind your heart , his Holt- 
nes wil vnlooſe it; and ſet you at liber- 
ty ? Thinke you we are ſo {imple,as to 
ſuffer a potent familie whereof you 
are the {ple Enheritrix to be m_—_ 
$7 OF 
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for the fillie phantaſies , which ſome 
Moke may haue put into your braine? 
And ſince we propole nothing but af- 


| fancies, youshal haue time afterward 


to conſider at leyſure,whither you wil 
proceed ta mariage? we wil not to an 
il end enforce you. Time wil let you 
ſee, we do nothing herein , but for 
your good. But yerily we are meere 
beaſts to ſtand here in diſputation 
vitha girdle of twelue yeares of age 
bauing the expreſſle commaund of 
Kings,to do what they enioyne. Know 
you ( Damſel) what the matter is, 
(marry) that you muſt go thither, and 
not ſtand here ata gaze any longer, Do 
tconfidently,Trufle vp your trinkets, 


1 you muſt be gone to morow. 


' The poore creature hauing recej- 
ved this ſtab of adagger in the midſt 
of her heart retired into her cloſet, 


| & powring forth a deluge of {calding 


teares , She had recourſe to the holie® 
Mother 


Au Pt ” 


| $4 "The bft of S. Dlpbond, 
ther of God, andin ſubſtance ſaied 

( Ladie Alas and) my deare Miſtreſle, 
and after God the whole loue of. my 
foule, I here caſt my poore transfyxed 
heart at thy feet; Suffer not-thy poore 
ſeruant, who hath had the honour to 
vow her Chaſtity to God to become 
the ſpouſe of thy deare ſonne, tabear 

this-preſent reſigned oner toAn othes, 
What a heart-breaking would it be 

' tome, Alas! what a cruel Heart-breas 
king to ſee my felte ſnatched out of 
« the divine hands of thy moſt preciqus 
"anne, to be maried to an otber. I had 
rather die, yeadiea thouſand deaths, 
then to behold my ſelfe drenched ia 
this fad mishap. But I am not ſtrong 
enough 2. O Gad | what can a {illie 
miaide of ewelne yeares do againſt 
Kings and Princes, againſt her Kins 
dred, and ouardians, yea agaunſt al the 
world, bandied againſt me a caytius 
creature? Gracious Queeneof Angels 
take 
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mke my cauſe in hand , for next aftes* 
God I have put al my hopes in thy 
dnes. | i 
- Theſe words were waited on with a 
Shower of teares, which drew pittie 
from heauen. I know not whither it 
verea viſion, or a holie imagination, , 
figured in her ſoule or rather a ſecret 
inſpiration , which God ſent” her 
Howſocuer she heard as it were a voice 
from heauen, which ſpake theſe acce- 
ptable words vnto her Daughter) take 
Courage, my ſonne, and I wil neuer 
forſake thee: Too wel do wel loue the 
cthaſt, to let them be ouercome, 

Thou and I ,are ſtrong enough to 
breake a-ſunder the obſtacles. , with 
which they would endeauour to af- 
fli& the innocency of thy defires. Ve- 
tily thou shalt be victorious, what ever 
men may do, and reſt thou vpon my 
word, and the power of my ſonne; 
This fauour from heauen calmed the 


ſtorme 
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Rorme raiſed in Delphinas heart, whetj 
preſently behold her with a cheereful 
and confident countenance quitg 
chaunged , and free from al pentiue- 
n23. Her Kindred came to vrge her 
afresh, and togiue the laſt aſlay : ſince 
you giue me time (ſajed she) for mas 
riage , and ſpeake of nothing but be- 
trothing, I wil obey you, and withal 
hope that God , their Maieſties , and 
both you, and I, shal be wel content, 
Which was no ſooner faied but $he 
was ſent to Marſeilles where she was 
received by their Maieſties and the 
whole Court, with much honour, The 
Ceremonie, was ſolemnly performed 
although (in truth ) the holie Maide 
in her heart would as willingly nay 
ſooner rather haue ſet her foote into 
her Beere,then her hand into the hand 
of young Elzear. Yet thus thele things 
| Paſſed, and she was caried vnto Awi- 
$n0n with al the Court , where an ac 
cidens 
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t | cident befel, which much thoubled. 
| | her. Acertaine frier named Phillip de 
* | 2:c>+ who had often talked to her of 
- | the Vow of Chaſtitie , knowing what 
" | hadbappened, ſought her out, re{ol- 
e | uedto ſpeake very itoutly to her, and 
Þ | vith ſome heate of anger , which the' 
* | good man termed holie zeale, He 
| | drew her aſide, and with a wrinkled: 
d | brow, with an eye fierce enough , and 
« | alowd voice ; How ( faieth he ) how 
e 


Daughter, haue you been ſoil aduiſed 
$ | tocommit ſo groſle an error, as you 
e | arenow about ? Haue you not promi- 
@ | ſed toGod, and to me,that you would: 
d } preſerue your Virginitie, and never” 
e | narie ? What wil you make a ſcruple 
y | of, ſince you ſo violate the oath you 
0 | haue made to God ? Thinke you God 
d | wilſo let the wrong to paſſe vapunis- 
3s | hed which you hauedone himby brea- 
#- | king the Vow you made him? As for 
&] mel wil free my ſelte & chargeyout 
. cons 


| 364 ThelfeofS. Delphina, 
conſ(ciefice with it, not doubting bug 
God wil aweng the wrong you haue 
done him, Verily it was to much pur- 
pole I tooke {o much paine to inſtruc 
you in pietic ,{ince one breath ouer- 
throyes al, I with ſo much fſollici- 
tude, and ſo manieteares , performed: 
Thus. brake he off his difcourle very 
harshly , and halfe in choller thence 
departed. The poore Virgin felt her 
heart ſo oppreſſed, that she at the ſame 
inſtant could not ſpeake one word; al 
Her refuge was to betake her to her 
cies,and shut her ſelfe vp in her clo- 
ſed, with a mind fo perplexed , that 
wel she knew not on what toreſolue. 
Her gentlewomen immediately fol- 
lowed her , and hauing vaderſtood the 
Paſlages of the ſtorie , sharply chid 
the bleſſed father who through fo 
much indiſcretion had wounded the 
heart of the poore V irgin. Al of them 
together began to talke , to frame # 
Ws thouſand 


NY 
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. thotiſand diſcourſes , and to load hilt 
with a thoafand: reproaches ttot g1- 
ving him the- leaſure ofa replis; The 
conelufon was, he ſhould quickly bs 
. packing with al his ſctnples, arid'not 
be {6 bold as to retnrfe to the Corirt 
vhles he were ſent for , otherwiſe his 
Reuerece should be talked with; They 
made him get out ; and haſtily thence 
depart. Then they bent themiſelues t6 
comfort the Virgin, and mock at the 
frier ,deriding him, and his Colthite- 
nahtce , and framing athoufant icafts 
ypon it , that their litle Mifteeffe 
might turne al into a merricett 3 For 
that is the Court fashion to convert 
the maiefticof al vertues into Latighs 
ter, Bat che thorne she bare in het 
heart could not fo by ſottish ſeoffs, be 
pulled out; Sorne few daies after sHe 
met this good frier , and mildly faied 
t6-him 2 Good father feare not , Ian 
more then ener in tny firſt refolutions 
*X 4 Only 
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Only:-ptay for me , and you s$hal ſee;; 
I wil rather die then ever fal short. 


with God, and my promiſe ; but take 
heed:I beſeech you of making anie 
Shew of it, This vnexpected mildnes 
| drew teares from the. old mans eies, 
Who paternally loued her, and now 
' Praiedherto take courage, and wholy 
religne her ſelfe to the holy Provi- 


dence of heauen. The Ladies who ſaw. 


this ſecret whiſpering, and who tooke 


no pleaſure therein, drew neare, and * 


brake off this coterence ; giuing ſome 
Sharp reprehenſion to the good tather, 
whonothing regarded their pecuish- 


nes , ſo he might fortific the courage, 


of the ſpouſe of Teſus-Chriſt ;, and do 
her this notable ſeruice. Which he 
did, as you $hal preſently ſec,and that 
very proſperoully , but after a sharp 
battaile , as you shal now behold. 
The hearts of Gods ſeruants are as 


Anviles , perpetually hammered, li- 


wing only on blowes and iniuries, 


4 
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AlRdlndiefladnAnARAnaalndly 


Of her virginal Mariage , and 
Angehcal diſcourſe, 


CHAT. HE 


2 y H1s happy Maide 
F/ Jl 

| JESS 00 T = 4 pet three yeares in 

Fr I, To al forts of holy _ 

DE, DP cercizes of piety ; 


- matter ſo much he 
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> \TG7,.97 more rare,4s shewas 
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in'the Court-Cli- 
| mate, where vertues are commonly 
very infirme and fraile. In this torrid 
Lone , luſt walkes in' Triumph,” and 
leadspoore Vertue in ayes, {erue 
as matter of mirth" 
This noble Lady knew' ol how to 
ſpend her time , that the Court was-as 


<Cloilter to her , having her ey 
0 


[ 


8 Thilife fs. Dep, 
of meditation, of Examen of con- 
(cients; To tead the liues of holy Vis- 
Sins,of Confeſhion,Communion, and 
other ſuch like pious employments. 
| At the age of about fifteens yeares, 
It was concluded to proceed, and ma- 

 rie them. Aſke not hicher the chaſt 
Doue were ſtraiingely afflicted with 
ſo ſadnewes. ( Sirs) ſayd ſhe ;deceine 
not your ſelues, for I am reſolped p4- 
ther tg dye, then to þe maried, I have 
eſpouſed I gs ys-CHR 1s T1 wil nat, 
I aught not] cannot mary any ather. 
The Count of 4rj4n cannat wans a 
wife, a5 for my felfe 1 haue nothing to - 

 dawitha huſband, I am told maria- 

a Je. madg in'heauen; 1 verily any 

ſyred mine is made there and that 
fovrighn you.need nat hope tamake 
harken ta any other on Farth, It is 

Gy the conſent of parties is peceſſa- 

xy. tar he validity of mariage:my conr 

{ WE is then, that I wil never give my. 

Co aſeny.; 
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conſent , nor affoard any hope of it, 
What conſcience is there in this (I 
pray ) what kind of Divinity? Famat 
liberty to mary whom I wil ofal the 
Lords of the King of Sicil;es Court, 
and am not permitted to e{poute the, 
' King of Heauen, & Earth? If any one 
then can find me a match more aduan- 
tagious, or more honourable, L wil in- 
ſtantly giue way to itz but if not , what 
ſenſe is there to forſake God,for man. 
They wil enforce me todo ſomewhar, 
which ſhal at leyſure be repented. Do 
not I wel enough know what is to be 
done , which is to get me fo farr off, 
that they may haue no noiſe nor:ſound 
of me; and can not I chaunge my ha- 


bit , as ſo many others have done, by 
clothing my felfe like a young man 
for a time to deceiue the world, and 
then ſecke out a Monaſtery of S.Clare, 
where pitty may be taken of me, and 
afterward returne into the habit of my. 

| fexe, 
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ſexe, to liue religiouſly? 

Afterthis {light Thunder-clap , the 
Tempeſt ceaſed, and her heart powred 
out adeluge of teares through her cies; 
The King , and al the Court: were 
mazed at, the bruit of this ſpeach, it 
was thought good to emploie frier 
William of S,, Marcellus,a man of great 
reputation , and a bright ſtar in the 
order of $; Francis , he was entreated 
|. todiſplaiethefailes of his Eloquence, 
| and toendeauour to perſwade this ten- 
der Maide to obey the King , and al 
her freinds': He therein emploied'his 
fiue natural ſenſes, and indeed al his 
Divinity. (Daughter) ſayd he, I ſup- 
Poſe you ynderſtand Mariage is one 
of the holy Sacraments of the Church, 
and yet it ſeemes you abhor it : Vnder 
colour of vertue take heed you ouer- 
throw not” vertue. Can you make a . 
vow. without the adviſe of thoſe who 
gouerne you? ſome ſlight difdaines; 


Pa 
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hay poſſibly ſome dram of melancholy 
hath truſt this fire into your head, 
which ſhal perhaps be ſooner queched 
then you thinke, and the repentance 
of it wil be the more violent, by how 
much the more laſting. Thinke you to 
find any religious Order, to receiue 
you contrary to their Maieſties plea- 
ſure who'do you the honour to take 
care of you, {hould you enter therein- 
to by any ſecret poſterne, the great 
gates would be opened to let you out 
of it, and rather ſhal twenty fathome 
of wal be throwne downe , to make 
your paſſage the more eaſy. As for to 
abide in Court in the ſtate: of Virgi- 
nity, it is a meere folly to thinke on 
itz In you it would be much raſhnes 
to hazard your ſelte, and who would 
take charge of you vpon_ this con- 
dition 2 Would you not make a con- 
{cience totempt God in this manaer; 
by putting the ſnow of your Virgi- 

nity 
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nity into the furnace of the Court; 
not fearing to haue it. melted,or chais 
ged into ardent flames 2 I wil know 

the Virgin ſtate is the maſt perfec; 

but your quality permitteth jt not. ei» 
ther in a Cloifſter, or the world much 
lefſe among Court-Coles, where you 
{hal & none of thoſe Phenixes(which 
ſooner or later are not there conſumed 
to aſhes, If you haue made ſome in» 
diſcreet Vow , we have Iludginent 

enough to diſcouer it , and power ta 

abſolue you of jt, and rather then failo 

the King of Sie/ly hath (ſufficient cre- 

dit topracure his Holines to giyedily 

{penſation. If the Pope faie the word, 
] \uppoſe you wil obey,otherwile you 
* vil plainly ſhew, that al yaur endea« 
uour is nothing but peeuilhnes , that 
I may not pronoiice any thing worſe- ' 
Can you thinke me ſuch a beaſt , as to. 
be willing todamne my felte for you,; 
or it I thought I did 4], that I would ; 


go" 
i 
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£0 about to difſwade you from a mat+ 
ter, Which I otherwiſe eſteeme moſt 
holy ? No, Daughter, no , ſuffer nos 
your ſelfe ſo lightly to be tranſported 
vith ttivial imaginations , which per- 
adyentyre ſome ane moſt indifcreetly 
hath breathed into you? It that be al 


| I wil anſwere before God for you,and 


pledge faule for ſqule therein. Good 
God, how aſtoniſhed was the poore 
Virgin to fee ſuch a man thus to dif6 
courſe! She thrice lighed,lhed aboun- 
dant teares , and extremely bluſhed, 
and then in fey words replied. Thaue 
nothing to fay to you, but that I haug 
vowed my Virginity to Gad, I wit 
live and die in this ſtatez My fpaule is 
much ſtronger then al of you, & can 
vel preferue that which 1 have giuen 
him, Alas } I take it, it wero muchbet- 
ter for you to exhort me ta keepe my. 
promiſe , and preferue my Virginity, 
then thus impertinently to preach mas 
riage 


[ - 
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riage to me, But it ſhal not be other? 
wite,and in a word be you fully afſu- 
redof it. With that ſhe vepr,atd held 
her peace. 

The holy Ghoſt put a very ſerious 
thought into the ſoule of this good 
Father,which was this. (Deare Daugh- 
terſayd he ) If I find a way for you ts 
do what you deſire, and likewite what 
your freinds with; vvhich is, to pleaſe 
Godand men, would you not be con- 
tent ? Alas, ( ſayd ſhe) that were to 
deliver me frs the Martydome vyh ich 
ſoftrongly tormenteth my heart , but 
vvhat meanes is there to accord fire, & 
vvater, and to 'match heauen with 
earth? FS. Cicely (replied) had vovved 
Virginity to God vvho vvel exerciſed 
the impenctrable coſicels of his eter- 
nal Prouidence to gaine Valerian 'to 
Faith, . Martyrdome , and heauen, fo 
handled the matter that {hg was a ma» 
ried wite, anda Virgin al together. It 

ANT Was . 
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was not without difficulty , but finally. 
ſhe complied and ſubmitted to eternaf 
reaſons : She was maried, ſhe was a 
Virgin, ſhe made a Martyr of a hul- 
band,a great Saint of a wick Pagan, 
and of one ſingle Maide, a Virgia, a 
Spoule, a Wite,a Martyr, a mother of 
Martyrs, a companion of Angels,an 
Apoſtle who conuerted Infidels, in- 
deed what did she not? (Madame) jmi- 
tate tat excellent Virgin , God wil 
ſerue himſelfe of you to make a great 
Saint of young Count ElFear, wil you 
hinder God from making of Saiats? 
What glory wil it be for you to imitat 
not only S.Cice[y,but the holie Mother 
of God alſo, who being a Virgin ef- 
pouſed S. Toſeph,aftoarded Teſus-Chris? 
to the world, and withal made Virgi- 
nity fruitful. ; 

Do ſome-what in imitation of it, 
Marie Elzear, be a Virgin 1a wed- 
lock; who can tel but that you. may 


146 Thelfeof 8. Delphine 
one day produce a Saint for Paradify; 


{ _2companion for Angels ;,anda bright 


Sun for the Church, would it not bex 
noble miracle , that you being 4 Virz 
gin shorfld bring forth a Salnt who 
Should bea Virgin as wel as your 
ſelfe; and be your husband , yout bros 
ther, your fohne in IR5vs-CHR13T; 
husband and V irgin al together ? At , 
theſe words the heart of the beautiful 
Delphina opened , atid dilated ifſe}fe! 
She ſaying with a ſthjle Reeped in ar 
ouerfiow of teares. Alas, Good father, 
how much you cotnfott me. I wholy 
render my ſelfeyp, and truly find that 
God by your lips effeQually ſpeaketh 
to my heart ; I then wholy deliver my 
felfe vp to God, and fubmit to the 
eternalſecrets of his ſoueraigne , ard 
paternal Prouidence, that anie thi 

may. become of me he $hal pleaſe. 
The good. father hartily glad , ran td 
Net: Kindred ; They rauished with i ioy* 


haſined 
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haſtned to the Virgin Elzear; thinking 
he hat got the viRtotic flew ſpeedily. 
to the chamber of his deare ſpouſe, 
the King and Queene were infinitely 
pleaſed : One would have thought it 
had been a Triaph ouer a new world; 
ſo great was the exultation , that in 
concluſion , with ſo manie endea- 
uours , the ſpirit of a poore innocent 
vas ouercome, & ſo brought to paſſe, 
that forſaking the Virgin ſtate, she 
ſubmitted to the bondage and capti- 
uity of mariage. Behold how the world 
triumpheth ouer vertue, trampling ic 
ynder foote , making the meaneſt to 
contemne the greateſt, and.then ſtand 
and laugh at them. Time was not loſt, 
in an inſtant the Court is filled with 
Haugh-boyts, with violins, and noiſe; 
The wedding is celebrated , the feaſts 
are Royal, a thouſand acclamations 6f 
ioy,al ſwam in Hypocras but the heatx 
of Delphina , where an. impertuous 
ſtorme 
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ſtorme arole. Feare to be deceiued 
ſeized on her, and leaſt vnder hope 
tomakeheraVirginanda maried wo 
man, the'role of Virginitie might be 
{ſnatched from her-leauing her no« 
thing but the Thorne of mariage, f1- | 
xed | Sa: in her heart. O the good- 

nes of heauen! How ftraungly is the 
life of the vertuous mingled with 
ſweet and ſowre! When the day was 
ſpent , and the new maried Couple 
retired into their chamber ; Delphina 
caſt her ſelfe vpon both her knees be- 
fore Count Elzear, povvring out two 
ſtreames of teares,and thruſting forth 
by heape ſobs vpon obs laſtly drew 
from her much oppreſſed heart theſe 
tevy vvords, vvhich Virgigity dicta= 
ted in her ſoule (Sir ) it hath pleaſed 
the infinite mercie of my God, to inf- / 
Pire me with a molt ardent defire to 
preſerue my virginitiez His Goodnes | 
hath ſo lively toutched me , that vna+ 

ble 
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ble any fonger toreſiſt the holy Ghoſt, 
I haue made a vow of perpetual Virgi« 
nity. It bath been by meere force that 
I conſented to mariage, but be you af- 


| fured, I wil rather die, then lovle my 


integrity, I verily amyours by the Sa- 
crament of wedlock, but God's by the 
yow of chaſtity « 1 ought not to for» 
ſake the great God of heauen for you, 
Ay me! no, no, although to fpeake 
truly next after God I loue nothing 
{o much as you. S. Valerian & S.C icely 
haue trod vs out a path al couered with 
flower de luces ,they were mariedand 
Virgins together, living like vntotwo 
Angels; I: reſts but only i inyou { my 
lexed Geind ) for vs , to make in'our 
dayes this fingular miracle of pueity 
tobe reviued : Ji haue been ents 
ly told God would touch your heme by + 
= mouth,and that I theretoreſ{hould- 
make no difficulty to mary with you; 
that the band- of wedlock sbould tye 


our 
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our heatts, not our bodyes, at we as 

brother & {iſter {hould live together, 
The Angel guardian of my chaitity 
wil neuer endure you to wrong my 
Maiſter, and deareſt Spoule ; and cer- 
tainly you run a great hazard of life, 
if you proue ſo daring as to attempt 
any thing vpon my perſon, which is 
ſacred, and yowed to God. 

Let vs liue (Dearctreind) let vs live 
as the Angels aboue in heauen, rather 
then in the mire of worldly corrup- 
tion,wherein men whilit they breath, 
brutiſhly wallow! O happie Delphina, 
thrice happy to tal into the hands of 
the chaſt Count Elzear ! Theſe words 
were drenched in a huge deluge of 
flowing teares which fel into her 
mouth , and on her Virgin boſome, 
Now when the eyes ſpeake it were 4 
thing ſuperfluous to make the tongue * 
talke, which neuer can deliuer it ſelfe 
like vatoour eyes, Elzeartelt his heart 
| trans- 
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wansfifcd, and altonished it ever any 
were, much a doo had he to find his 
tongue & heart to anſyere this lo in- 
fivicely vaexpected demaund , in the 
end he breathed forth his oriefe. Had 
you { deare freind ) a delireto line a 
Virgin, you ought not fo ealily to 
have admitted of mariage, & to abuſe 
both me, and my freinds ; bur ſince 


' you are maried ( me thinkes ) you 


Should no longer thinke vpon the 
preſeruation of Virginity. A thing 
vnheard of through al Ages, is nat to 
be dane in ours; To match fire and 
ſnow, is a matter aboue the reach of 
mankind. At one inſtant you go about 
to wound the hearts of al my allyes & 
yours , who shal ſee before their eyes 
two fourishing families , diffolned. 
Was it not enough for you to engage 4 
your lelf vpon this vow of Virginity; 
without enforcing mevato it,me,who 
never have th ought of it,but as to Hue 
f 2 very, 


# . fines enough to preſerue their V irgi- | 
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very chaſtly. ; ha hap. this 
Paradox; To marie, to preſerve Virgi- 
nity?Thinke youl can make a fourth, 

& eater into the Ouen with the three 
Ingocents, and not feele the feruours 
of fire which waſteth the ſtrongeſt 
men; Youalleage ynto me I know not 
what Valerians and Cicelyes : It is trug 
they are two Phenixes, þut do you 
3magine al birds may hope to be meta- 
morpholſed into Phenixes? {ince they 
werealmoſt as ſoone Martyrs, as ma» 
Tied, and in the þloud of their Martir- 
domes, they queched al the fire which 
Tight in their life-times have burnt 
hom. Can we if we liue fifty ycares 
together hope for this fauour, ſince an 
the horror of deſerts , amzogſt sharpeſt 
rocks , the pertecteſt Hermits had by- 


If pity ? If you would ſay you would gg 
into a Cloiſter, I ide 2 wildernes, 
there wight be ſome apparanceofrea-} 
n-: 
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ſort 3 but ro live together, to fee our 


 ſelaes day & night in the ftrength of 


youth , to be' marted perperndlly at 
Court, in the midſt of ffatrtes and 
Hashes of fulphur ; only childrerr of 
our families, I challenge the moft atr- 
ſtere Religious inthe wotld,to vnder- 
take it? Wi you rtiake no confeience 
in faving your owne Virginitie, to 
drench nie itt ar! Abiffe, wherein F . 
perhaps shal be conſtrained to preci- 
pitate my chaftity, Let ys do better,et 


the Pope difpente with this iI concei- 


ned Vow,or put you ttto #Monaftery, 
andgiue meteaue to marie} Thus chal 
we get our of this troubleſonie aba« 
rinth. Delphing tooke Courage; & pure 
ſuing her firſt deſigne, ſo hattdled'the 
matter, that she obtained the firſt 
night, which she fpdat in prayer, atid 


the effulion of teares: Blzear, and 5he 


had many other difcourſes, but the 


domix” ! 
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dominance and power to the'teares && 
words of Nelphina thatghe got Elteart 
goad url she vied ſuch preualeny 
perfuadigen » that he willingly ſacrif. 
cedal his innocent pleaſures to Virgi- 
{ nity, God tet him ſes the thornes of 
| roatiage, and the; immortal lillies of 
Virgia purittc;he madehim to abhor 
the Poitutions of pleaſures which how 
naveent ſoeaer, are norhing but ors 
dures, «hametul, and moſt flurrtivh vp- 
cleanes, That it is beter tobe a Comes 
panjon of Archangel and al the Se- 
rephins, then father of three or fowre' 
litle children, who perbaps wil prous 
withod wipers, hornc to teare their 
Mothers wombe, and griaw their fa- 
thers heart afander: That it were much 
| better to have God for heire then an 
Vngravefal reprabate, and Arhciftical | 
fonne, who would no deigne to fer ſo 
much. gs, a marble Table on his fathers 
Tombe , for feare of aver much ex» 
pence, 


S. 
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ence. Wrefched father , of ſo miſera- 

| te afonne!whither then are our Trea- 

fures better placed aboue the vault of 
heaven, or in our Coffers, to be aprey 
for thieues , and perhaps of Executio- 
ners? Wel, they reſoluedtoliue toge- - 
ther like two innocent Doues, and as 
thoſe two Cherubins bound to the 
Arck, which perpetually looked one 
vpon an other,and never touched cach 
other,and had God betweene:them,or 

_ els an Angel Vicar general of God, 
The holy Ghoſt gaue powerful moti- 
ues to Elzears heart ,and inſpirations 
fo efficacious, that he was forced to ſel 
himſelfe to God, and refigne: himſelf 
to his holy direQtion. 


I 


of 
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AERAVEEDAAE) 
Of her new affaires , and moſt 


bitter contradiftion. 


S H AP, 4111, 


IRGINAL purities 5 1s af 
& 1n excellent fauoar, eues 
rie one who hath it about 
him preſently diſconers 
himſelfe , by communi- 
cating a fragrancie of odour. How 1c- 
cret! foeuer this ſacred complot were 
betweene the new maried couple, it 
was perceiued. Beetles die by ſmel- 
ling the ſweetnes of the roſe 3 Cour- 
tiers grow mad when they at Court” 
take into their noſtrils a ſent of Vir 
g1nitie, and abieCt ſoules loue nothin 

but ordure, The Ladic of _— hea» 
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ring,ittold thatthe moſt precious de- 
ligbrs of theſe young Louers , was to 
pray al night, and to enter-mix foun- 
taines of teares, very sharply chidthe 
innocent Pelphina , calling her inbit- 
ter fcorne ſuperſtitious , ſcrupulous, 
and holie Reformiſt. She appointed 
her yy ART" for the purs 
pole, and whom $he had inſtructed, 
inceſſantly to perſecute her with a 
thouſand lcoffs, and bitter ieſts; theſe 
pliant people lett her neither daie nor 
night , perpetually clamouring into 
her eares, a thouſand impertinencies 
troublefome , and il to be diſgeſted; 
yeacuen in the night ; they laie in her 


chamber to obſerue her, and know 


whither she paſſed it as a maried wife, 
or like a profeſſed Nun. So that ghe 


-muſt expect til theſe Harpies were-a 


ileep , at which time the poore Vizgin 
role from Elzear to praie in quiets 
What a totment was this (1 pray 2) 
| What 


& 
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What a hazard ! and what holie puri« 
tie ! In. the morning there was great 

care had toattire and dreſſe her; Theſe 
loue-bawdes tricked her vp, and her 
on fo manie trinkets , that it was a 
eat Croſle to the innocent Virgin, 
She was not ſuffered to fay a Pater no+ 
fer at libertie , she cogftinually had 
companions appointed, the molt gid- 
die wantons of the Court, and who 
afflicted her cares with a thouſand * 
toycs,and Court follies; Thete ſteight 
Tatlers did nothing but laugh at ber 
penances, and mocked at al. her deuo+ 
tions, talling them Hypocrifies. The 
Ladie of .fnſos did much , worte, for 
being extremely paſſionate to fee her 
felfe a grand mother , she fent for skil- 
fut Phifitians, and cauſed them to ap* 
point Recipes, that quickly Delphinz 
might be with child. From tune to; 
time needs muſt sRe ſwatlow moſt 
bitter potions, and be her A” 
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che did with great courage , as wel to 
pbey this Ladie , as to couer the ſecre- 
cie of her yow. "There were no dan« 
cings, feaſts, nor trifling follies whes+ 
reunto she was not trained out. What 
a Martyr-dome was it to a chaſt heart 
to haue her eares defiled with athou- 
land i impuritigs, which {he muſt daily 
heare in Comedies , and entertain- 
mets of thoſe Court-Ladies. To dance 
without defire; To laugh againſt her 
yil, to cate-in {pite of her teeth, to be 
conſrainedly » brave, To be on the 
wheele of honor, deteſting i in ſoule al 
worldly vanities , vnable-to do wel 
but by ſtealth , to makg a hew to take 
delight in things which wound: the 
heart , are Torments ſo infuppor+ 
table , as nothing can be more. She 
was clothed al in gold, and Embrode- 
rie, but vader this olittei , She put 
rough Haice-cloth ouer her delicate 


aa » and wel decciued the world. 


Among 


460 The bfe of $. Delphina, 
Among companie ſeeming to laugh 
from the bottome of her heart, she 
darted towards God amorons shafts, 
and short iaculatorie prayets, which 
flew dire&ly to the heart of her 84- 
#;0ur. When {hecould ſteale a minute 
and fee her ſelfe al alone in a corner; 
O God it ſcemed to hershe was in Pa- 
radiſe , she opened her whole heatt to 
heauen, & her eies overflowing pow 
red forth torrents of water , and moſt 
holie teares. In theſe fo sharp preſſns 
res, wherein her heart was cruelly tots 
mented z shie begged on al ſides fome 
ſweetnes front Paradiſe , and fome 
drop of Manna frgm heaven, 

One daie feing a booke on the aut» 
ter in expectation of Maſle, by inſpi- 
rationfrom God, she caſually opened 
the Miffal, and hapnedon thefe ſweet 
words of the divine Ap6ſtle 8. Paul, 
1.Cor.10, Our Lord is faithful, nbv wit 


be ſuffer you-ener ts be tempted aboue youtt. 
140 forces: 
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forces; but-wil perpetually deriue firength 
aut .of yourweakenes, audcauſe your tem- 
ptations to bring y0u much profit , where- 
fore be couragious. Thele diuine words 
delcended into the depth of her ſoule, 
and enflamed the very bottome of her 
heart , but with a fire fo {ſweet , ſo af- 
tectionate that the poore Virgiz 
thoughtsbe should taint with ioy,and 
fal into aſwoone, Eight whole daies 
She reuoJued theſe ſacred words in her 
mind , with ſodelightful a tranſportg=- 
tionof ſoule that this pleaſure of Pa- 
radiſe enchaunted al her (uffterings, & 
made her a litle to'taſt the innocent 
contentment of thoſe diuine torrents 


- Wherewith God inebriateth bleſſed 


ſoules above the firmament. The de- 
fire to preſerve her virginitie redoy= 
bledin her among her incredible c6- 


forts , and by new oaths ratified her 


vow, mocking in her heart at al theſs 
lottishtricks of the Court, with which 
4 _ foolishly 


3%: Thelife of S.Delphina, 
foolishly they thought amuſeher, and 
to put away her {i}lie fantaties : Foe 
thus at Court do they talke of the 
moſt holie vertues. : 
Herevpon it hapned praiperoufly 
for her that the Lord and Lady of .4« 
ſos departed this life; This their death 
dried vp the tongues of thole Caurts 
| bablers, who no longer had the bold. 
nes to aſlaile the vercuous Countellſe, 
| welpleaſed to ſee herlelfe freed from 
thele captiuities. Being now become 
a Miſtreſſe, she put her family in ex4 
cellent Order, and wholy at her pleai Þ | 
ſure attended to devotion. That was | 
the time when Elxzear miade his new 
 Decalogue expreſſed in his life, ane 
that he ordered his houſe, diſpofing is 
into ſuch forme, that it was an Idea of 
a perfet Oeconomy. She no longer 
had any in her ſeruice, but vertuous* 
 FOmen, it was not knowne there was: 
any painting, pondering , or vnprofis” 
LEH table” 
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table Oo daliances foolfe, 
flaunders , and {ach like ſcurrilities, 
wherein moſt Court-Ladies {ped their 
time. Alas , moſt foolishly ! i o be in 
fauour with my Ladie , you muft be 
acceptable to God ; The moſt ver- 
tuous , was the oreateſt favourite in 
the houſe 5 There was ſeen no other 
Amadss de Gaule , but the lives of Gal- 
lick Saints , and the holie aduentures 
of holy Perſonages; No ſuperfluous 
perfumes, but the odour of al vertnes; 
To ſpeake it of an other was accoun- 
ted blaſphemic ; The Gate was beſet 
vith an armie of poore , al who dail 
had ſomewhat : 1t was a perte& houſe 
of peare and of God; and to (ay truly, 
it was rather a Cloiſter, then a Court . 
of Lords. 

About this time the good Lady,who 
had bred her as her daughter , pioufly 
deceaſed. She appeared to her during 


1 theſe great combats, in a reſplendent 


robe 
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robe, ſprinkled al over with ftarrs of 
vaſpeakeable beauty, She told her, 
God teoke fingular contentment in 
her purjtie of mind and body; thatſhe 
came by his expreſſe command to en- 
courage her, giuing her aſſurance thag 
God yndoubteiy would make her vi- 
ctorious , that heauen was propitious 
to her,and that one yould not belieue 
what account God made of ſuch as 
faithfully ſerued him : Inthe name of 
God ſhe aduiſed her to perſcuer if 
her good purpoſes, and by no meanes 
relinquiſh them: and fo ſhe vaniſhed 
* Delphina felt net heart to apen and ta 
be replenished with fuch aboundancg 
of heautly ſweetnes, that $he thoughs 
She should die. She was truly oþedigng 
to her husband, and honoured him 
a Saint. She {o wel. proportioned.hen 
time, that she gaue to God his cer 
taine howers , and to houshold occay 
fipas what was fit., without omitting 
x anlg 
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Uvife of $, Elezar, yes 
any thing , wel knowing the deuos 
tions of a maried woman ought to be - 
ordered in a different manner from 
perſons religious, and ſuch as are des 
dicated to the ſeruice of God. She vn 
derſtood matters belohging to God 
are alwayes done in- order , ahd admit 
of no confuſion. That true Contem= 
plation is the ſiſter of Aion, & that 


| the good Siſters Martha and Magdalen 


muſt help one an other. That it is 4 
gteat abuſe vnder colour of deuotion 
to forget houshold occaſions, and let 
al goat random:lIr is true ſlothfulnes; 
and inſtead of ſpirituality , a meere 
vanity, and a fond ambition to thinke 
that in maner to be wel 'vnited with 
God,and greatly to haue proceeded in 
the exercizes of vertue. That the true 
note of a wife moſt obedient to God, 
is, to be very obedient toa huſband, 
vales he be ſome bruitiſh man, and 


89 vithout any ftceling of God, or gut» 
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dance of reaſon. She who wil know 
the interiot Oeconomy of the ſoule, 
muſt looke into the Oeconomy of her | 
houſe : when a woman loueth the or- 
der of her houſe ; decencie, care of her 
gdomeſtiques, to haue peace wel ob- 
ſerued, the feare of God, and vertues 
alwayes wel entertained,andal to pro. 
ceed fairely: reſt full aſſured the ſoule 
3s ina very good ſtate, & herdeuotion 
moſt ſolid. Now this appeared in the 
Houshold gouernment of the chaſt 
Delphina : neuer was there anie noiſe 
heard, no riots, no falſe reports , nor 
other plagues of families. So ſoone as 
any thing aroſe in it,asſoone she haſt 
med to ſtifle it. She loued her ſeruants, 
as her children,ſolikeyiſe was she ho- 
imoured as 2 mother, and as a Saint of 
Heauen..She in no caſe would endurt 
In her houſeeither he, or she-ſeruant, 
who had committed faults , which 
were inno ſort to be tolerated or dif 
 lſembled 
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ſembled : betweene her, and her huſ- 
band , never was quarrel heard ,what. 


| he loued $he alſo affeted, and liued 


together in great tranquilitie , and 
good correſpondence, The families 
of Saints are Gods families, and com- 
monly good Mailiters make good ler- 
uants. Such was that of Delphina, fot 
it was a true mirrour of wel ordered 
houſes, an Idea of a perfett and noble 
Occonomy; ſo wel had ſhe ordered 
her houſe, where al was reſplendent 
in vertue, & in the ſingular intergrity 
of life and manners of al her domeſti- 
ques. She was that ſtrong , that chaſt 
Mother of a family , which neuer - 
could Salomon find vpon the face of 
the Earth, 


368 Thelife of 8. Delpbina, 


Of her Uviddowhood , and her 


exercizes of vertwe, 


CHAP, V. 


HEyY continued not 
long in this ſweet 
ſolitude , for Elxear 
P was forced to haſten 
& into Italy , to put 
F himſelf into the pol 
Mm * *' ſeſhon of the Coun- 
tie of Arian. Delphina was conſtrained 
to follow him ſoone after. It is fayd 
that entering into the ſayd Citty, this 
melodious voice was heard in the ayr, 
' Gloria in extelſis Deo , & in terra pax, 
It was an Oracle, and a diuine Pro- 
Pbecie : For the Citty being diuided 


1nto 
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mts factions, and the greateſt men 
falling into cold diſtaſts, and irrecon- 
ciliable enmities', no man could haue 
told how by the torrent of his Elo- 
quence to quench theſe coales. Could 
you imagine,that this holie Counteſſe 
ſhould be ſo bleſſed by heauen; The 
ſweetnes of her ſimple acctts but very 
forcible, ſtrake ſo powerfully into the 
rocks of thoſe :infenfible,and inflexi- 
ble hearts, thatſhe tamed them, and 
rallied vp together thele Lions & Ti- 
gers, which dreamed: ori nothing but 
to deuoure one an other; with teates 
in their eyes they ran mutually to em- 
brace, and happy he,whocould be the 
firſt to aſke'forgiuenes of his capital 
enemy. Al the Citty piouſly aſtoniſh- 
ed, began wel to vnderſtand what this 
diuine voice meant, which came from 


heauen, and ſayd alowg , that Fraunce - | 


had not ſent them a Count'& aCoun- 
teſle, but a he, and a ſhe-Saint. The 
Queen 


-< 
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Queene of Sicilie entreated her to be 
the gonerneſſe of her Daughter the 
Dutcheſle of Calabria. Verily she was 
the Angel-guardian of this young 
Princeſle, whom she ſo wel inſtructed, 
that in few dayes she gained heauen. 
For she deceaſed between her armes, 
and dyed ſo braue a death, that one 
would rather haue deſired to dye with 
her, then to haue bewailed her moſt 
happy departure. Alas! fayd ſhe; it 
Is a great mercy of God, when a Prin- 
ceſſe dyeth in the ſtate of innocency 
in the midſt of the Court : For lining 
long there, doubtles it is almoſt a mi- 
racle to be ſauecd in it. Can a poore 
Lamb among ſo many rauenous wol- 
ues, hopes any thing , but to be {wal- 
lowed, when leaſt ayare of it ? In the: 
'meane time Elzear went to Pari, and- 
died there, as we expreſſed in his life; 
whereof she halting had a revelation, 
shed a deluge of moſt bitter Teares. 
| . | The 
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The Queene came to comfort her, 
and faied nothing vnto her , but that 
She much wondred to ſee her ſo difſol- 
ued into teares, who in mariage pre=- 
ſerued virginitie,and who vnderſtood 
the libertie she hereafter should haue 
to live contetedly among the delights 
of ſpiritual life; without any reſtraint. 
Beſides, that her ſpouſe dying ſo ho- 
lily, it was to faie truly to do him 
wrong to lament ſo good a death, 
Alas, Madame ( ſaied Delphina) the 
honour your maieſtie hath done me 
much ſweetens my martyrdome, but 
in the name of God let it not ſeeme 
ſtraunge , I ſo ſenſibly bewaile the 
lofſe of a treaſure irrecouerable. The 
good Count (Madame) was the Angel 
guardian of my virginitiez His life 
was a mirrour, and a moſt pure Chry- 
ſtal glaſſe wherein I daily learned a 


thouſand ſorts of pE&rfections 3. His . * 


words had ſuch power ouer my heart, 
that 
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that, with two words he tooke awayal 
acerbities which enuenomed it, and 
} blew away the clonds, which inuol- 
{ ued my poore foule. 1 enwie not his 
| glotie! Alas; no: verily z but I be- 
moane my. owne mishap., I was vn- 
yorthie, L conteſle it, longer to enioy' 
thoſe rare perfedtions, relplendent in 
the {anGuitie of his like. The loſſes 
hath made me vnderſtand the great- 
nes of the good I poſbefed, The Tye 
of loyles:is 2knot much ſwaigheer.then 
othev; and the loue of vervues a thou- 
ſand fold ſurpaſſeth, the affe&ion. of 
bodies. :Other women looſing their 
husbands, inconclufion loolc nothing 
but a man, perhaps a Tirant ,aw Ara-- 
bian, but I'( Alas ! ).I have tbfban. Any 
gel of .heauen. My forow ( Madame.) 
is not aforaw of impatience , but ate- 
Kimonie of perfect loue,, wheretore I 
thinke that to gb about to.wipeaway' 
my teares were with me a kind! off 
crime 
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crime. Whilſt he lined I lived as a 
Doue, the.reſt of my dayes I defire to 


ſpend asachaſt turtle breathing forth 
my griefes , and ſweetly ſighing in - | 


an amorous. retirement , and aſpiring 
to nought but. heauen. The Queene 
mingled:teares with hers , and kifiing 
her, left her in quiet, eſteeming her 
moſt fortunate in this diſaſter , and 
highly commending ſo eminent ver- 
tue. Now Delphina: began: to lead a 
moſt perfect life. She tooke oft ab her 
attires and vanities ,.al that. glorious 
brauerte wherewith Women vie'ta fet 
out theraſelues. Her Hhbits. were ſim 
ple, very nwdeſt, yet moſh neace; True 
pouertie, and handlamnes are: {iſter- 
twinnes, Which, ener waike band in 
hand. Pouertie which: is: fluttish ,.is 
rather the pouertie of amhoſpital then 
of religion : She: louedithe Motto: of 
8. Francis ; Pouertie'; andcleanlyues.. 
Vnder theſe: ordinarie garments: she' 
| hid 


x» 
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hid courſe Haire-cloth -, which $he 
ware on her virginal bodie z sharpnes 
of Haire-cloth is the ſentinel of Cha- 
{itie, Not content with this cruel au. 
Reritie;zshe had certaine daies appoin- 
ted for diſcipline , which was very 
rough ; for it was not a diſcipline of 
knotted thread , and ſoft whip-cord, 
but of litle Iron linkes , with which: 
She mortified her poore bodie , and 
was often al bloudie. Her bed was a 
ſtraw mattreſſe hard enough , and no- 
thing els, and her bed clothes ſuch as 
modeſtie , & pouertie did dictate. Her 
life was not a life, buta long traine of 
faſts almoſt continual ; Her food very 
litle, and groſle; Al her good cheere 
was to feaſt the poore,and to pul mor- 

cels out of her own mouth to giue 
them to the miſerable, and infirme. 

She more willingly viſited the Hoſpi- 
tal then the Court ; Court perfume 

made her heart riſc againſt it, and _y 

| 1 
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jl aire of Hoſpitals , were her moſt de+ 
liciqus ſauours. Good God, how diffe- 
rent aretheſenſes of vertue from thoſe 


"of nature ! Her howers of prayer were 


ſo wel proportioned that al therein 
went in order; valimited deuotions or 
too long ,are the deuotions of ſelfe- 
loue , and holy idlenes. Litle,often, 
good, and welordered, is a note of the 
deuotion of Saints; Wil you ſee ( ſayd 


$he) whither your deuotions be ſolid, 


and wel grounded or no,obſerve if at- 
ter you haue wel meditated , you wil- 
lingly take paines, & hartily ſet a hand 
to knead the paſt, thruſting it vp to 
the elbowes in it; Otherwiſe thoſe de- 
uotes who loue nothing but quietnes, 
to ſit three howets on their knees, and 
al the daye at Church to drive away 
diſtractions, or els expe that heaven 
Should fal into their hearts, and to do 
a miracle by making a Saint of an in- 
diſcreet one ; belicue me ( layd = 1 
ance 
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theſe are empty deuotios, this is meer 
drowzynes. What deuotion is it (TL 
pray') where one learnethr to do no- 
thing, to become very headſtrong and 
vainglorious,and vnder colour of ele- 
_ vated ſpirituality to nourriſh a thou- 
ſand moſtgroſle imperfe&tios,ſo much 
the more daungerous ,.as the parties 
ſuppoſe themſelues aduanced towards 

the moſt eminent perfection. 
__ - AnErrour, (Alas! }Anerrour,like 
to thoſe of cheaters, whoſeing a'child 
hiuing adiamond of great value; giue 
it an apple;or ſome painted glaſſe,and 
ſnarch the: iewel out of its innocent 
hakds.The holie Countefle prayed for 
two, and laboured for fowre. You 
{hould have ſeen her perpetually witli 
worke in hand amongſt her Maidesz 
but one would have thought fire had 
been there ;, ſo ſpeedy they. were in | 
their buſines; To ſee fier you would. 
haue ſaid ſhe had a defire to grow rick} 


by | 
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by hard labour, & al her good fexuancs 
ſtroue to the death who ſhould do 
beſt, moſt, and ſooneſt,but were other 
wiſe al of them ſo merry and conten+ 
ted, that it is not wel to be expreſled. 
Al their works were no ſooner done, 
but cofiſcated & giuen to the Church, 
or els to ſome hoſpital, that is to ſay, 
conſecrated to God. Al this was but 
the prentiſhip of her perfe&ion? For 
ſhedraue the point of her vertue much 
farther. She coniured the King to giue 
her leaue to ſel al her lids togiuethem 
to the poore, following the counſel of 
Il ESvs-CHRIST and the example 
of $. Francis , whom {he tenderly 
ved. The King was deafe on that ea 
of ſelling ſo many goodly Lord{hips 
to buy a wallet ; and to pul out of the 
hands of her allyes fofaire poſſeſſions, 


' to put al into the power of towre beg- 
-gers, and buryal of it in a ſpittle. And 
-| who (beloued) wil cheriſh you, when 


you 
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you haue loſt al?thus ſayd be? And wh 
you haue giuen alata blow , what wil 
you afterward giue to the poore? Is it 
not enough to afford the fruit, without 
aliening the foile? Wil you put your 
heires to the ſcrip, to fil the wallets of 
beggers , and.prodigally powre out al 
your eſtate to them? Did your aunce(- 
tours ſweat bloud and water to pur- 
chaſe theſe goodly Caſtles to beare 
them into an hoſpital , and fatten a 
bearpe of loyterers, whilſt your kin- 
dred dye of tamine? Do you ſo diſ- 
poile your allyes, and teare out their 
bowels to. glut vnknown varlets 2 
Niece) you muſt gouerne your deuo- 
tions, and not maſſacre comandments 
to obſerue Counſels. What ſhal I ſay 
 toyour Kindred to comfort them?Shal 
I conſeat to their ruine, to ſee with 
their ſpoiles, beggers enriched, fit tg 
be ſent to the galleys to get their lis 
ning with ſtrokes of a Buls {inewes? 
| yerily 
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yerily they who breath theſe ſuperſtj- 
tions into you , deſerue exemplar pus 
niſhment,8& were it not for your ſake, 
I know not what Iuſtice should not 
ynpardonably be infliged vpon them. 
See there an earthly and worldly dif- 
courſe behold here a heauenly. Delphj- 
na wept , and powring forth ſo manje 
teares interrupted with ſuch affeQio- 
nate fighes,ſpake words ſo divine, and 
enflamed with the loue of God, and 
holie pouerty, that they were as many 
Shots of arrowes which transfixed the 
heart of good King Robert. This ſweet 
violence conſtrained him to giue con- 
ſent,and willing , nilling to admit of 
her requeſt. The good Counteſle ſur- 
prized with vnſpeakeable ioy, inſtant» 
ly went about her buſines,she ſolid al, 
and keeping back very litle , that she 
might not be chargeable to her Kine 
dred diſtributed al , and gaue it to the, 

poore, Then she went to confeflion, 


”3 
ang 


glo Thelfe of S. Delphina, | 
and 2 while after receined the 
bleſſed Sacrament; Forthwith in pre« 
fence of her wayting gentlewomen, 
and thoſe of her family , she made a 
ſolemne yow of perpetual pouertie, 
al the world difloluting into teares, 
but her ſelfe , who with a cheereful 
eye, with an Angehieal Countenance 
*pronounced al the words of it as it she 
had gained the Kingdome of heauen, 
and bought it with ready money , re- 
turning to her chamber;taking off her 
garment, & kneeling before her mai- 
des she prayed them for God's ſake, to 
giue her, a Coate of almes. The poore 


.” maides proſtrated themſelnes al on 


the earth,and shed ſo many teares,and 
made ſo lowd exclamations; that they 
almoſt fainted. In the end needs muſt 
they yeild to her , and find out a gar« 
ment , which was giuen her as almes; 
she moſt affectionately kiſſed it, and 
clothed her ſelfe with it , _— 
| Go 


+ 'Uife of 8: Elctaf vo 
God , that 'she hereafter might weare' 
his verie ,and be wholy at hisſeruice, 
; | Sheafterward expreſly commanded al. 
L | her maides that'they should not cal» 
» | her either Madame, or:Miftreſle ; bur 
| very plainly the humble ſetuant' of 


IESvsCHR1ST,& the Hand-maide 
of the poore. 


| ettttttetdotot 

| Of the holie , and ſweet conn 
fation of Delphina, 
CHAP. VI 

*HERE is nothing > 


pCpicaling as the conuerſa- 


R true Saints. Thete 1s not 
any thing ſo holily lights 
. ſome, their Countenances perperuals | 


Bb 1 


1y. (milng; their hearts ftil content; 
their words euer conſonant, & powers 
fil ; al their actions as ſo many holie 


char mes, which happily enchaunt hu- |] 


matte hearts. Queene Saxcia was fo 
| truly in toue with theſanGitic of Del. 
|. phina, that she could not live one daie* 
| without her. A thouſand times she 
craued diſmiſfion, a thouſand times 
She was denied. Not ablethen toleaue 
the Court, she ſought to turne the 
Court into a ſchoole of vertues. She fo 
welmanuredthe ſpirit of the Queene 
that she rgade a ſaint of her ; The La- 
dies of Court had much a doo to for- 
ſake the rofe of pleaſures to take the 
thorne of vertue , but Delphina by her 
conſtaricte bare away the vicorie. She 
had a prevalent power to imprint the 
loye of vertuc on hearts: Talking of 
God; (ſhe ſpake of him with ſuch pre- 
domibance, that she perſwaded anie | 
thiopg shbe pleaſed. When the heargy 


\ 


anc " ; 
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ang cies ſpcake the heart angeles 
the hearer anlyers, and make agiging 
Eecho , affording <ghey for bghes, 
xeares for teares ,and iames of diving 
loue for the like. When Pelphing enx 
| tertained the Queene vith ſpirituel 
* | © things, nothing was ſo much feared 
as to haye her make an end of ber dil; 
courle , or that s5he $hovId cut it off ig 
the migdlt , fo mych way $he rauighed 
| Vith the (yetnes of her heayenly dil- 
courſes. You might, haue leen 2l the 
Ladies tic to the bleſſed lips'at the 
bolie Cqunteſſe : You may iudge what 
She dig inreGifying the roial (oule of 
the Queene , þy that she capled her 
maicitic to do. For firſt she builtapd 
founded manie Churches of religiaus, 
having no comfort in the world io 
reat ,asto {erue the ſervants.gf God; | 
Eine {aied $he ) I am good torngs 
4. thing, & that the gualiie of aQUueene 
6 $3kes from the roial condition the 
» 4 . Bbzg powey. 
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power ſeriouſly to fare, God; Alasf 
 Atleaſtit is fit I help the ſeruants of 
God ,that L weep by their eyes, I tigh 
by their hearts , I {ing by their ſacred 
mouths and daily offer acceptable ſa- 
crifices by their bleſſed hands to the 
divine Maieſty of the great Potentate 
| of the Potentates of the world before = 
| whomgreat Kings are but as (illiebut- / 


naked, nioſt imperfect; and very milſe- 
table. 'She had a heart very tender 
towards the ſick, she employed al her 
| Tpare money to do almes withitz and 
| much better loued to place her orien- 
| tal pearle in the hearts , and hungrie 
| bellies of the poore;then on her eares, 
orabout her neck. Shut your eyes ( oh 
| {Terrefttial ſoules,) and shut your ea- 
| res ( you curious Women ) leaſt your 
| Hearts faileyou, in hearing and ſeing 
|| whatlam about to relate of her heroi- 
| _ and- _ 38 2 vertues. This _ 
i \ Prins 4 


| terflies, and wormes of the earth-,al/ | 
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Princeſſe had ſo wel ſubdued the re- '| 
bellion of her body , and mortifyed, | 
her appetites, that the moſt hideouſly 
 infirme,were thoſeshe moſt eſteemed, # 
In light of the Court she was often | 
beheld to embrace,and kiſſe poore lea» | 
; Prous women with ſo great ioy,that.it | 
. Is almoſt incredible. The Lords of the 8 

Court,& the great Ladies turnedtheir |} 
faces away , and felt their hearts to } 
quake , almoſt dying with the ſole } 
imagination-of it. The Queene did i 
nothing but laugh at it,ſaying shefelt 3 
a ſoueraigne ſweetnes which comfor- | 
ted her heart. They mocked at her, & j 
coineda thouſand tales & Court jjeſts | 
ypon it. The good Queene ceaſed not. | 
to continue, and redouble thoſe ( as it. Þ 
were) inimitable a&s. On the holie, 
Thurſdayes $she cauſed al the women # 
eatenvp with leaprouſie to come into | 
her chamber, washed their feet with Þ 
ber Roial hands,wiped them,and wees 
LS 
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ping for Them af. mh Liſed thes 
then Rrited them their dinner ; het 
ſelFe Vayting at'the table ; with [> 
good 4 grace that nothing could be 
more; laſtly She gave thein Her owne 
| girinents ; "att t in their hands 
bo Altes, Ac biddive theth fare- 
| ;fo hirrily kiffed GN. thit Her 
| the 26d 'wortteh cond art choole 
batlet bottnbice of tthres tbfal from 
| their cies, beNoMdibg this roialſpedta- 
| eto Htonith inenahd Angels. Good 
| God what an infltite power hath 
| God's grace'oner tnafire. Wil you be- 
| Hevewhat The tel y6g?But (hy Should 
oy nodt'belivue it of fath'a Princefſe 
| Framed by f6 exebtlettt alrahd , as Was 
Delp heme” 5 ? She picked out ſore one 
| of thefe' miſerable creatures , ( m 
[- Hefrt prottipts 'me $he choſe the tro 
| Akgirel of then ul, ) and lxied het 
| in Her owne bed, texte White She 
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eſteeming ber ſelfe moſt happie tþ 
haue put I'Esvs-CHRIST into her 
bed, and to haueflept at his feet, fince 
he had vndoubtedly ſaicd: What is done || 
' fo the moſt wretched poore creature of the || 
world, is done to himſelfe.Now here it | 
was , where her Ladies loſt their pa- | 
tience. Ah ! How Madame ( faied | 
they ) haue you then a defire tomake 
aſpittle of your pallace, and Hoſpi- 
tal chamber-wayters of your great La- 
dies? Know you not this' diſeaſe is 
contagious ; Do you not imagine 
whilſt you lodge this naſtynes 1m your | 
R oyal bed, you may bring this ſhame- | 
ful maladie vpon the King, ahd your | 
Royal Iſſae 7 Ts \it not envugh Tor 
Kings to build Hoſpitals , vles they} 
go into them themſelues ',/of-dravy} 
thetninto their cabinets to infeitthel] 
Court with their imputitie f-you wil 
 eftraunge al the world fron youry 
Cour, nor wil there beanie date ap 
HP | ke Proac 
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proach neare your maieſtic. Howſoes- 
ner, if you-wil needs vilitthefick, and- 
take a turne in the Hoſpital a God's 
.name al the world wil follow you, but 
.to {ee you handle theſe ſo lothlome _ 
| -andvgly women, to ſee them lodged 
inthe bed, wherein your ſelfe intend 
"to lie the next night , to ſet_them ſit» 
| tingatyour Table, and we towaite on 
| .them( verily Madame ) is a matter in- 
ſupportable. God himſelfe knowes I 
feele my heart to riſe at itand am daily 
almoſt ready to faint,ſeing what we al, 
to our great greife behold, Gouerne, 
gouerne yourferuours (good Madame) 
and our lives likewiſe, which truly are 
|-much endaungered'by: al theſe wayes, 
and hash innouations. We wel ſee it is 
.my;Lady the Counteſſe Delphina, who 
kindleth this fire in your heart ; That 
Iwhich is ſeemely enough for her, 
jought not to draw a Conſequence 
Ivpon your Maicſty ; we haue no great 
| | | caulg 


| 


ov 
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tauſe to commend, her fince she meta» 
morphoſeth the ſplendor of the Court 
into a bale ſpittle, & of a great Queen 
makes you a lillie ſeruant of leapers. 
The pious Counteſle did only holily 
ſmile at al this Complaint , but the 
good Queene tooke the word, and in 
an accent ſeriouſly ſweet,{ayd;V erily 
(Ladies ) your hearts are very tender, 
ſince you can not ſuffer , that, which 
.your Miſtreſſe makes but a ſport of; 
neither you, nor I, thankes be to God, 
are either dead or fallen ſick, by atten» 
ding on two or three ſeruants of God 
in their infirmivies. Teſus-Christ King 
of Kings washed the feet of Indas,and 
you hold it ſtraunge that I a miſerable 
ſinner haue washed the feet of Teſus- 
Chriſt in the perſons of theſe poore 
creatures, who shal one day be Saints 
in heauen. In al my life time I neuer 
felt ſomuch ſweetnes in my heatt , as 
whilſt, I whilſt I was handling _ 
tick 
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kick folkes; Io you enuie me theſe 
great celeſtial Happineſſes:But I pray 
do youll not make a Conſcience of it ts 
ſee Maide-feruants more nice theti 
their Miftrefſes ,atd Ladies , then the 
Quueene? What wil you then ſay t6 
lEsvs-CHRIST at the hower of 
death,when he hal ſet befote you,that 
fo tnanie-Empreſſes and Queenes had 


{| vt entred into Paradiſe but by the 


gate vf the Hoſpital , and that you fb 
much murmned' for caſting an eye 
on a wretthed rreature , and haue tb 
much abhorred to ſuccogr it, 

Get thee intohel (curſed ſoule) wi 
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heſay at the day of mdgernent, for * | 


we frck ,& thou vouchſafed not to viſit 
#e Do you imagine it wil be ſufficient 
toifay, Alas, (Sir ) my heart roſe at it} 
were 1t not better your heart quaked 
inan hoſpital, then to ſee it crack in 
hel, and immortal wormes to ghav 
it for euer? The poore Ladies beari 


thetg 
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theſe heauenly werds bluſhed for 
ſhame , & hid themfelues one behind 
an-other not any ofte daring to open 
her mouth to ſpeak aword-The filence 
df tongue , the modeſt bashfulnes of 
Contenance,and tendet teares of eyes 
made their excuſes with the Queene, 
who eaſily pardoned them this flight 
exceſſe, and heare of liver-, and al. 
In the meane tittie the King died, the 
Queene glutted with fly greatnefſes 
ot the world, & the vanities of Court, 
forſooke al, and put het ſelfe into a 
Monaſtery of 5. Clare Naples, which 
She had founded , and there tooke the 


 habitof S. Francs withthe wonder of 


Ttalie. She leada holy life init, andfor 
the ſpace of ten yeares would ſtil hane. 
her deate Miſtreſſe Delphinz neare her 
tearfing from Het al the exercizes of 
ſpiritual life. The fun gildeth al he 
roucheth with his refpleadent raiess' 
Delphi eucric where mate the fan- 
ens title 
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. CEitieof her perteCtions to shine , & 
al the religious women-hearing and 
ſeing her , learned Modeſtie ; filence, 
puritie of heart , and al the moſt emi- 
nent vertues of ſpiritual life. Worldl 
Comforts are very vaſetled, & ſubie& 
to Eclipſe. God reuealed to the good 
Counteſſe he would haue her returne 
into Prozence; needs mult she tel it to 
the Queene, but it was a ſtabb with a 
dagger to her heart,she cauſed prayers 
to be made to know the wil of Godz 
the iſſue was she muſt go into Provencez 
Her teares and tender affections caty 
notwel be expreſſed, and at this de- 
parture, it verily ſeemed the Queenes 
heart was rent aſunder,who after Godz 
had no conſulation in the world , but 
inthe couerſation of Delphina. Al thoſe 
Paines, and ſad ſweetneſles were ſacris 
fices to God, and the laſt kiſſe muſt be 
given before departure : your imagi= 
nation yil tel you the reſt, for my pen 
can 


& 
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can not expreſle the bitternes of this 
ſeperation., In the way , a poote wo- 
man aſked her an almes for Gods ſake, 
For Gods ſake ( ſaied she ) Alas!/Good 
freind I would give thee my skin, 
& heart; she pulled off her-garments, 
geaue it this wretched creature |! It 
was her.cuſtome to give ſometime her 
owne garmets,ſometimeher ſeruants, 
and she could not endure to be asked 
any thing inthe name of God,but that 
she afforded it moſt willingly. Her 
maides the meane time laughed , and 
cried al at once ſeing themſelues at 
euerie turne diſpoyled to cloth the 
poore, but what should they do, (eing 
their holie Miſtreſſe to giue al $she 
could with ſo good a wil for the loue 
of him , who gaue for vs al his bloud, 
his bodie, and his life? 
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of her returne into Prowence , 4nd the 
wonders of ha+life. 
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>& ER heart flew, and could 
Wd not wel becotrained fejng 
3 her felfe in ful libertie, 
and on the pojat to enr 
* ioy a retired lite ſo myeh 
defired. So ſoone as she came 1ntg 
Pronence , she choſe the Calile of Car 
brieresto attend to the ſweetnes of {gy 
litude, and to heare- what God would 
diate in her heart. Her dajes were 
wel ordered , hauing her howers af 
" contemplation , of the reading of. 
good bookes, of needly workes ,of | 
a&ts of Mercie ; the daies with het 

were} 
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were taq shart, ſe much $sbe had to do. 
The bookes she delighted in, were tho 
holie ſcripture , the Ghoſpels with 
ſome interpreters , fweerly taſting 
the ward gf God, aboue al other ; The 
Soliloquyes of S. Avgutize z The ra- 
ptures of his Confeffions : the Manna of 
S. Bernard's Meditations were her ordi- 
narie hogkes, & the ſugar with which 
he ſweetned her innacent denations. 
She moſt ingenuoully and angelically 
confeſſed that very often whilſt she 
tread thele bookes our Saviour made 
ber ſo lively to feele the affections of 
theſe two worthy men , that she ſo+4 
metime ſeemed to her ſelfe to he tran» - 
(ported into heauen. She haſtned noe 


| inthe reading the , but rcelished them 
re | by long draughts, and leaſurely road, 


and: againſt revolued them, caſting , 


- | amarous glaſices towards heauen, cuts 
[0g in two her periods with a thous 
| kn, ſighes, {hedding teares on hee 


T6}: ' Poorg 
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ſhe draw in the ſpirit of theſe 


poore bookes, which were almoſt af 
of them blurred and defaced; fo did 


holy 


Oracles of true pertection. Were the 
afterwardto ſpeake of God , inſtantly 
S. Augufting. was vpon her tongue, 
and the ne&ar of S. Bernard diſtilled 
from her lips,fo that she had an in- 
comparable power ouer their hearts 
who harkend to her, and it 1s not to be 
ſpoken what fruit she brought forth, 
The Lords and Ladies who viſited 
her], conceiued ſo great hatred againſt ' 
worldly pleaſures &al miner of terren 
pompe, that they trod it vnder foote, 
Vſurers with both hands reſtored, 
what they had drawne to them with 
one, and curſed the mad hunger of 
gold and auarice. Many maides made 
avow of virginitie z manie of. chaſtis 
tie, manie of religion : yea men haſt- 
ned to become Hermits., no longer 
able to endure the poylonous aire < 
the. 
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the world, and looked after nothing 
but the harmeles delights of folitude. 
To conclude, al ſuch as heard her dif- 
courle of Eternity, & heauenly things, 
felt I know not what kind of divine 


| flames, and powerful deſire of vertue 


to be enkindled in their breaſts. Her 
diſcourſes were thunder which aſto- 


niſhed the moſt ſauage hearts, & pro- | 


ſtrated the at the teet of the Crucifx. 
Flaſhes of lightning ſtrike downe the 
lofty tops of inuincible rocks, and the 
ſame engender precious ſtones fallin 

vponland wel diſpoſed. Delphina thun- 
dred in the hearts of the wicked , brea- 
king them in pieces, and in faire ſous 
les begat precious delires of perfe@ion. 


In a {ſhort time the face of Cabrreres 


was changed , and the inhabitants no- 
tably amended by the ſanctity of this 
molt fortunat Countefle. One of her 
particular deuotions was to comfort 
ſoules ſuffering in Purgaterie, and by 
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the effuſio of her teares ſhe endeauouz 
red to quench or mitigate the rigour 
| of thoſe moſt ardent flames. She was 
ſeen one day at euening ſong laying 
her howres, and in an extraordinary | 
manner poyring forth teares;ſhe was 
aſked what novelty had hapnedto her: 
Alas,faith ſhe, Raymond Coliit of Sault, 
is vpon yielding vp the ghoſt to his 
Creatour,nay the truth is, he is depar- 
ted inthe ſtate of grace : But oh God! 
He ſhal fora long time abide in Pur- 
gatory, vales God be very merciful to 
him, and he greatly comforted by the 
ſuffrages of the Church. The howre 
was obſerued, and it was found that in 
the ſame inſtant when ſhe ſpake this, 
the ſayd Count breathed his laſt, and 
dyed in his bed, far off from Cabrieres. 
It is very probable, ſhe much comfor- 
ted this poore ſoule, and many others 
but that is vaknowne, & couered ouer 


With facred filence and moſt profound 
; hu- 
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humilitie- 'She likewife did many fin- | 
gular miracles, giuing ſpeach to the | 
dumbe, health to the deſperately fick, | 
pulling the halfe-dead out of the hads 
of death, and healing incureable leas 
pers, When ſhe was much vrged to 
cure the infirme (tor otherwiſe the by 
al meanes excuſed it) ſhe put her vir- 
ginal hand vpon the patients head, '8& 
layd; The ſoneraigne Creatour of the world; | 
who can do al by his mercy, reſtore thee t6 | 
health, At Marſeilles likewiſe ſhe cured 
other impotent creatures, ſaying. I be- 
ſeech God Omnipotent and the blefted Vir 
gin Mary,(thele were her own words,) | 
that out of his great mercy he wil be pleaſed | 
to take pitty of thee , &+ to _”_ thee | 
health, 4s T hartily begg it, and require tte | 
What natiue and innocent ſimplicity, | 
but yet ſo powerful, that God accoms | 
plished almoſt al her ſuits. Let him | 


 Cannonize thoſe: miracles who wil, | 


for my part, I more efteeme her pro- | 


Cca found 
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Found humility, her Angelical purity; 
Her plainneſle,and doue-like fimplici- 
ty,her hairecloth,and affectionate au- 
iſterities ; then al her miracles, how 
great ſocuer. O goodly miracle to be- 
Hold her ſo long time a Virgin in the 
midſt of the Court, as a Diamond 
among flames and not be melted, nor 
to haue the luſtre of its ſparkling leſ- 
fened! A ltambe among ſo manie wol- 
ues ,and not wounded at al ! A great 
Ladie daily in Court-feaſts ; yet rigo- 
rouſly to faſt , and only fatning her 
ſelfe with the bread of forow , and ne- 
tar of teares. It is an admirable thing 
to ſee ſo couragious a contempt of al 
greatnes in the midſt of ſuch greatnes, 
Kings and Queenes lo earneſtly deſt- 
xed to' honour her, and viſit her , and 
She meanetime to be proſtrated in the 
Nooke of an Hoſpital to wash the ſtin- 
King feet of ſome Lazar, or winding 
p ſome corſe ina $heete for burial! 
Be» 


\ 
% 
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Behold miracles, nay behold a wonder 
{ſo much the greater, becauſe the more 
inimitable by Ladies of Court , and 
ſoules deepe drenched in the gulph 
of the world. O goodnes of! heaven, 
how much this holie Tady wil con- 
demne manie at the day of iudgment! 
I would to God I could here expreſle 
the ({weet extaſies of her ſoule,and the 
fauours she receiued from heauen ir 
the (weetnes of the ſolitude of Cabrie- 
res, her deuotions , her ſecret penan= 
ces, her rough diſciplines, her Collo- 
quies with God , her pleafing familia- 
rity with the Empereſle of Angels; 
The viſits she there receiued, al theſe 
treaſures are hidden from men, but 
are wel knowne and engrauen in gol- 
den letters 'within the Annals of hea- 
uen. We haue but this only complaint 
againſt this holie Zadie , and other 
ſaints the ſeruants of God , that they 
do like nature; which hauing created 
trealures 
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treaſures , hides them what ſhe may, 
plunging pearles into the bottome of 
_ the Ocean,, burying mines of gold in 

the vaſt ſub-vrbes of Hel ; faitning 
Chryſtal to the Couert of rocks inac- 
ceſſible ; drenching precious ſtones 1n 
the gulph of deepeſt ſeas ; Enchaſing 
Tvorie in the ſlaughtering throte of 
cruel Elephants ; ſending the Phe- 
nix aſtray ( if ſuch there be) into the 
thickeſt of the forreſts of Arabia; 
Briefly affoarding vs theſe wonnders at 
the peril of life, or rendring them al- 
moſt impoſſible. The heart of Saints 
are mines of pure gold of 24. Carats, 
arequarreyes of precious ſtones;trea- 
ſures 'of God and Angels; but humi- 
litie,ftlence, modeſtie, priuacite couers 
al this, and commonly we only ſee the 
bark of ſan&itie, the pith being for 
Angels. Clement the fixt then at Ants 
2non ; having heard of this great Ser+ 
#ant of God , commanded her to be 
TURN 2h. þroughy 
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brought to him , to make trial of her 
ſo celebrated vertue. Being come, and 
hauing kiſled his Z7olynes feet ; the 
Pope propoſed manie queſtions of 

| ſpiritual life , and of the miſteryes of 
our holie faith : She blushed very 
much, and was greatly abashed, ſeing 
her ſelfe before the Vicar of It s v s- 

CHRIST, and ſo manie Cardinals 
who had their eyes fixed on her, admi- 
ring her ſingular modeſtie. She excu- 
ſed her ſelfe as much as vertue would 
permit; but fearing to do amiſle , ha- 
uing caſt her eye and heart vp to hea- 
uen to inuoke the holy Ghoſt ; she be- 
gan to talke of the holy Trinitte , of 
the Oeconomy. of the Incarnation , of 
the ſoueraigne , greatnes of the Miſte- 
ryes of faith , with termes ſo proper 
and Elate, with an accent ſocleareand 
cofident, that al thoſe good men lock- 
ing vp their lips, and lifting vp-their 

- Eye-lids, much amazed; looked one 

vpon 
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vpon another , confeſling by their , f1- 
lence, that fo ſupreme wiſdome in a 
fimple woman , proceeded from the 
profound Theologie of Heauen, and 
needs muſt jt be, that God alone had 
taught her this ſingular ſcience. Yea, 
Dodtor Francis Mairon a Cordelier, and 
an Oracle of that time , meeting with 
ſome very hard paflage of the holy 
Scripture; communicated his difficul- 
ties with her , & was often much ama- 
zed, that she could diſcouer vnto him 
ſo ſublime & perſpicuous interpreta- 
tions, that it ſeemed ( as one may ſay ) 
that God had imprinted in her heare 
the ordinarie gloſſe of the holy Scri-_ 
Pture. It is God's cuſtome to reucale 
that to ſimple doues which Eagles ca- | 
not penetrat , and euer his ſweeteſt, 
and moſt taſttul Theologie, and con- 
uerſation is among ſoules innocent, 
and endowed with ſimplicity. The 
Pope kney it from the mouth of the 
| father 
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father himſelfe, & admired the good- 
nes of God, who takes delight to dif- 
couer his impenetrable ſecrets to the 
humble, & hides them from the moſt 
Exalted. It is ordinarie with him to 
make the filly lambe to walke on the 
vaſt Ocean of his greatneſle, and im- 
print foot-ſteps there, whilſt the Ele- 
phant floateth, and toiles betweene 
two waters, Thinke with your ſelfe 
what ſhe might ſay to the {ſimple,and 
what power {ſhe muſt haue, fince {he 
aſtonished Popes,and illuminated the 
Sunns of the Church. Can you then 
wonder that she made fo litle account 
of the clowdy and miſerable world; 
Since ſhe ſo euidently ſaw the cleare 
lights of heauen, and penetrated ſo 
far into the amorous Abiſle of Gods 
deep ſecrets ? 
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The Queen calleth her back, again to 
Naples, and what hapned to her 
in thi tourney, and return 
into Fraunce, 


CHAP. VIII. 


=> VHo hath once taſted 

PAYED the hearb called Zorhos, 
RN can never relich any 
SANE thing els, and he looſeth 

"IWE® the appetite toal others 
things, being vnable to leaue this de- 
licious dainty, He that hath once ta- 
ſed ſanity and perfection,diſguſteth 
oughtels,& only delights init. Queen 
Sancia, hauing taſted Delphinaes ver- 
tues,could no longer live without her, 
| Fowre 
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Fowre yeares paſled finceshe was wea- 
ned from her, but to ſay truly , theſe 
fowre yeares ſeemed fowre Ages, to 
{| her. She commaunded the Seneſchal 
| of Provence by an expreſſe meſſenger 
to ſend her back her dear Delphina:: to 
Naples , at what charge'ſoeuer, Al the 
world was againſt it , eſpecially the 
v0d Counteſſe, who hauing taſted the 
delights of Paradiſe and of ſolitude, 
would not haue plunged her-ſelf again 
in the Purgatory of Naples; The Se- 
neſchal vrgeth, the Saiat alleadgeth a 
thouſand reaſons in excuſe; vpo which 
the Seneſchal playing the Diuine 
(laid) If God wil haue it ſo ( Madame) 
would not you.? Ah Sir (ſayd ſhe) ve- 
rily , you ſtop my mouth: Let vs then 
90 to Maſle, let vs inuoke the i.oly 
Ghoſt; If God wil haue it that I goe 
thither, I wil inſtantly fly , fo much 
am I reſolued to wait wholy on the 
commaunds of my Maſter, Alas! are 
we 
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we to ſeek our own fatisfaGtions , of 
wholy the ſeruice of God, in what he 
commaundeth? Maſle is ſayd, she cal- 
leth again vpon God, & relignes, hex- 
ſelfe to his holy Prouidence, but with 
ſo braue a ſpirit, that God reuealed to 
her,he would haue her return to Naples. 
Shereceaued ſo many lights , ſo many 
flames, that her face became radiant 
and bright,which al the world quickly 
perceiued. She then wholy tranſpor- 
ted,ſayd, Mounlieur Seneſchal, let vs 
20 when you pleaſe , yea preſently if 
you wil, fince God wil haue it ſo, let 


k vs go confidently, I haue no wil at al, 


ſince God hath manifeſted his to me. 
The poor people of Cabriers {heda de- 
Junge of teares ſeing her to leaue their 
Countrey. But God muſt be the Ma- 
ſer , and ſhe muſt part willingly, 
knowing itto bethe wil of her maſter, 
God alone knows what {he did in this 
iourney, her exerciſes of pictie, her 


; mira- 


—_ > 
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miracles, her diſcourſes moſt /power- 
ful to enkindle hearts, for ſhe loued 
to talkof nothing but of God, and E+ 
ternity. In the end she arrmed at Na- 
ples, & I pray ask me not what enter- 
tainment Queen Sancia gaue her, who 
loued her as her own heart, or the aple 
of her eye. They liued fowre yeares 
inthis Monaſtery like two Seraphins; 
Saints are as fair lowers, ſome are ſa- 
tisfied with beholding them, and ad- 
miring their bewty , others ſuch in 
their odour and moſt fragrant ſauour; 
Bees alone extract the ſpirit and ſoule 
of- that, of which they make honey, 
Many hauing ſeen or wel vnderſtood 
Delphina were fully ſatisfied ; The 

ucen and her copanions drew forth 
the honey of heauen , and the marrow 
of ſolid vertues, with which they nou- 
riched their ſoules. A main proofe 
wil be in ſo much as this good Queen 
during her life and after her death did 
© many... 
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many miracles , teſtimonies of the 
ſanRitie of her life , and of what $he 
had learned from the holy Counteſle, 
The Hiſtory affordeth vs not the com- 
fort of vnderſtanding the happie cir- 


cumſtancies of the death of this bleſ- | 


ſed Queen, who atthe end of fowre 
yeares deceaſed in the armes of her 
deer Delphina. Figure vato your ſelf 
al the ſweetnes , al the affedtions of a 
fair death , and reſt aſſured it comes 
very neer to what hapned to a Saint 
dying between the armes of fo pre- 
cious a Saint, So ſoon as she was vn- 
der the ground , and that al duties 
were pertormed accordingto the qua: 
litie of the one and charitie of the 
other, the holy Virgin returned into 
Prouence, and went to end her dayes in 
the Citty of Apt in Provence where the 
bodie of Elzear lay. 

There encreaſing in perfe&ion ſhe 


diſpoſed herſelfe to holy pouerty 


going 
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$01"S> Deging her own liuing, and 
or her copanions, from door to door. 
Some wept for ſhame and deuotion; 
ſeing ſo great a Lady reduced to the 
wallet,for the only loue of Teſus Chrift, 


| others with bended knees,and kiffing 


the litle they gaue her , accounted 
themſelues moſt happy to haue put 
their hands into the innocent hand of 
ſuch a beggar. But as the world is 
naught , many did nothing but laugh 
at it,and inſtead of Almes,threw vpon 
her a thouſand ſlaunders & reproachs. 
They called her beggar , [dles-by, old 
fool,and Hypocrit, lily, brainlefſe wo- 
man. Go (ſaid they ) go old Sibil, get 
you gon in Gods name to toil, and get 
your liuing. Gobeg almes of thoſe, to 
whom you haue giuen your whole 
eſtate. Verily it is good for you toſee 
what goodly liuings you haue given 
to men more rich then we,and now to 
come to rob the poor,and pul the mor- 


cel 
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cel out of their mouthes. Is it not a 
goddly buſines to beholdſuch'a Couns 
| teſſe to go vpand down begging,and 
crauing fo from door to door, with a 
\company of ſturdy rogues , who pre- 
ſent you with a wooden disn to haue 
ſome ſcraps? Why beg you not of thoſe 
Moncks and Friers,to whom you gaue 
al ? Their pottage is much fatter then 
ours : Go then totheir gate ; and lince 
you ſo much loue leapers , take the 
clapper in hand , and go a begging 
through the ſtreets; Is it realon, is it 
fit to take bread out of our childrens 
hands to giue it you? Curled be he 
who gives to onericher then himſelf, 
and {o makes this ſort of beggarly 
people to be lazy, who doe nothing 
but vex vs. Good God | what ioy she 
felt in her hcart at this shame , $he 
thanked God for it, as for a great fa- 
uour z She 'bclſought him ſuch almes 


might often be given her , and ſuch 
liberal 
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liberal charities , which she more 
eſteemed , then if they had beſtowed 
mountaines of gold ypon her, she 
praied God with much tendernes for 
theſe indiſcreete ones, who did hear 
thele affronts. Good God of heauen, 
how different are the thoughts of 
Saints from worldlings ! Another 
would haue died for shame to ſee her- 
{elf ſo vied, but she cotrary-wile took 
an incomparable delight in being delſ- 
Piſed by al the world. Returning into 
her Oratory she powred forth her 
whole heart before God,and earneſtly 
beſought him ſo to handle the matter 
She might not be known to the world 
for his ſpouſe , that she might be ac- 
counted a wretched ſinner ( as indeed 
She was ) that al the would might take 
pleaſure to lead her with ſhame,fay- 
ing that ſince the ſonne of God had bin 
the reproach of the world ( who was 


the eternal widdom adored by Angels 
Dd that 
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that it was-more then moſt reaſonable 
that a Captive woman, as herlelfe, 
Should bedeſpiſed by al the world. She 
feared nothing ſo much , as to ſee her- 
ſelf honoured and praiſed. Alas! (ſaid 
She) how much I doubt leaſt this poor- 
. winde of flattery and foolish applauſe 
may be thereward of my lily trauels. 
O what a fauour should God beſtow 
on me if he would hide theſe flight 
elimmers of vertue he hath giuen me 
vnder the ashes of contempt, and hu- 
miliation! When this noble virgin 
prayed to God;and ſaid her howers, it 
was with ſuch attention, and her ſpi- 
Tit was fo fixed vpon God, that one 
might walk backward and forward by 
her, and she neuer to perceiue it. One 
w being at dinner $he felt a ſtrong 
aults to be given to her heart, that 
She cried out, O my God ! Omy God! 
and then held her peace , and hauing 
her eyes ( as it were) fixed in heauen, 
She 
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zhe remained a ful hower immouea- | 
ble, and almoſt, ſenſelefle , fulpended || 
in God,and rapt in an extaſy, Then ! 
comming to her ſelf, she farſookdin+ ' 
ner , Table, andal, and being reple= |! 
nished with God, went to her Ora- || 
tory , where she ended dinner with || 
God, powring forth two torrents of | 
pretious teares. Her maides wittily | 
made her to change her handkerchifts | 
for that they very ofte were moiſtned | 
with teares, almoſt as many times as || 
She came from her deuotions they !' 
wrung her handkercheff into a vial, | 
where hauing got togeather ſome few | 
drops of this water,they made vie the» ! 
reof to giue (she vawitting)to many | 
infirme who were miraculouſly cured | 
by it. Her deareſt delights were to mes | 
ditate on the paſſhon of Teſus-Christ, | 
in this red ſea she found al the treaſu- | 
res of vertue.But hers was adeuotion, 


Dd z ſimple | 
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ſimple,ſolid, and which concluded in 
greet humility , mortification of paſ- 
110ns, and true charity. It was none of 
thoſe deuotions, which vapour away 
5n the ſmoake of quaint words, and 
_ ſublimity of eminent phraſes , which 
anoſt ynprofitably amuſe many minds: 

For hearing themſelues to ſpeak of 
matters ſo elate,, they beleeue them- 
Jelues to be as they ſpeak,but this moſt 
times is but babble. The tongue of a 
Seraphin,a heart ful of ſclt-loue,a ſpi- 
rit putted vp with winde,an empty de- 
uotion , finally they are like peacocks 
who haue the head of a ſerpent , voice 
of a diuel, and plumage of an Angel: 

but vithal this, nothing of value is 
done, only a litle oſtent. Beſids the 
profit $he derived to her ſelfe out of 
| her true deuotion , God wrought mi- 
racles by her. A great mortality miſe- 
rably vnpeopled Provence, & Delphine, 

She whilſt,she prayed to God for theſe 


poore 
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poor afflicted creatures maſſacred this | 
death, which killed the world, & mo- | 
reouer moſt humbly beſought God, | 
he would forthwith cure ſoules, ſince | 
the ſinnes of ſoules infected the bodies | 
of mortals; which was done, for a no- | 
table change was ſeen throughout | 
the Countrey , one made a vow of po- | 
uerty , one of chaſtity and another of | 
pilgrimage; ſuch an one led the life of | 
an Angel , who was before a very di- | 
uel. Breifly this mortality , was the / 
cauſe of an incredible good , bythe | 
happy mediation of the virgin Delphi- | 
ma , who was the propitious ſtarr , and 
good preſage throughout al Provence, | 
There happened a matter worthy tobe | 
couched in this place. The Lord Henry | 
cheif of Iuſtice of Provence was con= | 
demned to keepe his bed, and it was | 
now two yeares that a cruel paine of | 
the head had (as it were) fixed him to | 
the pillow of his bed:It happened that | 

Delphing | 
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Delphina begging through the Citty 
came to. the gate of Henry asking a 
Ppeece of bread for Gods fake. The ler- 
vants amazed to ſee ſuch a perſon 
ſtretch out a hand at the gate, ran to 
the Maſter of the houſe; by diuine inf- 
Piration he himtelf would needs carry 
itz he haſtily leapes out of his bed, 
throwes his gowne ouer his shoulders, 
runs to the gate,kifled the almes, gaue 
It her, & ſaid, Alas ! Madam, you your 
ſelfe are wel able to giue me an al- 
mes, and I in my tura ask it, of you in 
the name of IESvsCHR1sT! She 
felt her heart to be compaſſionat, and 
notwithſtanding the honeſt excules 
which her humility would haue cau- 
ſed her to make, she had ſo much cha- 
Tity, she neither could nor durſt refuſe 
this gentle requeſt : She then put her 
hand vpon his head, and ſaid, God om« 
nipotent through his holy goodnes 
haue pitty on thee , and reſtore thee 
ra 


 * 
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to health; No ſooner pronounced, but 
done,for the cheife Iuſtice raiſed him- 
ſelf vp in pertect health, thanking the ' 
Saint for {o notable a benefit , and pu- | 
blisched the miracle throughout al 


Prouence,. 


PEEEEETLESELSTY 
A ſtrange Hiſtory happened in this 


time, and a very greac Miracle. 


CHAT [a6 


WS T this time there was a/ 
Ny cruel warr in Pronence, 8 
WE among other there were 
many Gaſcoynes. One 

THI day the Caſtle of .Anſory 
was beſeidged, and being sharply af 
lailed, it {eemed humanely to be ig 
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no fort tenable , and that they muſt 
parley. The enemie eſpying a fauou- 
rable and a very dark night, thought 
to ſurprize the fortreſſe by ſcaling it; 
prefently the Ladders were ſet, the 
ſouldiours in a deepe filence mount 
vp one after another al of them with 
ſword in hand. Behold them on the 
battlements , but (O ſtrange ) it ſee- 
med to them they ſaw al the Town 
tul of lights, and fires, al the ſtreets 
furnished with ſouldiours , where- 
vpon they were ſeized with a panique 
fear; and ſo horrible an affrightment, 
that al haſtily leaping down , and fal- 
ling half dead, and maymed,one vpon 
another , they fled as faſt as their legs 
could carrie them and caſt themſel- 


very neere. They within made in 
heir turn a fierce ſally , and falling 
pon the Gaſcoynes , who were ouer- 
aken, although they brauely , _ 
de 


ues for ſafetie intoa church which was. 
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ded themſelues , they had the worſt, | 
and among others, Durant Arnaut. 
Lieutenant to the Captain of the Ga- 
{coynes was taken priſoner. This Ca- 
ptain had played the Hanibal in this 
ſeidge, and hauing done a thouſand 
| miſcheifes to the poore beleidged, 
they for ſpite laid hould of their Lieu- 
tenant; The giddie multitude incen- 
ſed , without any forme of arraign- 
ment,ſ{eized on the body of poore Du- 
rant ,and threw him headlong into 
the firſt Well they could finde, which 
was no ſooner done but they began 
to caſt many ſtones, to knock him 
down with blowes , and accounted 
him no good patriote , who threw not 
a heauie ſtone vpon him. The Wel 
was very deep. The poore man re- 
membred himſelf by diuine inſpira- 
tion, that the Lady of the Caſtle was 
a Saint,ſo that falling he ſai; Ah holy 
Counteſle , let me not dic without 


Confeſ- 
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Conteſhon. Alas! 1 recommend my 
ſoule vnto thee ! He was left there for 
dead, and drenched into the bottome 
of the Wel. In the bottome of the Wel 
he found the truth of diuine promiles, 
and that neuer any one hath recourſe 
to the diuine goodnes,but findes help. 
Three dayes after , one paſſing peare 
to the Well, certain faint lamenta- 
tions were heard to come from be- 
low , he hearkned with horrour , and 
ſaw this poore man who bubled vpon 


the water , as {\wimming on the top of | 


it, and calling for aid. The ſtrange- 
nes of this accident changed the fier- 
cenes of theſe people into pittie and 
commilſeration. They preſently caſt 
ropes, they encouraged the miſerable 
man, and ſo handled the matter that 
they drew him vp. Al the world ran 
thither to behold a man come out of 
the other world , they thoughtto ſeea 
Ghoſt , and could not be ſatisfied with 

looking 
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looking on him with their eyes,2nd to 
meaſure him with eager glaunces from 
head to foot. In the end they brought 
him into the market place,andasked 
him of this ſo ſtraunge accident. The 
poore ſouldiour, ſtil muchaffrighted 
(fetching his breath thick)ſaid,he had 
much» recommended himſelt to the 
holy Counteſſe, Lady of the Caſtle, 
and that she-had voutchſafed to help 
him, yea done him the honour to af- 
fiſt him with her preſence . Wel but 
how came it to pafſe{ ſaid they ) fo 
many blowes with ſtones had not a 
hundred and a hundred time ouer- 
whelmed you? Alas! Sirs, replied the 
poore man, shereceaued al the vio- 
lent: hail-ſtorme-in the skirt of her 
gown ,and poured them down ſoftly 
into the Wel, not ſuffering ſo much 
as cne of them to touch me or wound 
my body ; AndI muſt tel you beſides 
that daily she gaue me to cat what 
needed 
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needed for theſe three dayes whilſt I 
was in the Wel abandoned as a milſe- 
rable carcaſſe, yea she promiſed me,1 
ſhould in short time go out of this 
place which you ſee accomplished 
by the goodnes of God , and the hel- 
Ping hid of this moſt bleſſed Saint of 
heauen,. Come hither Captaine ( ſaid 
one) know you her if you ee hir ? for 
She is ſtil living. Liuing(faid he) alas! 
I should know her among a hundred 
thouſand women, ſo deeply haue I 
her Image engrauen in the bottome 
of my ſoute. Wherefore in the name 
of God doe me the fauour to let me 
ſee this great ſeruant of God , that [ 
may proſtrat my ſelf at her feet , ac- 
knowledging to ow my life to God & 
and her alone. He was brought to the 
Cittie of .4pt , the Religious women 
were entreated to come with Delphina, 
ina troop to ſee if he could pick het 
out amog the reſt O hoy clearſighted 
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ties hath loue, and what a good me» 
mory hath gratitude toremember be- 
nefacors : ſo ſoon as he ſaw her , he 
went directly to her, threw himſelf ſo. 
dainly at her feet with teares in his 
eyes; Behold here, ( ſaith he ) behold 
here (_ ſweet Lady ) the miſerable 
wretch you drew out of the bottome 
of the Abiſſe ; Ah ! how much am I 
bound to you for ſaving two lives in 
me at once,both of body and foule,for 
dying iathis ſtate 1 verily think I had 
irrecouerably bin damned. Since you 
haue reſcued me from two gulphes, 
for the loue of God, help me to ſaue 
this poore ſoul of mine. He drew tea- 
res from the eyes of al the company, 
hearing a ſouldiour to talklike a Saint. 
The good Counteſle {milling witha 
heauenly alacrity , and ſincerely aſcri- 
bing the glory of this miracle to God 
alone,comforted him with good coun« 


fel. Freind ( faid she ) leaue this pro- 
tcflion- 
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feffion of Iron and Armes; amongſt 
bloud and cruelty of warres, vertue is 
in captiuity , and it ſeemes that to be 
a good ſouldiour,one muſt become an 
euil man. In armes there is no talk of 
God, but by blaſpheming him, nor is 
he known, but to for-{wear him. Get 
you out of the world, and a litle beth- 
inking you of your conſcience , make 
confeſſion of your paſled life, and 
meditat vpon heauen and Eternity, 
Be a ſoldier of Teſus-Chriſt Fight 
agaiaſt your ſelfe, and warr againſt 
your paſſions, employ your ſtrength, 
not to maſſacre your enemies, but ta 
ſubdue and tame your body which is 
the Captain of your true enemies. 
Power out no-more the bloud of men, 
but shed teares to wash away your fin- 
nes. God hath drawn you out of a Wel 
ful of water, for fear you might fal 
into the ſulphurous pit of hel. acknows 
ledge this at from his hand , and this 

accident 
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accident from his eternal Pronidence, 
and neuer forged the great mercie God 
hath don you, by ſo {ingular a miracle. 
Graſp the Buckler of Faith , the Hel- 
met of Confidence, the Cuiraſſe of 
Conſtancy, the Armes of faluation & 
vertue , the keeneſword of true pe- 
nance, with theſe armes you may be 
aſſured to gain eternal Laurels. Do 
this, and you ſhal live, and ſhal finde 
that the mouth of this Wel $hal be as 
the throat of the Whale, which recei- 
ued and'caſt forth Tonas : but hauing 
taken him-in a ſinner , ſhe rende- 
red him a Saint. Had you not bin 
thrown into the Wel, neuer peraduen- 
ture would you haue mounted to hea- 
ven : ſo vie the matter that this fortu- 
nat Wel, may haue bin to you another 
font of Baptiſme , and forget not this 
bleſſing from God. Theſe words fanck 
deep into the heart of this poor ſfouf- 


diour, for he was ſo liuely-touched, 


that 
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that he forſook al, retired into a litle 
Church ſituated in a ſolitary place, & 
hauing made a good general Contel- 
ſion became a Hermit,did a moſt sharp 
penance, led the lite of a fouldiour of 
IESvs-CHRIST, andotan Angel; 
and ſo wel and hanſomely behaved 
himſelf that in two yeares, he came 
to ſuch an eminent degree of perfe- 
G&ion, that he did many miracles, and 
died like a Saint. We cannot know the 
circumſtances of his happie death, be- 
cauſe he died amongſt Rocks without 
any witnes but Angels, but what the 
Deſarts cannot relate , God hath told 
by the mouth of miracles , the Trum- 
pets of his ſanCtity. The noile of this 
miracle, with ſo many other won- 
ders daily ſeene,drew a world of peo- 
ple deuout and needy,whorann from 
al parts, hoping thence to deriue ſome 
confolation. Al asked at their arrival 
('my freind ) where abides the holy 
| Coun- 
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Coiiteſſe ? (nor was ſhe otherwiſe cal- 
led.) The more they ſought her, the 
more he hid herſelf, nor would she {ee 
any. A good Preiſt came & tould her, 
there was an infinite number of good 
people come thither,& al ardently de- 
ſired to ſee her , naming her the holy 
Coiteſſe. She blushed,then grew pale, 
& laſtly had much a-doe to finde her 
togue to anſyer this ſummons: Since 
theſe good people ſo much defire tg 
ſee the Saint ( Sir ſaid she) I beſeech 
you let them. I am ſo vahappy as not 
to know her, nor can tel of who they 
ſpeak , for l am more then moſt confi- 
dent; it is not me they ſeeke. Saint! 
Alas ! Is it me ( wretch ) whom they 
eſteeme a Saint ? Me a Caytiue Wo- 
man , a miſerable ſinner , and befids, 
vaworthy to be called any thing but 
the ſeruant of Gods ſeruants. O how 
Jong time hauelI importuned heauen 
to doe me the fauour that al, the world 

Ee might 
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might know me, & to take me for ſuch 
as I am;to wit,for a creature vnworthy 
of al honour, worthy of al ſcorn, faith- 
leſſe to my God, vngrateful towards 
heaue,vnprofitable to al good, burthe- 
ſome to al the world , & to lay true the 
dregs of men,8 mud of the earth. If I 
be termed a Saint to mockat me.,l ac- 
count it a fauour , for they doe to me 
what I deſerue ; but if through finzpli- 
citie and abuſe I be ſo called, verily 
my heart is deepely wounded, nor can 
any thing happen more afflicting , or 
' Morepainful to me then this vanity, 
I wish they would let me alone. As! 
let me alone to deplore my finns in 
filence ; and permit me to tame my 
pride and ſuffer it to be trampled vn+ 
der the feet ofal the world; That truly 
1s it, I muſt doe; but what apparence 
can there be , they should come ſo 
cruelly to perſecute me vnder the 
colour of honouring me, as 1f I were 
Tull {omwhat 
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fomwhat ? In the.mean time she held 
her peace and wept, and endeauoured 
wholy to retire, that the eye of the 
world might not for a time ſee her, 
The good Preiſt much amazed , and 
ſeeing the errour hee had committed, 
cunningly diuerted this ſpeach , and 
deceiued the innocent Doue. dladems 
(ſaied he) in what ſence doeyou take 
my words! Al the world is come hi- 
ther to viſit holy 8. Elxear ( whoſe 
wife you haue had the honour to be.) 
They wel know the miracles God 
doth by his mediation: 

They conſtantly beleeue there is not 
any one vnder heauen hath more cre- 
dit with him,then you, whom hehere- 
tofore ſo deerly loued : They think 
they cannot doe better then to put 
their moſt humble ſuites into! your 
hands , that you may preſent them-## 
the Count' s Sepulcher : Wil you re+ 
fuſe them this charitie, you; who are 

Ee 2 lo 


43s Thelife of S. Delphina, 
ſo good as not to deny ought to any? 
Contribute; Madame , to the honour 
of your deere Spouſe, and to the com- 
fort of theſe poore miſerable creatu- 
res, who eſteem you holy,for that you 
were the happy wife of {ogreat a Saint. 
The moſt doue-like credulous woman 
belieued what was ſaid to her , as if it 
had bin vndoubted truth , and inſtatly 
praied to her husband for them , moſt 
charitably entertained them, & ſeeing 
herſelf on al fides preſſed with many 
queſtios,ſpake diuers excellEt things, 
and inſenſibly ſet her ſelf todifcourſes 
of heauen, a matter which infinitely 
comforted this deuout company. Ma- 
dame (ſaid they ) what Counſel gaue 
my Lord Elxearto people of our con- 
dition, to be ſaued? AsI thinke he ac- 
cuſtomed ( ſaid she) to afftirme ſom- 
what to this purpoſe, that rich men 
could not be ſaued but by almes , the 
poor by yertuous ſuffering , the wiſe 
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by the courageous contempt , of glo- 
ry , and by a ſolid mortification of 
their judgment , women by great de- 
uotion and obedience , Maides by a 
{ſweet fear, and a puritie perpetually 
trembling,and in general al the world 
by an affeionat tear of God. He that 
would not be damned muſt euer fear 
to be. Often thinke, you shal quickly 
die, and doe as thoſe who vnder the 
Ward of a priſon are by their own 
conſcience condemned to death; as 
many times as the. door keeper ope- 
neth the priſon gate imagin the throat 
of death is opened , Euery one ſeemes 
to be the hangman, who comes to lay 
hold of them to drag forth & execute 
them; They take pleaſure in nothing 
but to thinkof death, and to prepare 
themſelues thereunto, al other things 
trouble them much. They eat only to 
keep them alive. They ſleep to learn 
to dye, ſleep being but an eſlay of 
| ; death 
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death. They liue to die , and al their 
ambition is to mock atal ambition, & 
' deſpiling: earth to endeauour to pur- 
chaſe heauen. To ſay truly,the World 
is nought els but a priſon, al men Cri- 
minals, life adeath,or the tore-runner 
of death, al creatures are the execu- 
tours of Gods ſupream Iuſtice , and 
euery moment,death hath anarme lif- 
ted vp to fetch about his murderous 
fithe, and cut vs down: He who belee- 
uesthis, he cannot chooſe but liue as 
he ought to be ſaued. She ſpake many 
things tothem of the like tenor, hear- 
tily praied for them, attributing the fa- 
uours God did them by her praiers, to 
holy S. Elzear, but God knowes it was 
Cheifely for Delphina ſake theſe bleſ- 
ſings were coferred on theſe good fou- 
les; who returned greatly ſatisfied to 
haue ſeen and heard ſo eminent a ſer- 
vant of God, finding themſelues for 

the moſt part eaſed of their paines, 
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Of her laſt ſicknes, and her moſt 
happy acath, ; 
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oa AINTS are inthis world 
q perpetually fick with an 
$2 affectionat languiſhmet, 
S<&z3 which makes them hate 

| this miſerable life, and to 
deſire death & Eternity. Delphina had 
this continual feaver vpon her, which 
with a gentle fire waſted her, but it 
was the feauer of diuine loue, the 
thirſt of the waters of the torrents of 
Paradiſe, ſweates of bloud, and ſweet 
ſufferings. Her great auſterities in the 
end enflamed her bloud, her faſts and 


| contemplations ſo exhaulted her 7 
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ſhe fel ſick to the Death. She felt the 
blow and dart Crofle her heart,ſhe in- 
ſtantly imagined herſelf, to be ſtruc- 
ken with death , and prepared herſelf 
as holy people vſe. The firſt thing was 
to haue recourle to heauen, and to the 
Church , arming herſelf with diuine 
Sacraments;ſhe confeſled,but O God? 
with what effuſions of teares , what a 
Tempeſt of {ighes & fobs , what amo- 
rous contrition, what protound humi- 
lity ! ſhe communicated, and made fo 
tender colloquies, ſhot forth words ſo 
enkindled with the loue of God, with 
a countenance ſo flaming and Sera- 
phical,that one muſt haue no eyes nor 
heart not tobe diſſolued into teares. 
Preſently al the religious Women, 
proſtrated round about her bed, were 
fo tranſported and bedeawed with tea- 
res, that their hearts almoſt cracked. 
Amongſt thele great & ſharp dolours, 
al ſheſpake was to praiſe God , _ 
NJ aid 
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faid ſhe, How much am I bound to 
God ! Sweet I ES VS, what canlI fay 
to thee, to thank thee for this mercy 
of voutchſahng here to chaſtize m 
ſinns, and to do me the honour of at- 
fording me alitle peece of thy Croſle, 
and a {mal drop of the gal of thy moſt 
bitter and moſt painful pafſion : Me 
wretched,who ſo much haue offended 
thee, and yet ſo litle ſuffer. Strike,my 
God, ſtrike this carcaſſe,burn,cut,tear 
inathouſand peeces this euil body,the 
true cauſe of my ſad miſhaps,& ſource 
of my diſaſters, & groſle errours. Ah, 
yet moſt happy to ſuffer ſomewhat, & 
to vndergoe juſt puniſhmentfrom the 
{harpe-ſweet Iuſtice of my ſoueraigne 
Maſter. She (wallowed down medeci- 
nes as if it had bin near, and pils as 
confits , al was ſweet to her , ſhe ſuga« 
ring it with the wormwood of the paſ- 
fionof I Es vs-CHR1sT:A burning 


Cautery the prick of alancet ,andal | 
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thoſe poor martyrdomes of the ſick 
were very pleaſing to her , ſhe ſaying, 
her finnes deferued it, Alas!nay much 
more. Al her impatiencies were but a 
ſweet impatience of not being patient 
enough according to her own ſaying, 
and verily to ſee Tob, Tobias, a Saint & 
Delphina,were al one. Out of her bleſ- 
fed mouth no words proceeded but 
of God, and of the prayſes of God, 

Her countenance ful of ſerenitie , & 
as one who went to the eternal nu- 
Ptials of the lamb , and his immottal 
ſpouſe. She gaue aduice to al fuch as 
viſited her, but ſo to the purpoſe, that 
it ſeemed she read in their hearts, & 
| hadthe keyes of them, ſo direQly she 
hit the mark, and laid her fingar on 
the wound. She comforted al thoſe 
_. whocame to conſolat her , and wiped 
away the teaxes from other, she shed 
none herſelf, shewing a dry eye, and 
as ſweet , as if ſhe felt no paine. Her 

| lacula- 
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jaculatory prayer was the verſicle of || 
Paid. Pal. 2I :20. which came from 
her heart and mouth almoſt every mo« 
ment. 7% autem domine ne elongaveris 
auxilium tuum a me,ad defenſionem means 
reſpice. Alas 1 Alas | Withdraw not 
from me ( 0 Lord) the favourable af 
fiſtance of thy holy Bounties , & haue 
Euer an eye vpon me to defend me, 
ſinceI am ſobad, that of my ſelfI can 
neither help or defend me. Take pit- 
tie of this wretched creature. Her 
{weeteſt entertainment was to cauſe 
the paſſion of Teſus-Chrift to be read; 
out of this Abifle of acerbities , she 
drew taſtful ſweetnes, and incompa- 
rable lenitives , would you ſaid she ) 
that I complain of my flight euils, I a 
worm of the earth , conſidering the 
ſonne of God ſuffered innocetly with 
out ſpeaking any one word of com- 
= hatha Tongue to bemoan 
aimſelf , hath no eyes to behold the 

| T_ bloudie 
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©. bloudie} wounds of this amorous 
Lamb, nor a heart to loue him. O a 
thouſand times moſt happy ſoules, 
who wel can reliſh the ſweet bitter- 
fles of the dolorous paſſion of our 
Saulour I ESVS-C HR 1s T;Good God! 
| how light ſeeme their paines to them, 
and their MArtyrdomes affeQtionatly 
pleaſing ! Theſe tender touches of 
dying Delphina, opened the hearts of 
al there preſent, & the poor religious 
Women had their eyes fixed vporyher 
eyes, and their eares to her lips,and to 
ſay truly they al ſeemed willing to dy 
with her. Euery pne vnanimely diſpo- 
ſed themſelues to pray almighty God 
{ſhe might not dye on that day dedica- 
ted to S.Catherin,that they might haue 
a day free tocelebrat the fortunat fe- 
{tival of her death. In ſuch fort that 
theſe Virgins cannonized her before 
her death. So true it is , that her ſan- 
ity was very eminent , and acknow- 
| ledged 
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ledged by al. They gaue hex Extrem-" | 


Vnction which ſhe receiued asa Saint 
of heauen , whilſt they annoint her 
virginal body, she moiſtned al with 
her teares , dying with ioy to ſee her 
{elf ſo neer vnto heauen. 

After that, one Gerrard of Caſf#anoua 
came to viſit her , and took her by the 
hand to feel her pulſe, and to know if 
Shewere paſt recouery.Her ſoule much 
better felt this touch , then her body z 
for thruſting out al the hopes of life 
vpon her lips : Ah ſonne (aid ſhe ) 
yeild your ſelf vp to God, who ſo long 
time hath ſought you.. Oh, did you 
know what thoughts one hath, when 
he is where I am. Good God, how 
much would you change your life! 
Good Sir think with your ſelf that 
ſoon you ſhal be , where you now be- 
hold me : What you would haue done, 
Alas ! doe it ſeaſonably ! Ah what af- 
flicting greifes wil you haue inthe bed 


of 
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pf death , remembring within your 
felf the time you hane loſt , by enter- 
tayning your heart vpon fooliſh fan- 
Cies | In the name of God make vie of 
my words , arid of the codition where» 
in you now [ee me. I liued in a flou- 
rifhing ſtate, adored in the Court ; I 
haue bin heretofore rich and powerful 
in fauours; Now of honours,greatnes, 
and innocent delights,yea of al which 
the worldcangiue or promilſevs I haus 
had ſufficiet;, I haue ſeen the vanity of 
. altheſe ſmoakes, &mockedjwith in my 
ſelf at theſe worldly toyes- Behold me 
now half-rotten and ſtinking bet ween 
thearmes of death.Beholdmevpon the 
point to ſee my ſelf ſentenced without 
appeal, & witha rigour worthy of the 
infinit Iuſtice of God. Behold me in 
the laſt inſtant of my lite which makes 
me hath bin but a {light moment. Ah! 
For. Gods ſake ( deare freind ) think 
of the ſtate wherein you now lee _ 

an 
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beleeue it you quickly ſhal be in pain, 
and shal haue no other comfort bug 
the remembrance of the litle you haue 
done for the glory of God, and the fals 
uation of your ſoule. Her pain took 
away the reſt of her diſcourſe, & made 
her words dye in her mouth. This 
Gentleman was touched to the quick, 
and in the tenderefſt part of his heart, 
and felt his ſoule ſo tranſported with 
her heauenly sbaftes, and with ſuch 
preſſing words that he wholy chan- 
ged his life drenching al his finns in 
ina ſea of teares , and drowning:them 


in a general Confeſhon. It ſeemed + |! 


that our Lord had preſerued the holy 
Counteſſe to that howre to ſaue the 
ſoule of this poor Gentleman,as Elxear 
dying had conuerted another. Short, 
time after came agoodPreiſt,but very 
plain and ſimple, for he had but one 
certain Forme which he applied to al 
fick folkes, whether it were fit or. not 

| becauſe 
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becauſe she.knew no other. 

- Madame( faid he) fear not death I 
pray , and caſt al your hope vpon our 
good God whodied for vs , enter into 
his woundes and die in them, and be 
not affrighted, forto die in life, Ma- 
dame, is not to die. The Saint awake- 
ned and beheld him with an eye ful of 
comfort , shewing she took content- 
ment in the diſcourſe ofthe good man, 
and ſaid to him in a very {weet man- 
ner. Father, I neuer leſle teared death, 
then now , when I hauc it between 
my teeth , ſtil haue I much more drea- 
 dedlife, then death ; By the goodnes 
of my good God, life and death are 
things ſo indifferent to me , that if I 
were put to my choice, verily I could 
not reſolue , but mult of neceſlitie re- 
mit al into the hands of God 3 who 
much hath not loued life , much feares 
 Nnotdeath. When we liue for God, and 


die for him, life isa death, and death a 
| life 


life. What care 1 whither I live or dis | 
ſo that I line ta God, and-die-to my: 
ſelf? Alas! (deer Father) how fweet is 
deathto ſuch as loue.Z7 eſus-Chrift, Yea 
but we shal go into Purgatory, Father, 
let vs goe, let vs goe into Purgatory, 
whit need ſo many ceremonies), why 
make we ſuch a-doe to goe whether 
God wil?It we wel louc God, Purga+s 
tory wil become a Paradiſe to vszif we 
loue him not, we deſerue to fink:ints 
the bottome of hel. Wretch that I am, 
Shal I be ſo apprehenſiue of going ins 
to Purgatory , louing a hundred and a 
hundred times too wel deſerued hel? 
Let vs goe ( O my ſoule) let vs goe in« 
to Purgatory,we there {hal findeGod, 
and finding him, there is neither fire 
nor flame can aſtonish me. For my 
hope in IEsvs-CHR1ST ({ good Fas 
ther ) you giue me a {oueraigne reme- 
dy; I can aſſure you my heart is in his 
woundes , and my foule' js plunged:iny 

Ft hig 
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_ his bloud; my finne-verily ſomwhat 
remifie-me-; but-the infinity of his 
mercies afford mefoimany hopes, that 
anthe height of myfeares, I dread no- - 
thing. He-is al my confidence, at my 
fupport';and in him are al my treafu- 
fares conchaded. She fpake this with 
facha feruour thather eyes were feen 
- toſpatkle; & heritace to be al one hre. 
[Theſe were the laſt agonies of her 
heart, and: laſt flames of thei coles of 
her charitie. After $he had'ended this 
diſcourſe, I know not what she faw, 
or ſaw not, but 1 know that caſting an 
amorous: glaunce-towards heauen , & 
* her face replenished with extraordi- 
nary ſerenity,she began to fing theſe 
{weet wordes, Domine , Domine aper; 
#0bs;',.Open O Lord, open to vs thoſe 
golden gates of: Paradife ; Alas ! you 
haue fo often ſaid, that you wil open 
to al ſuch who-shal knock at heaven 
- gate; Alas! Alas | Open then, open 


my 


Y 
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my deer ſpouſe (.al'my loue') open td. 
me,and (uffer my ſoule,which'is about 
to yſſue forth of this miſerable body; 
to. enter- into that godly habitationz | 
where is al which L loue; Altheit hear. 
tes Shooke who were about het bedd; 
they feared this extaſy ſo [weet and 
violent might carrie away het ſoule, 
and lift it vp to heauen, al of them 
diflolued into teares , and profſtrated 
- on their knees , having their hearts 
{o ſtopped, and mouthes ſo drie they 
could neither pray nor ſpeak.-In the 
meane time the Saint as a Swan of 
Paradiſe finging and recording the di- 
uine motter from heauen', Domme, 
Domine aperi nobis, happily {ighing af- 
ter her good Maſter , (o {weetly-expis 
redthat she was in Paradiſe before it 
was thought she was dead. O fortu- 
. nate deceaſe! Q thrice, O fowte times 
moſt happy death ! To ſing dying , to 
die ſinging , and on the wing. of-a 
Ft z breath 
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4 breath of Paradiſe to flie directly into 
| Paradiſe, to continue this bleſſed ſong 

toal Eternity in the: company of An- 
gels!Could she die otherwiſe, hauing 
lived ſo ! What a happines to:make 
theday of her death to be the day of 

Her Wedding , hauing vowed rs ſo 
pretiouſly preſerued the vow of cha- 

Kitie ? Happie moments , which pur- 

chaſed for her ſo plorious an immor- 

talitic! Happie virginity, which euer- 
laſtingly ioyned her to this diuine 

Lamb ! Happie pouertie , which hath 

made her ſopuiſſanta Princeſſe aboue 
the firmament ! O moſt happie life 
crowned with ſo braue a death ! She 
yeilded vp her moſt bleſſed Soule to 

| her Creator about the yeare. 1360. 0n 

the 26.""- of Nouember, and the 7 6. 

of her age , at the howre when the 

Eaſtern Sun began to peep aboue-the 

Earth. She was buried, as she had or- 
| Eamncd, to wit , with the habit of the 
third 
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third order of S. Francis,butnot with- 
out pomp and honour, as she would 
haue had it. For who could haue held 
the Bishop .of Apr, -and the whole 
bodie of the Cittie, yea the nobilitie 
of places adiacent to run thither b 
heapes, and to doe al poſſible honours 
and dues to ſuch a Counteſle, to ſuch 
an eminent benefadtreſſe of al, Pro- 
ence , and to'ſo great a Saint ! Who 
could reſtrain the zeal of thoſe good 
and moſt religious Father of the order 
of S.Fraunci of the Conuent of Apr, 
but that.they would with great ſolem- | 
nitie receive this pretious treaſure, | 
this ſo holya relique ,toenchace it in' |} 
the heart of their Church, and bleſle 
their houſe? Whocould reſtrainal the 
poor, who had loſt their Protefrace, + | 
the Orphans , who no longer- had:a | 
mother ; the Religious women ,who | 
ſaw their ſun eclipſed; The Infirme, -- | 
who no more had that , ſo. moſt propi- 
| _ rious 
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pitions affiftance?-. 

Alkinde of miracles were done as 
wel bythe toutching of this precious 
badie, as at her Toomb, inceſſantly 
enuironed with al ſorts of ſick. Diels 
vere driven out,:infirme*cured , be- 
nummed , lame, yea-the dead: refto- 
red; but-in my opinion the braueſ 
miracles of al were:the conuerſion of 
finners.* For many; debauched 'wos 
men; many miſchicuous lewd people, 
 and'men of il life were ſo much'tou- 
| ched, and their hearts bowed with 
_ 1o: frong contrition', that in a very 

$hort-etime, admirable changes , ap- 
 Pecred: Such was the life ſuch was the 
© death of theſe twoPheniixos bf Frace. 

Maift thou ( Freindly Reader ) maiſt 
thou-{o- ſeriouſly behold thy ſelf in 
thefe two bright mirrours' 16; Ititer 
ſo boly a life ,and dic a death ſo-hap- 
Pie,and{oblcſlodby hauen.The:Tom: | 


| pope '& Apt is too \fortunat to:haus 
thelg 


' »UufeofiS, Eleearr 4g | 
theſe. two boly. bodies in the boſome | 
of ie, but verily is, deſeruetltrxren- 
dring them 1o,much honour, and fo 
worthily honouring the trealure of 
thelg. venerable reliques, They are 
two glorious .funnes $shining in the 
third order of S. Frawncis, and two fin- 
gular miracles of, Fraunce, 
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1 0 - ſome Mir acles happened 
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HE holy Fathets have 
layd wel,that tobeiavit» 
' gin, was .moretheirto be 
an Angel, but what it is - 
979; 21  * to beavirgin; and'a mas 
gd yite ,.isathing they-have never 
Ks Mention 
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mentioned,nor carFel what this mis 
racle of vertues may be called ,:Yea 
this vertue , vnknowne through the 
whole old Teſtament til the. bleſſed 
virgin Mary, who firſt of al receyued 
this: incomparable fayour. Wholocuer 
Is arriued:to this height of ſanity, 
wil make it eaſily be thought, thefe is 
not any kind of miracle which God 
may. rot do by theit hands. In gege. 
ral I catitel you; that at her tombe in 
-an inſtant were mapy miracles.of al 
ſortes dune :-people, Who'wers eaten 
through with feſterinfBiſtules, who 
had their feete benummed , and fine- 
| wes $shrunke vp ,who :were afflicted 
with other maladyes, worne with fea- 
ners which-deyouredtheir ſubſtance, 

dryed:yptheir bloud.,/and the Aro | 
of their bones ; lawnie.; ;deformed wich 
putrifying , and: contagious: botches, 
breiffly.al mannerofſfickPerſons were 
Pnen into being;;/and ſtrength-by 


thg 
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the Prayers of the diuine Counteſle. 
S. Gregory of Nazianzen aith , thad a 
litle of the powder of S. Baſil with a 
good prayer had power todo al, I cer- 
tainly belieue it, and I belieue it alſo 
of other holy ſeruants of God, and in 
particular of the virginal powder of 
this bleſſed body of the glorious Coi- 
teſle. Monet Vinſon had been long max. 
ryed without any children, he vnder- 
tooke a deuotion to. beg it from hea- 
yen by the interceſhan of the bleſſed * 
Delphina,the.ſame yeare he had a good- 
ly ſonne, but his deuotion , was not 
ſuch that becoming aFather, he would 
become. an Abrahar : yet by miſhap 
it ſo fel out ,and.inaſtrange.mannerz 
For the litle boy , being hardly three 
yeares old, and innocently ſporting in 
the houſe, heedleſlly threw it ſelf into 
the throte of death. The vnfortunate 
Father hauinga great piece of wood in 


bis hand,and lifting it vp boy ſterouſly 
| to 


? 
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to caſtit on the grownd,flangiit direcs 
tly vpon the head of the poore-inho- 
cent,and ſtrooke-out his braynes.Who 
ever faw a deſperate Father ,.let hun 
looke on this miſerable man,ready to 
burſt With anger : To whom s$hal this 
wretch betake himſelfe © To the inno- 
&ntExccutioner., or tothe! vikime 
Fauch more ianocent , br-toiheauen 
whichpermittedthis extrememishap? 
The mother toued it ſo wel ,that she 
hadrather this blow had clefther owns * 
heartinſunder,thenfallenodn the head = 
of this litle Angel. After they had 
throughly 'ftrormed , and curſed their 
euil fortune; in- concluſion they muſt 
refoloue on fourtirhat. Misfortunes ve+ 
ry often make people devout, & force 
- many to haus na vnto.God. 
©Lhis pooreman did likethe Swamite 
who had obtayned a ſonne- from! the 
Prophet,and afterward: it being dead, 
als Dh of him againe., 4 lying 
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he had not delivercd it vnto her ſo-t6 
take It away inits age of innocency- 
The diſconſolate creature caſts him- 
ſelfat the feete of the holy Countefſe: 
Madame , ſaith he , you gaue him me; 
my misforeune hath bercaued me of 
him, Laske him back againe, verily 1 
wil either dy at your feete or you shal 
do me the-:tauour toreſtore me this 
child which God by your meanes af- 
forded me, to be the ſupport of my 
life, Alas!'It had been Vereer for 'me 
not to have had him at al , then thus 
to looſe him. Holy Courefle take pits 
ty of this, caytiue ſinner, who hath'tio 
hope but in God and you, teares cofi/ 
cluded thereſt, andthetrue ſorrow of 
her heart. At the ſameinſtantthe child 
| reujued againe, the foutere- ctredinto 
the body ,/and the Father caryed him 
to the Church to offer himto the:good 
Counteſſe; and topreſent him to the 
hloſled: S, Franghs, 'Twa other dead-wers 
| reſtored 


hd 
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reſtored to life by the ſame: meanes?! 
but aboue al is conſiderable, that Tohn 
Raymond of the Dioceſe of Gap cauſed 
his ſonne to be ſhrowded:, and ſowed 
vpin his winding sheete to coffin him, 
onthe Beere & beare him to his graue, 

| whilſt-he was about this ſad worke,, it 
came. into. his mind, he had keard it 
ſayd , the bleſſed Counteſle.\Pelphina 
did many. miracles at the Citty of Apr 
in Provence , and that she br reſtore 
bimhis poore ſonne. They mocked at 
his ſimplicity , and his ſervants ceaſed 
not to ſow and-make vp the eorſe. The 
Joue of a Father is a-great matter , Go 
to ({ayth he.) who. ſhal hinder me to 
haue recourſetorhis bleſſed Saint,and 
what ſha] I looſe verily jf 1 get no- 
thing . ; I wila while leave him in the 
bed ; and-not- ſuffer him-to, be. bur- 
yed : He withdrew into a place of 
devotion, he oppened his beart before 
God; paternal Jque, and.ſorrow threw - 
on his tongue a thouſand wordes of | 
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affeion, and into his eyes two foun« 
taines of teares; I know not what he 
ſayd, or fayd not, wel I know, the Hi- 
ſtory aſſureth vs the poore child lifted 
himſclte vp,and leaped on the ground 
and reuiued againe inan inſtantto the 
amazement of the whole family, &to 
the infinit cofort of the Father. As for 
the mother I wilſay nothing,but leaue 
you to imagine the ioy ot her heart. 
Behold one of another kind, Dame 
Margaritewite of MolteurT obs ds Puys 
a man of quality of the Citty of Atix, 
was obſeſſed, and the euil ſpirit often 
appeared to her,filled her with furious 
affrightments ithat he thereby became 
fooliſh, and as it were frantique , the 
matter went ſo farre, that she loſt her 
wit,and became ſo enraged,that needs 
ſhe muſt be ſhut vp & faſt bound leaſt 


{he might ſtrangle ſome body,or miſc - 
doo her ſelf. This woful ſpecacleter- _ 


rified her diſaſtrous huſband , and the 
whole family ;-He had recourſe to hea- 
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uen and earth, and. ſ know nat to what 
Saint he hinared her not. Al remedies 
were fruitleſfe ; the more:they ſought 
'to-rute his mad creature, the more 
$he:raued, and deliglited i in nothing 
but to bite, kil,ftrangle if che coutd.,8e 
 deuoure the whole world: I know not 
who ſuggeſted it to the Gentleman, 
that holy Delphina did many miracles 
at Apt: And what il caa come'of it 
lay they, if you (Sir ) makea religious 
Vow to this great Saint for the health 
of your miſerable wife ; God inſpired 
him togiue eare to thete people ; He 
deleftt them, he did ſo, he inuoked 
the Saint,he promiſed her wonders if 
She pleaſed to take pitty of this wret- 
ched woman, and doubt you not but. 
he ſpake it with a good wil. He had 
noſooner ended his moſt humble pra- 
yer; but that the Saint drew away, the 


& curſed diuel, which obſeſſed this mi- 


*. ſerablo voman, and-vexed ber ſpirit; 
| "Behold 


© 
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Behold thenin an inſtant, shRe became 
of x furious lyaneſle:a.mecke doue,- & 
as gentleasa lambe: She was vynbownd 
She was ſet at liberty,none'more {ober, 
none more” re{erued. The  husband 
ouercome with vaſpeakeable comfort 
taketh her, leades her to their holy 
Aduocateſle , and both of them gauea 
million: of thanks toher holy . good- 
neſſe; from the time forward she ne- 
uer more was diſturbed with this mit- 
chieuous and vexing {pirit : What $hal 
I fay rtiore ? A Saint which chafeth 
away diuels: which conquereth death, 
which cureth al manner of infirmities; 
which breaketh rebellious ſpirits, and 
conuerteth obdurate , melting racky 
hearts, and diſtilling them into moſt 
bitter teares; A Saint which enamons 
reth ſoules with vertue, and God, and 
which cauſeth envie,toayme at perfe» 
Rion ! what cannotshe do, feing even 
Impoſlibility isto her poſlible,and she 
4 _ able 
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able to do al she wil * O happy, cou- 
Ple! O payre without peere ! O two, 
not two, but two hearts in one. Ah! 
were fo fortunate , that my pen , or 
tongue might expreſle to. polterity 
your innocent greatneſle , and jinex- 
plicable Sanctirty,whata fauour would 
it be? neuer should the world forget 
your merits , neuer should heart be 
without loue, but should beare engra- 
ven on golden fillets Elzear vponone 
{yde, and Delphina on the other. May 
heauen by your liberal hands powrea 
thouſand, and a thouſand fauours on 
vs, and ouer happy Provence your good 
Countrey al manner of benedictions 
 bothceleſtial, and,terreſtrial. 

: Ifperaduenture youdelire to chooſe 
theſe two Saints for your particular 
Patrons, I wil here giue you a Copie 
of prayers ordinarily ſaid in the pla-* 
ces where their ſacred reliques reſt; 
prayers which reflent their ſimple an- 


tiquity, 
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tiquity , yet are they not the leflecor- 
dial, nor acceptable to God. Your de- - 
uotion and the holy Ghoſt wil ( per+ 
haps ) inſpire you with better , but 
the beſt of al deuotions ,and that' to 
which I exhort you, is, the imitation 
of their innocent lives, * 
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WELEEETTEESS 

THE ANTHEM 

_ .of Saint Elzear and 
Saint Delphina. 


3.4 P Roles digna Prouincie , Stirps gene- 
"2% roſa Comitum Princeps ſumma cle- 
mentie, decus , & honor militum, ( El- 
&earti beate ) exora dari veniam nobis, © . 
ite meritum , tandemq; fruttum plorie, 
poſt huius ite tranſitum in celi clari- 
Fate, 
Exultet Apta Ciuitas , quam exornat 
preclaritas feelicium membrorum tantoq 
_ privilegio tui dotata religio Eccleſie mi 
norum, in te. ſunt ofia condita , quibus 
epriseft reddita complettio wotorum , ad 
ze Confeſior optime clamant languentes 
' Fnime pro venia malorum, 
Verſus, Ora pro nobis beate Elxeari, 
Reſpons, 


Reſp ons: Vt digni ef promiſy 


ſ ani Chriﬆ 7. 
Oratio. 


Eus qui beatum Elxzearium confeſe 

forem tuum inter cetera Virtutum © 
inſignia virginali pudicitia in coniugio 
decoraſti » concede propitius , Vt Cuins ſd- 
cram Commemorationem celebriter vene< | 
ramur in terris, eius beata conſortia feli- | 
citer conſequammr i in Celis, Per Chrifiuas 
Dominum noſtrum, Amen, 


—_ 


——_ _ 5 


COMMEMORATIO 
Sanorum Conivgum, & Virgi= 
num Elzearii & Delphine, . 


Antiphona, 


FleStes flores coniugis , bonis ver- 
nantes ſ4culi Elzearii cum. Delphi. 
na, 
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"wa frofius ft 
'- Fur populi,e 
Verſus. Or 
yes Det. 
Reſpons. Vt digni WII promiſ- 
foonibus Chriſti, 


iultedinis, quibus letayu« 
dona ditina. 
Pro nobis Santli Virgi- 


Oratio, 


Ews qui ſanftis vVirginibus Elxeds 
rio (© Delphine dediſii  ſanfliſim# 
matri tue Virginale coniugium imitari, 
concede propitins wt eorum meritis , @* 
 precibus transferri mereamur in regmums 
"4 celorum, Per Criſtum dominum noſtrum, 
\. Amen. 


The end. 
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Ages. line 14, read price vpoty pag, 2. line. 6. 
L read he {auoureth of &c. pags-:i5 : hge 9 read, 
rather had £; p.17. t.3. to moane Ls. thepoore,1. 8, 
perpetoally furaiſhzd, 1. 16, litle child, 1. 22. his 
companions : p.18. 1. 14.40 by the beauty, 1.19 diuine 


. 
= 


'Workes, p. 21, 1,.'4 he oppoſed theſt levvd ſeruants, 
P-+2. 1.8. his ficſh, |. 10. not been, p. 23.1. 15. the 
| wilsof, p. 24.1. 5- Tanocents, p. 28. |. 15. Innocents, 


P- 2 9.l. 5. thought to, p. 32.1.1. 4 Paradiſe :,p. 33. 1. 
6- like ants , 1.7 kioglo 
1.6 feltno, p. 48. 1.21 an eternitie, p 56. 1. 3. thy 
ore, p.59. 1.11, his cheife, p. 74. 1. 9. and that I 
en hogs, p. 75.1.5, heauie fales, p. 78. l. 3. achea- 
ter. p, $7. 1.3, tendernes of heart, p.88. |. 13. vertue 
an, p.93;1. 12 her ftations, p. 94.1. 15. ſhe blevy, p, 
96.1. 23. at everie, p, 106. 1.1. his age, p.108. 1.19, 
by au vnſpeakeable, p.110. 1.7. itis not, p. 120 1.7, 
Seruants, p.138: |.$. cither to,1. 10. themin the fi-e of 
his holy loue then to condemoe,p.14 3.1.12.heard of, 
P 150. [.7. aftervvard, p. 154.1. 1 vvith doubt, p. 156. 
.13, words, p. 159.1. 23. belicue, p. 163.1, 12, an vſu- 
rer, p. 168. |, 8. runners ran, 1. 9. the ripg, p.170.1. 
x4.ſucktin, p. 197.1, 4. fales, p.179. 1. 12. feare ro, 1, 
13. an inordinate, I, 16.fil your court, p. 181. 1.17. fa- 
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dos, p. 210.1. 10. been beaten by , p. x11, 1. 6. breath 
of, |. 10. eſtate, p.11z. 1.5. & to auoid, p.218.1. 2, 
court, p. 37. 1. 6.dueto, p. 247. |. 10. they vvere, p. 
248. 1.1, fomecuil, p,x8z.1.12.ro trie,p.161. |.z1.at 
court, p.u63.1.1.2 great, p. 280.1. 9 wil, p.287.1, 
22. jt beate, p.»91.1.41, not thruſt, p. 293. 1, 2, got 
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311.1. 14. rang of, p. 3z-.1.z2z.of S.Cailf! p, 325. 1.18, 

vovved, p.z31. 1.14. do vveeloue. p.3z40.1. 6. amazed, 
P: 342.1 3.I wel, 1.8.ſhal ſee none, p.z47. 1.3. he had, 
p.354.1.2:. noc __ p- 3;8. 1. 15:cailing them, p, 
362.1, 1.to amuſe, ].cz. pouderirg, p.363.l. ?; forks 
ilof, p. z70.1.18 hope ,p.z73.1.2z.cicanlynes, p, 
$79.1. 19. ſold, p, 395.1. 20, again, p. 41:1, 5, did her, 
I. 19. the vvorld, p. 414-).2.caitne, 1220, affau)t, p, 
416 |. 2. great, p.427..1.2, forget, p.429, 1, 13. tel 
them, p.430.1. 15. Ab, p.44%.1.1. gaue her, p. 444. 
I.xr. me to ſeethat al wy fc hath, &c, p, 445 1.14. ha- 
wing a, p. 449, 1 1x. fathers of, p.4 55.1. is his heatt, 
P- 463. 1. 13, Elzeari, p. 464.1, 3; Sanz virgines, 
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£22 many eminent vVertues 
PNW:th vuhich the purt- 
fied ſoules of this happy 
payre of Saintes Was illuſtrated, 
as alſo the apt conſequence of Wo 
: 3 - as 


ſuch choice Examples after my 
late Edition of the Holy Court , 
adrev me into this preſent prece,but 
moſt particularly, my ardent de- 
fire to ferue your Honours by this 
{ofarre an opportunity, Heer shall 

| you ſee pious retirement in the 
midſt of publique pompe , ſilent 

| contemplation in the noyce of 4 
Il pradtique life, and a holy emu- 
| | lation in conjugall amity , mu- 
tually to. out-vy one another in | 
goodneſſe, Such happy ſirifes be- | 
| ginWith Jealous intentions, pro= | 
ceed With tranquility of mind; | 
and are.crowWned With neuer fa. 
ding comforts, Elz,tar appeares 
| In , 


WO I —_—_—_ —_ —  ————— _ — 


F 


F 
| 
i 
't 


growes to be 4 ſaint inſenſibly, 


7 this Hiſtory , a Guardian in 
the chamber , a Counſellour in 
the cabinet, a Saldier in the field, 
and an E mbaſſadour in publique 
employments:; Al Which he man- 
pageth prudently and as Fishes 
in the Salt ſea , contradeth nat 
the incident brackishneſſe of the 
tumultuary Waues of Paſſion. He 


and then ſeemes to himſclfe the 
wnWorthyeſs of al men, When the 
pious hearts, and RE ly yoWes of 
the beſt haue already cannonized 
him veriue, In Sibilo aurz tenuis, 

' Whiſpereth ſoft ſoWnds Within his 
| ſoul Which the tongues of men 


articulate 


$ 


articulate into Wordes , and the 
Whole World lowWd Ecchoes pro- 
claymeth. T he application, and 
ſe of theſe Wo remarkeable li- 
ues, 7 [eaue to others, Who( though 
[ be ſilent )may in the greateſt part 
of each , read both your noble na- 
mes,not vnaptly charadtered. In 
the meane time it shal Wel enough 
become me(modeſtly) not to partt- 
culariſe ought , eythey in your ſel. 
wes , or your glorious Aunceſtors, 
amongſt vyhom in moſt things 
many Elzears may be deciphercd 
but thus zuſtly ( as I do ) in ſub- 
ſtance to offer the occaſion thereof, 


and With vowed Jeale ener As 
k nowled- 


knoWledging much obligation, to 
remaine the ready, 6&5 0bſequious 
ſeruant of your commands, 


Th. Hawkins. 
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The birth , and noble extraftion of the 
Count Saint E LZ EAR, 


CHAP; L 


HAT which maketh the 
4,A( Count. Elzear moſt emi- 
dQ ( ment, is not the nobilitie 
JÞ of his bloud , nor ſplendor 
of his aunceſtours,but the 


11laſtrious greatneſle of his perfe-, 


Rions. He ſeta higher Prince vpon the 
innocent 
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Count of Sabran. 9 
innocent milke of vertues , and graces 
(the daughters of heauen) which he by 
long draughts had {uck'd in, then the . 
bloud of his aunceſtours, how noble ſo 
euer. Verily thoſe, who are borne in 
gold and (carlet, ſeeme many times to 
be created the obiects of all euils. Yet 
muſt we affirme , when nobilitie afſo- 
Clateth with ſanctitie, & that the rayes 
both of the one,and other commixe to- 
gecther;the luſtre thereof is redoubled, 
and more ſparkleth inthe cyes of God, 
Angels, and men : but theſe are Phe- 
nixes , for full five hundred yeares the 
World produceth but one,and ſcarcely 
that. This happy coniunction in the 
perſon of bleſſed Elzear, graiiteth him 
many great priuiledges , both in the 
Annals of the Church,and in Eternity. 
Could my pen be inſpired with the 
ſame ſpirit , which animateth the life 
1 ofthis dinine Count , I might hope to 
| let the world ſee one of the moſt re- 
B mar = 


10 The life of $, Elzear, 
marqueable liues which for a very long 
time hath been in the Church of God. 


If I intended heere to draw his pe- . 


tigree, & to ſet forth his family I might 
make a,particular volume. Writing the 
life of a\Saint, who made litle account 
of earthly nobilitie , and onely valued 
heauenly,I wil not enlarge , to referre 
his aunceſtours, and all the names,and 
armes of families engrafted in his: I 
will tell you in grofle, that his houſe 


was allyed (as faith the Hiſtory) toIm- . 


| periall, Regall,and Princely _ of 
Europe. It hath had great Captainhes, 
as Mounſieur Stileon his great grand- 
Father , Mounſteur Elzear his grand- 
Father Count of Forcalquier, Anois, 
& other lands in the Coiity of Venilin, 
in Prouece,the alliance of Sabrans,the 
family of the Lords of Saut, Porcellet, 
& other great Lords of Provence, and 
Fraunce : But it is not my purpoſe to 

ſtay vpon theſe wordly greatneſles, 

- | His 
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Count of $ abran, It 
His father was Hermengaud of $a- 
bran Count of Arian , iſſued from a no- 
ble and auncient family of Prouence 
his Mother was Laudana D* Albes , or 
D* Aubes,daughter of the Lord Roque- 
martin who deſeructh for her incom- 
parable vertue to be ſurnamed the 
good Connteſſe, Verily ſo was $he, for 
thorough her excellent behaujour, 
her ſweet modeſtie , but aboue all by 
her ſingular pietie she wonne all the 
hearts of the whole world to loue, and 
admire her. Vertue hath this force by 
Its powerful attractiues , that 1t impe- 
riouſly ſwayeth ouer humane affectiss: 
Itis an Adamant whith draweth to it 
the moſt harsh, and obdurate hearts. 
Perhaps this great goodies was partly 
that which drew on her this bleſſin 
of heauen, to become the Mother of ſo 
good a Child , as Elzear. No ſooner 
had she conceiued this dmine Infant, 


but shelikewiſein her ſoule conceiued 


ÞB 2 a moſt 


12 | Thelife of S. Elzear 
a moſt ardent delire to chaunge her 
life, and ſeriouſly to addid her ſelfe to 
the {tudie of perfection. Whoſoeuer re- 
ceiueth into his ſtomack a litle of the 


roote of The flowerde Luce, hath ſo ſweet . 


a breath that the ſauoureth of the moſt 
fragrant odours of march-violets, & all 
his words are {ſweet and odoriterous. 

| This vertuous Counteſſe hauing in her 
chaſt womb conceiued this litle bodie, 
was ſo perfumed with the delicious ſa- 
uour of all vertues, that her Confeſfour 
wondring at this almoſt. miraculous 
chaunge,confidently faied, that ſhould 
this Woman liuve, {he would be a mir- 
rour of moſt eminent pertection, or els 
haue a child'to be one day a great, and 
glorious light in the Church of God. 
Theſe two Prophecies were moſt true, 
and very ſoone accompliſhed. Angell- 
Guardians have many times inſpired 
the Mothers of Saints with imagina- 
tions, which were the Oracles of their 
lives 


_ 
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Count of Sabran. 13 


ſjues, &the horoſcopes of Paradiſe.The 
mother of S. Dominique dreamed she 
was deliuered of a litle dog, who bare 
a burning torch in his mouth. The mo- 
ther of S. Bernard confidetly thought, ' 
She was big with a dog , who lowdly 
barked,& tor shame hid her felt, when 
Shefelt the throwes of child-beartg. A- 
nother ſay in ſleep, that al her bowels 
were caryed into heauen, and there 
chaunged into a bright ſun. The good 
Connteſse had a thouſand cogitatios in. 
her ſoule, whilſt ſhe bare this holy In- 
fant in her belly ; yea she bare him as 
a Treaſure hidden , and as a precious 
relique , which ſhould one Yay be the 
bleſſing of the whole haute. 

The time of her child-bearing being 
arriued, she happilly was deliuered in 
the yeare 128 4.whilſt Philip the FJardy 
ſonne of our King holy S. Zewis raig- 
ned,& broughttforth a Babe which (to 
ſay truely ) ſeemedan Angel: It was in 
| the 


| _ 7% life of &, Elzear, 
the Caſtle of Robians incare Anſois, 
She played not the foolish mother, 
fondly pleaſing her ; ſelfe with athou- 
ſand demonſtrations of ioy , ſeing she 
had brought a man-child into the 
world; butdeſiring to offer himto God 
and heauen, and rather to be the mo- 
ther of an Angel then a mi, she tooke 
this litle creature into her armes, and 
with teares in her eyes, & with a voice 
ful of loue , made offer of him to God, 
ſaying; Lord God omnipotent, who 
witha powerful voicedraweſt al crea- 
tures out of nothing , and giueſt them 
their Being -I yeild thee a million of 
thanks , that thou haſt been pleaſed to 
afford me this child; Thou gaveſt him 

me;Behold I reſtore him thee,yea cor- 

dially,to thee who art the benigne Fa- 

ther both of the Mother , and Sanne, 

I hane but one moſt humble prayer to 

make to thee. Good God denie it not: 

I beſecch thee receiuc this litle infant 


bathed 


; 
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bathed with my teares, into the num- 
ber of thy ſeruants, and beſtow on him 
thy moſt holy benediction. But it Alas! 
thou foreſeeſt he will proue rebellious 
againſt thy divine Commaundments, 
I humbly beg with all the powers of 
my ſoule , thou cauſe him to die ſo 
ſoone as his ſoule is purifycd in the in- 
nocent waters of holy baptiſme ; Fa- 
ther had I behold him without any vi- 


; Etorious palme in his hands , or any 


merit, to die to the world and liue in 
heauen , thento ſee him, guilty of ſpi- 
ritual treaſon, leading a miſerable life 
inthe midſt of the mires of this world, 
caytiue and teplenished with a thov=- 


| ſand calamities. Al the world wept 
| for joy hearing this good Woman fo 


| to ſpeake from the bottome of her 
| heart, and to conſecrate her eldeſt 
| ſonne with ſo much feruour , to the 


; 
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ſeruice of God. Our Lord received this 


Holocauſt in the odour of {weetnes, 
and 


16 The life of $, Elzzav; 
& bleſſed the mother, and child,with 
ample benediCctions, 

This Babe was ſolemnly baptiſed, 
and on the holy font of baptiſme na- 
med Elzear.Gpod people of that Time 
named him, the Lord, Saint Aulzias. 


ER EEEE EEE 
Of hu tender child-hood, and hu firſt 


pradtiſe of vertue, 


4 %. 
4, 


= THAT 


ERCY, and all vertues 
EIN ſeemed tobethbe nurſes of 
a [> this holy Infant; ſcarcely 
NY was he borne, but that he 
bir ſoone shewed an incredi- 
ble care of the poore. Being in the 
armes of his goucrneſles, it he mett 
any miſerable begger , he caſt of his 
eies vpon him with pretty ontges 
u 
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Count of Sabran. 17 
full of loue and compaſhon , then he 
ſet himſelfe to moaue and cry {o bit- 
terly , that to ſtill him they were faine 
to runne haſtily to the Caſtle , and 
bring almes for thy poore, and behold 
he was inſtantly appealed, To that the 
nurſes having obſerued this inſtint 
had their pockets perpetually a furnis- 
hed with bread and money to giueto 
the poore, or otherwite neuer would 
the child ceaſe to torment them : but 
being now growne bigger all hecould 
lay hands on , he diſtributed to the 
Poore, and when he was able to do ſo 
much as to bring along with him ſome 
title child, of ſuch as begged for their 
living , he cauſed them to dine at his 
table, and well entertained them, and 
himſelfe for the pleaſure he tooke the- 
rein, andtoencourage them, fed with 
a good appetite. He was delighted to 
play with his companious , but it was 
to endeuour to winne ſomewhat, and 
inſtantly 
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inſtantly to giue it the poore, Well 
might he then ſay with Tob the great 
Eaſterne Prince ; Mercy, and I bee by 
one wenter , and we are brother and ſiſter 
Twinnes , we were rocked in the ſame cra- 
dle, fedwith the ſame milke, nor ever haue 
we lived one without the other. God the 
Creatour by thele petty trials of In- 
fantine vertues, many times sheweth, 
to how high a degree of perte&ion he 
willraiſe ſome of his greateſt ſeruants, 
Too by the beautie of the dawuing we 
iudge of the brightnes of the morning 
and the noonetide; So by the bud we 
makean eſtimate of the roſe; and ſo by 
the firſt draughts of an excellent Pain- 
ter we iudge of the perfection of his di- 
uine world; when he {hal have height- 
ned , and ſhadowed his piece, and 
touched it with the laſt ſtrokes of his 
pencill which turnethart into Nature. 
This louely Infant was all the loue of 
his parents , and of all the world z He 
was 
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Count of Sabran. 19 
was beautiful as an Angel , of colour 
lively , & vermilion ; His cheeke fee- 
med a roſe fallen into milke,his{peach 
ſweet, and graue his actions ſerious 
beyond his age; yet ioyous , and plea- 
ſing ; he was truly obedient to his go- 
uernour , ful of dutie towards his pa- 
rents, addicted to deuotion. He ſayed 
his litle Beades with ſo good a grace, 
that he imprinted deuotion in ſuch as 
beheld him to do ſo wel in fo tender 
youth. This litle youth daily on his 
knees ſayd our Ladies office , and the 
office of the dead befids his other lef- 
ſer deuotions , and moiſtned al with 
his innocent teares. William of Sabran 
his Vncle by his Father fide , was Ab- 
bot of Saint Vitor in Marſeilles; This 
child was delivered to him to be 1n- 
ſtructed , and diſpoſed to vertue. Can 
you imagine how this litle child in a 
very Short time ſo far aduanced to- 
wards perfeQtion , and was preuented 


by 
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by ſo many fauours from God, that the 
good father ( who had been apointed 
his Inſtructour ) was rapt with admira- 
tion to behold his deportmets ? Aboue 
2], one time that the litle Count asked 
him in what part of the world were 
Martyrs made? Sonne ( ſaid he ) why 
do you aske me this queſtion ? Becauſe 
I should much delire to be caried into 
that countrey (ſaid he) that I may hope 
to have the glorie of Martyrdome:For 
Alas ! If Teſus-Chriſt powred out al his 
precious bloud for vs , why should we 
not shed ours for his ſeruice ? Theſe 
words sake very deep into the heart of 
the good religious ma, who drew a ho- 
ly cofuſion out of them & made vie of 
them al his life time , as of a ſpur to 
prick him on to religious pertection? 
pondering in his mind , that this child 
had diſapproued therule,which faieth, 
the Diſciple should not excel! his MaiSter. 
Now imagine with yourſelfe the other 


perte- 
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Count of Sabtan. 2t 
perfeQions he acquired in this ſchoole 
of vertues , ſince he ſo early aymed at 
the deſire of Martirdome, which is the 
higheſt point of charitie, the Queen 
of Vertues. The ſeruants belonging 
to the Abbey, a wicked rabble, vtte- 
red a thouſand impurities to corrupt 
this poore innocent 3 all their words 
were nothing but ſcurrilitie, day and 
night theſe wicked creatures belieged 
this impolluted lamb, defiring to ſtcale 
from him the precious treaſure of his 
virginitie, but with , a maſculine and 
heroique courage , he appoled theſe 
lewd ſeruante, propoſing to himſelfe, 
by Gods grace , rather to die ten thou- 
ſand deaths, then euer to conſent to 
mortal ſinne. Hauing ouercome this 
inſolent crew of ſeruants he diſpoſed 
himſelfe to tame his owne flesh, ( that 
familiar deuill of our foules ) which 
he brauely reliſted. Being about 
twelucyeares of age he faſted the Lent, 
with 


22 The life of S$, Elzear, 
with much rigour, & what ſoeuer could 
be ſaied to him to diuert him from it, 
yet was he inuincible, and inexorable. 
When he felt ſome rebcllion, he pal- 
ſed much farther , tor ſecretly he girt 
his delicate bodie with a rough Cord 
full of knots, and armed with sharpe 
pricks, he wounded this flesh , shed 
much bloud , and the matter had gone 
on further had it not bee , they read in 
his meager and difcolourcd face, that 
there was ſome thing ſucceded not 
well with him in this act. 

The holy Crueltie was diſcouered, 
wherewith this tender youth morty- 
fyed his bodie ; A thing which much 
aſtonished the Abbot , & all his Mon- 
kes , who vpon one {ide sharply chid 
him, calling him Jitle murderer of his 
owne life , but were on the other {ide 
wholy confounded , ſeing this litle 
Lord, shewed them their leſſon by 
viing himlelfe in this manner. The 


holy 


Count of Sabran. 23 
holy Ghoſt takes pleaſure to trace in 
theſe Infitine ſoules the firſt draughts 
of the great ſanctitie , which he with 
time will characterize on their liues, 
and will that from the bud we prelage 
the great beautie of the roſe, &floyer 
of their ſanCtitie, 


Of his Uirginall mariage , and 


great Puritie, 


CHaAk iS 


* HE moſtilluſtrious Char- 
les the ſecond King of 
Hieruſalem , and Sicily, 
F being at Marceilles, would 
have Elxear marie, whom 
he called his Nephew. The wilt of 
Kings are oracles, and their dzfires 
commands. The child was not aboue 
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ten yeares oldz Yet was he madein his 

preſence to affie Delphina, or Dauphina, 

of Puy-Michel , daughter of the Lord 

Puy-Michel in Prouence a young 
maide, chaſt as a doue, and of a ver- 
tue ſuteable to Elzears. Thele poore 
1unocence ſuffered themlelues to be 

tyed like two filly Doues, and trem- 
bled before thoſe great Princes 3 they 
gaue each other hand, word , and pro- 
miſe to enter marie , when they were 
of age. The defignes of God and men 
are very different in their aymes. The 
Princes hoped from this mariage to 
behold a flourishing poſteritie of 
Counts of Sabran., God will cauſe 
from theceto ariſe a world of vertues, 
lJillyes, Roſes , and miracles , which 
Shall be admirable, and inimitable for 
al the world. Fower yeares after the be- 
troathing, they were maried on S,.A- 
gathas day,in a place called Puis Michel. 
The joy of thee two great and power- 


full 
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ful families can notbe recounted. The 
feaſts,Bals,and al the Entertainments. 
In thele occations the moſt exorbitant; 
are the braueſt men. Al is at libertie, 
and you would ſay theſe are triumphs 
for thedeath of modeſtie, which is or- 
dinarily loſt in theſe folemnities. Al 
the world floated in pleaſure , our ma- 
ried Couple only excepted, who reuo]- 
ued in their ſoules , Thoughts, Alas ! 
far different from common apprehen- 
ſion. They kept their hearts fo cloſe 
that it is not to be expreſſed, Yet they 
did ſet a good face vpon it, whilſt the 
feaſt laſted, and with a faigned mirth 
(at leaſt as wel as they could )diſguized 
the preſſure which tormented their 
hearts. The new maried Couple were 
led along to the caſtle of Anſois to put 
the in houſe together. When al the ce- 
remonies were ended , and al the 
vexing noiſe of thoſe troubleſome 
Freind-Foes was finished . they were 


C left 
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left al alone together in a chamber, 
At which time the Innocent Delphina 
moyſtned her Angelical face with 
'two riuers of aboundant teares , fetch4 
ing oneafter an other adouzen of thick 
ſobs from the bottome of her heart, 
& proſtrated on both her knees betore 
her husband spake theſe words( Sir ) 
by the extreame violece of my parents, 
I am here. I have conſented to this ma- 
riage by meere force : A filly Maide 
( God wot )durit not contradict her 
parets,who hold daggers at the throtes 
1 of their poore children. I more eſteeme 
if death then loue, and a Tomb then the 
i, nuptial bed.I haue conſecrated my vir- 
ginitie to I ESVS-CHRIST, I will 
Either die, or keep my promiſe. Ma- 
riage is for men, Virginitie for Aq- 
gels: I am reſolued to be one of them 
with the hazard of a thouſand deaths; 
Take heed you attempt not on that, 
which is vowed to God, Rather con- 
ſecra- 
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ſecrate your ſelfe thereunto. Ah ! hap- 
py mariage, if we might be both ma- 
ried, and Virgins together ! This {igh 
opened her heart, and the heart wide- 
opened; powred forth ſo many teares 
by the eies , that it tooke away her 
ſpeach. 

Eltear much amazed at this vnexpe- 
ted (peach, and feeling his heart tra(- 
fixed with theſe diſcourſes watered 
with ſo many teares , was enforced to 
mingle his teares with thoſe of his 
chaſt Spouſe. God gaue him lo ſtrong 
touches that he yielded to him, and, 
his deareſt Delphina , well pleaſed to 
preſerue chaſtitie ; For to faie truly it 
was the tendreit of his deſires. The 
holy Maide feing her ſelfe victorious, 
ſpent the whole night in great conſfo- 
| lations , powring outa deluge of tea- 
| res at pleaſure, a thouſand prayers bro- 
ken with a million of ſighes and ſweet 
extaſt2s , recommending the facred 


od Lilly 
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Lilly of their Virginity to good I Esvs. 
The enſuing nights ( ſo ſoone as they 
withdrew )she paſſed in a thouiznd 
diſcourſes of heauen with her deare 
Elxear, tranſporting, his mind from 
Earth to heauen, and diverting him 
from any other thought. Do you not 
imagine, when you behold this young 
maried Couple that you lee S. Cecily, 
and her ſpouſe Tiburtius; $. Alexis and 
his deare wite holy Pulcheria with the 
Emperour, her Lord and huſband, or 
two doues, or Diamonds or rather 
two Seraphins on the Earth and two 
Innocens in the midſt of a furnace, not 
being burnt at al 2 When thele wicked 
Courtiers tempted this young Count, 
deſirous to debauſh him, for tul Apo-" 
logy he faied; You well know I have 
one of the moſt beautiful wiues at this 
day in the world, with whom I am 
molt abonndantly ſatistyed; what {hal 
] then do with theſe polithed pieces 
With 
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with which you ſo impertinently vex 
me? Conſtancie furmounteththe inſo- 
lencie of thele enill Court-fpirits, 
which with ſo many outragious impor- 
tunities though toruine the inuiolable 
treaſure of his chaſtitie. The Salaman-+ 
der long reſiſteth the fire ; but in the 
end her Ice is heated , is drop by drop 
diflolued, and ſhe her ſelfe is turned 
into flames. Elzear a true Salamander, 
and a true Phenix congealeth among 
theſe Coales of the Court, and his 
heart is a Diamond totally invincible, 
neuer to be mollifyed, 
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Of the great lights from heauen , and 


the holy aſſaults Cod gaue to hu ſoulg, 


CHAP. III. 


V ELL mayyou thinke, 
d when God was pleaſed to 
BY put this young Lord into 
{o hazardous an eſtate, as 
a royal Salamander into 
the midſt of burning flames it was fit 
he likewiſe fortifie his heart with ar- 
mes from heauen of a ſpecial temper, 


anda laſting proofe. The fifteenth ye - 


are of his age onthe Eue of the .Afum- 
ption of our Lady being at Matins over 
night; He felt a great defire in himſelf 
that he might accompany his deare & 
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holy Miſtreſſe , who mounted vp to 
heauen, at leaſt in ſpirit, shooting his 
heart, and feruours of loue aboue the 
vaults of heauen. He for this intention 
confeſſed, and communicated with 
much affection,and at dinner ſitting at 
the Table with his Vncle the .Abbet ſ0- 
dainly felt his heart aflayled with ſo 
ardent a violence of the Loue of God, 
that his breaſt ſeemed wholy enflamed 
with a great firc. This flame flew pre- 
ſently into his face, he became al fiery, 
and as red as ſcarlet, His heart and ap- 
petite fainted, and needs muſt they ha- 
ſtily lay him on his bed, thinking it a 
fit of a very sharp feauer, Verily ſo 
was it , but it was a feauer of the loue 
of God, and a divine acceſle of the ho] 

Ghoſt which came into this bleſſed 
{oule. The curtaines were drawne that 
taking reſt,theſe feruours might be 
quenched. In this ſacted filence he vn- 
tolded al the playtes of his ſoule, and 
oper 
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opening his whole heart, felt at Para: 
diſe to ſteale-into his bolome. O God 
what a holy tempeſt of ſobs ! what a 
happy ſtorme of {ighes vpon ſighes , & 
of waues vpon waues floating & rush- 
Ing one vponanother, and drenching 
his bleſſed ſoule with a thouſand , and 
a thouſand, yea many thouſand fauours 
trom heauen ! O what lights, illumi- 
nated his ſpirit, what ſweet extaſies, 
wherewith he ſeemed to die, and his 
heart to shiuer in pieces. He couered 
this comfort vnder the vayle of Sj- 
lence, and concealed it as much as 
he could, but that we know ſomething 
of it by his confefſifions. He ſaw (faith 
he)that al the earth was alitle thing, 8& 
that the whole globe was but as an A- 
tome compared to the immeElitie of al- 
mighty God. That our liues and Ages 
were but flying moments of Immortal- 
litie. He was ashamed to behold the 


abiectnes of things , of which men 
mad& 
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tnade ſo much, account, as to damne 
themſelues to enioy them. What are 
metals but earth enuenomed,inſ{ulphu- 
red, and accurled? 

What are Empires but clods of earth, 
which me,like Auts diuide into King- 
dome? What are honours but ſmoke, 
pleaſures but ordures , feaſts but 
ſlaughters, but murder , and meere 
lay-itals , & our tomacks but burying 
places for beaſts? Men, diuels, and 
wild monſters; our houſes, but church. 
yards, at leaſt hoſpitals, and true ſpit- 
tle houſes ? He clearely knew the ba- 
ſenes of Earthly greatnes,the ordinary 
precipices in the world, and eſpecially 
in the Courts of Princes where Vice 
walketh in triumph, dragging Vertues 
in chaynes like flaues ; He ſaw gulphs, 
wherin he had a thouſand times been 
in daunger to drench the honour of his 
chaſtitie, That the leaſt act done for 
God , was more precious then al the 
world, 
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world. Finally hedrewtwo maine cons 
ſequences from al theſe verities z The 
ene, taat were he to be made monarch 
of two worlds, he would not daine ſo 
toaduice one ſtep forward towards it. 
The other, that he had rather die, then 
the flower of his virginitic should be 
polluted,or quayled inany kind. Theſe 
{weetneſſes are paſſed over,needs muſt 
he returne among Companie , but af- 
ter this viſitation of God , men {auou- 
red ſo it with him , and life was ſo dil- 
pleaſing tohim , that he a thouſand ti- 
mes was vpon the point to forſake al, 
and looſe himſelf in the holy horrors 
of amorous ſolitude. He breathed no- 
thing but hideous rocks, thickets of 


forreſts , and pleaſing hermitages; 


where heauen on every fide ſmileth, 
theaire is more pure then in Citties 
poiſoned witha thouſand vncleaneses; 
filence , Faſts, long contemplations, 
were his deareſt delights and moſt 
precious 
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precious deſires. But he in the meane 
time felt a ſtrong inſpiration, and he 
feemed to heare a voice from heauen, 
which ſaied ; Elzear my ſonne I am 
wel pleaſed to ſee thee in this ſweet 
deſpaire, to be abletoliue ſincerily in 
the world's impietie But courage 
{5ne, take Courage: I know thy Pen, > 
and what thou canſt doe : Confide in me, for 
T wil do al where in thou art vnable, and 
will ſupply al thy deſefts, This voice jn;- 
finitely comforted him and immedia- 
tely he put on a reſolution during life 
to preſerue Virginitie, though maried 
very young and rich. This Viſion ſo 
mortityed al his afte&tions, and deep 
buriedal deſire of worldly things, that 
neuer after loued this moſt vertuous 
Child any thing but God and his ſer- 
nice. Life and death were matters ſo 
indifFerent to him, that had he been 
put to his choice , he would neuer haue 


propendedto the one or other, wholy 
reftering 
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referring himſelfe to God. But coftra- 
rywiſe, the fire of al manner of Con- 
cupilcence was ſo throughly quench- 
ed, and the guift of chaſtitie ſo dee- 
ply characterized in his heart, that he 
teld no rebellion in his bodie, This 
which I tel you is very admirable, 
without precedent, and without te- 
meritie neither can, 'nor ought to be 
imitated by anie. | 

He and his wife lay in one ſelf ſame 
chamber, yea commonly in the ſame 
bed : but he hath confeſſed,the more he 
approached to this chaſt Doue, the 
more he felt him-ſelf diſpoſed to Vir- 
ginitie. He had no other fire, then this 
dinine Loue, al the reſtwas ſnow, Ice, 
and puritie. Re not amazed at this paſ- 
ſage of confidence, for IEsvs CHRIST 
often appeared on their pillow , inſpi- 
ring them with thoughts of heauen, 
and preſeruing them from any other 
Ccogitations, It is fayd the diamond 

| being 
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being placed between the Loadſtone 
and Iron, neuer approach one to ano 
ther, but looſe their attraction. 

I doe not belieue euery Diamond 
hath this power , butI am aſſured Ieſus 
Chriſt hath it , and that really , which is 
the cauſe we mult feare nothing , we 
being ſo well garded, and throughly 
aſſiſted. From thence it came that Del- 
phina neuer called him either husband 
or ſpouſe, but her Angel-guardian, the 
Father of her ſoule and vertues , the 
protecour of her V irginitie, and her 
Corps du garde : ſo likewiſe to ſay 
truly , he had an incomparable care of 
it, For if in the night time any illuſion 
wereſodaring astoaſlaile him in ſleep 
his heart neuer drozy , but perpetually 
inſentinel, reſiſted theſe imaginatiss, 
but with ſuch zeale, that he awake- 
ning ſtarted at it, & drewe them away. 
So much, did he abhorr, not onely the 
fire , but the leaſt ſmoke of Luſt , the 
mortal 
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mortal enemie of his chaſtitie. It 1s 
faied the {kin ofa lamb,cannat brooke 
the nejghþourhood eyther of the 
Wolfe, or his hide , and rather will fal 
in pieces , then ally with it. He was 
faine toabide with Robert Duke of Cala- 
bria,andwith the other Princes fonnes 
of Charles King of Sicily, who were at 
Aix. 

Good God what a Martyrdome it was 
to him to liue 1n the Court; For com- 
monly the aire there is {o noylome, 
that poore vertue vanisheth, nor can 
at al endure it. He heard a thouland 
diſcourſes which killed him; Tongues 
the moſt flaunderous are very often 
the moſt acceptable at Court; There, 
vice is vertue, and vertue , vice. A 
man muſt be wicked, or at leaſt pre- 
tend it , to be accounted a gallant, 
otherwiſe he is held a fot,a filly tellow, 
ora meere Monke. To forſweare me- 
nace, ſcoffc, blaſpheme, rurmur, play 
tac 
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the Whore maiſter, inſult, are the ſea» 
uen guitts of the Court ſpirit , much 
more gracious then the ſeauen guitts 
ofthe holy Ghoſt.Repreſent vnto your 
ſelfe the Torments of this poore lamb 
amongſt theſe rauenous Wolues,theſe 
Lyons, and Tygers. Al his retuge was 
to the night ,tor enioying the benefit 
of {ilence, he ſpent it in divine con« 
templations, in teares , and disburde« 
ning his heart by a hundred and a hun- 
dred fighes which he breathed towards 
heauen. He deceiued al the world , Fs 
ſingat midnight, & retiring by ſtealth 
into ſome corner a part, where heeuer 
found God, and the gates of heauen, 
| OpE. O God, what amorous colloquies! 
! What languiſhing complaints, to 


| behold himſelfe condemned toliue in 


$ the Purgatorie of Court”, and amongſt 
J theſediuel-courtiers,whovtter nought 

| butordure.Ona time being about mid- 
' night ynder a window quietly to _ 
hold 


40 Thelifeof S.Elzear, 
hold the heauens , he was taken in 2 
great extalie : He knew the Abiſle of 
Gods mercies, that he were a hundred 
fold damned , if the helpful hand of 
Gods infinite goodnes had not preſer- 
ved him from it, that there is not any 
ſlinne whzreinto Man is not precipita- 
ted,if God take not pittie of him; That 
Man is ſo poore athing, that he, and 
nothing are al one ; That this wret- 
ched life is nought but a miry bog of 
Calamities , and the ſub-vrbes of Hell; 
He ſaw, that his ſinnes which to him- 
ſelf ſeemed lo litle, were inthe eyes of 
God lo great that: his whole recourſe 
was toa proſtrate humilitie before his 
diuine Maieſtie,and a total re{tgnation 
to his moſt gracious providence. In 
the meane time two fountaines of tea- 
res diſtilled from his eyes, ere he was 
aware; ſo much he was tranſported. 
God comforted his poore ſeruant , and 
gaue him leaue to heare this voice 
trom 
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from heauen. Elzear, Elzear,torment 
not thy ſelfe ſo much vpon the con- 
ſideration of thy f{innes , nor plundge 
thy ſelfe in this gulph. My bountie 
(deare Sone) is inflaitely much grea- 
ter then thy ſinnes; {weare vnto thee 
I never wil fuffer thee tofal out of m 

fauour. It was wel for him that he at 
the ſame inſtant was tranſported, and 
out of himſelfe, or otherwite he had 
run the hazard to die with content- 
ment,hearing this promiſe of ſo inef- 
fable conſolation , and the wiſh of 
Saints,to wit, to be aſſured neuer to 
loole Gods grace. Yet wholy becom- 
ming extatique, he began to crie out, 
O what aboiidance!O goodnes!/Good- 
nes of my God, Alas ! How litle art 
thou knowne. Ay me, would to God 
I might with the hazard of my life fo 
preuaile that al men might know as 
clearely , and loue as ardently this 
inexhbaultible Oczan of mercie, and 
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this furnace of boundles charitie, 
Heauen, and Earth ! but who am I 
that God ſhould vouchſafe to thinke 
on me, and caſt his diuine eyes,on a 
wretched: worme of putrid Earth ? 
Amongſt theſe eiaculations behold 
him againe in an extalie, and obſerue 
what he ſaw. 

A goodly meadow couered ouer 
witha verdure infinitely,and delight- 
fully freſh; diuerſityed with a thou- 
ſand millions of moſt odoriterous 
flowers, enterlaced with a chriſtalline 
ſtreame which crept al along this de- 
licious leuel. 

In the midſt ſtood a Church very 
ſpacious and beautiful, the meaneſt 
thing therein was the mocks. the Ju- 
ſtre of gold, an the draughts of Aſure, 
and vermillion; Inthe mil was the 
high Aultar al glittering with gold & 
precious ſtones, There was a very ve- 
nerable man, Papally veſted in Ponti- 


ficalibus 
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ficalibus ready to ſay Maſſe, waited on 
by a Clergy al clothed in tiſſued ſatin, 
and veſtments extraordinary ſump- 
tuous, an infinite number of people 
were preſent at this ſolemne Maſle, a 
Quire of mulick, or rather Choriſters 
ot Heauen, & of the holy Chappel of 
Paraditle were ranked round about the 
pulpit, and the Eagle. Inſtantly they 
thundred out the Introit of the Maſſe 
with a harmonie able to kil , or rather 
indeed to raiſe the dead. The.words 
were theſe Nos autem ploriari oportet in 
Cruce Domini noftri TESV-CHR1sSTI, 
&c. ( For the Maſle of the Invention 
of the Croſle was faied ;) & they pro- 
ceeded through out the Maſſe with 
ſuch a tone , to wit , al one as in 
Paradiſe, with vnſpeakeable ſweet- 
nes. He bcheld the people tran{por- 
ted with deuotion , and it ſeemed 
to him he ſaw in tne hearts of this 
D 2 com- 
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companie al the dolorous and bloudy 
miſteryes of the moſt bitter wet 6 
of Teſus Christ to be renewed, and to 
the life repreſented. In the mcane 
time his two eyes guſhed out teares 
like two ſtreames, powring forth a 
deluge of vaſpeakeable delights; The 
he felt al- the myſteries of the amo- 
rous paſſion of Teſus Chris? to be en- 
grauen in the moſt ſenſible” part of : 
his heart; a thing ſo wel imprinted in ; 
L 


his ſoule, that he neuer forgat this fa- 
uvour whilſt he lived. Al his pleaſure 
was to ſpeake of the paſhon, and to | 
ſuffer ſomething , to imitate his Mai- } 
ter. He became an vnthaken rock,not 
moued at al either for ſcoffs of the 
Court, for calumnies, or any thing 
which happened hov ſharpe {ocuer | 
it were, and to any other , but himſelf | 
inſupportable- He loued both his ene- | 
mies, and the enuious, and al his de- 
light was to thinke with himlſelfe 
that : 
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that in the end our Sauiour would 
exalt his ſighes and do him the ho- 
nourto mediate the Palme of Martyr- 
dome for him, that he might render 
him bodie for bodie, bloud for bloud, 
and {ife for lite. This viſion continued 
til breake of day ; in ſuch fort that 
their Highneſles Phiſitian going to 
bid the young Princes good morrow 
as he walked along, ſaw Elxear, at the 
window ; He went and ſaluted himz 
Eltear ſpake not a word; The other 
replieth; He was ſtil filent. He pulled 


! him by the lap of his night-gowne: 


yet ſaied he nothing, The Phiſitian 


* amazed, cried out ſo lowd, that he 


came to himſelf. At which time the 
young Lord fetching three deep f1ghes 
from the bottome of his heart, 4b; 


ſweet TESVS (ſaid he) and where am 1 ? 


The Phiſitian ſeing him al-bedewed 
with teares, affiſted him, and led him 


into his chamber. It 1s very likely he 
Contu- 
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coniured himto ſay nothing , & frein- 
dly to keep this ſecret concealed.”But 
( good God) what tales were made 
of it at Court , and what torment muſt 
this poore Count ſuffer , who was a 
much better Courtier of heauen , then 
earth, In the end al was knowne by 
the Confeſſor ; for he opened vnto 
him al the corners of his heart , and 
tearing to be deceiued told him both 
the good and Euil which paſled in his 
ſoule, that he might be inſtructed , & 
not ſtand expoſed to illuſions , wel 
knowing the euil ſpirit is often trans- 
formed intoan Angel,and very often 
deceiueth thoſe who confide inthem- 
ſelues, 
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Notable Maximes for the praiſe of 
vertwe whichS. Elzearlearnt 
from Cod. 


CHnak: 


[OI OD who had ſeledted 


# 8 this faire ſoule to comu- 
7 nicate his fauour vnto, 
finding himveryfaithful, 
” one after an other affor- 
dedhim many lights from heauen, & 
enkindled inhis breaſt a thouſand & 
thouſand flames of true charity :many 

times he ſpent whole nights in collo- 
quyes with God; ſometimes he was 
found al bathed in teares, ſometime 
his face radiant like the ſun, and di- 
ſipating thedarknes of night with the 
rayes of his viſage: but he made not ſo 

much account of theſe fauours of vi- 

| fions 
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ſions, and high contemplations, as of 
the practiſe of moſt ſolid yertues; He 
therefore ſaied. 

i. That when a heart hath once ta(- 
ted the ineffable bountie of God, and 
the greatnes of eternal life, it was im- 
poſlible to loue any thing, but God. 

2. That it is not to be imagined, how 
much God delireth to do vs good, 
when he findeth hearts wel diſpoſed, 
and which wil be loyal to him: But 
(out alas.) ſome, litle or nothing re- 
gard God; Others (verily) receiue his 
tauours,but Thieues as they are,They 
ſteale glorie from God, and become 
very infolent and proud. 

3. It is prodigious , that men ſhould 
belieue what they belieue and liue as 
they liuez a beliete wholy diuine, and 
a life meerely brutiſh, Thinke you, 
mortals belieue and Eternitie either 
of good or euil,fince for one momen- 
tary pleaſure they forſake God , and 
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deuote themſelues to the diuel by 
their exorbitant lives? The tongue of 
an Ange], Hand of a Harpy,Hart of a 
Dragon,what a hideous monſter is it? 

4.Good God;laied he,what an inex- 
cuſeable wrong do we to the goodnes 
of our Sauiour , who ſo much ſeeketh 


| to dovs good , & findethalmoſt none, 


thatwilentertaine it. Heaskes but two 
things of vs, to wit, puritie of heart, 
and an humble ſoule., 

5. The more ſolid knowledge a man 
hath of God.;the lefle can he dilcourſe 
of his immortal greatnes. There is 
neither word can teach it,nor creature 
vnder heauen,to which it may be come» 
pared ,al creatures are of ſo {light a 
value, that one is ashamed of their 
wretchednes, when God is throughly 
looked on. Alas!S.Payl coming from 
heauen had very great reaſon when he 
ſayd there was neither tongue , hart, 


nor ſoule able to tel what he had (een. 
They 
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They who talke moſt of God,are ſuch 
as commonly leaſt loue him. Al their 
Vertnes vapoureth out in babble,and 
is exhaled in the ſmoke of Words. 
6.The true booke of perfection, is 
not ſublime contemplations of. the 
greatnes of God,of his Omnipottcie, 
of his ineffable maieſtie; that , more 
properly is the Obie of the bleſſed, 
and is matter of amuſement many ti- 
mes for idle ſpirits, But the true book 
of perfection,is the ſuffering of Teſus 
Chriſt, the pouertie of his Crib, the 
penurie of his life , the profound hu- 
militie, of his heart, the deſire to ſaue 
al the world , his bowels repleniſhed 
with charitie , his Obedience , his 
Death on the Croſſe, his invincible 
patience, his bloud powred forth to 
the laſt drop,his precious bodle giuen 
for food, and expoſed to a thouſand 
outrages, and a thouſand indignities. 
Can one belicue this, and thinke ſe- 
riouſly 


Count of Sabran. St 
riouſly of it, & after it offend ſo good 
a God, yea offend him mortally. Ah 
God graunt I die (ſaid hewithteares) 
dieathouſand deaths, yeadeaths moſt 
rigorous,rather then at any time com- 
mit one {ole mortal finne , againſt ſo 
good a God ? 

7. Nothing ſo much grieues my 
heart, as to fee the litle accotit wicked 
men make of the feruours of the loue 
of IESvs-CHRI1ST: Out Alas muſt 
we daily pierce a new his innocent 
heart, and open againe his bleeding 
wounds , and euery day nayle him to 
the Croſſe by our exorbitant , & truly 
infernal lives ? 

8. Agreat and moſt aſſured meanes 
of ſaluation is tobe a good ſeruant of 
the holy Mother of God, she hathan 
incredible power, and wil, to ſuccour 
vs, to the vtmoſt of her abilitie. That 
men are vtterly abandoned both of 
ſenſe and reaſon , who hauing the 
Power 
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power ſo eaſily abandoned both of 
ſenſe and reaſon , who hauing the 
power ſo eaſily to gaine Paradiſe, fo 
litle diſpoſe ys), as todo it. 


9, Humilitie; chaſtitie; obedience, 


and charitie are the foyer cardinal 
vertues of ſpiritual life, 

10. A true note to diſcerne ſoules, 
which aduice towards vertue, is when 
one no longer takes pleaſure in the 
world, and that al therein taſteth 11; 
for inthe ſame proportion as heauen 
is ſweet, the Earth becomes bitter, 
and troubleſome to vs. 

II. When of neceſſitie we muſt be 
among libertines,and euil companie, 
make prouiſion of Antidotes , and 
counterpoylons; Caſt into your heart 
ſome good thought, which you shall 
reuolue in your ſoule , whilſt others 
Play the fooles , make prouiſion of 
ſome praiers lively , short , and cor- 
dial, and dart them often towards 


heauen 
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I heauen. Suger the viands of feaſts 
! withalitle gal of the paſſion of Teſs 
* Chriſt; If you muſt daunce, put a litle 
orauel into your ſhooes, and ſome 
{mal pibles that, wil help you1n one 
and the ſame inſtant to fatishe both 
Godand the World. It you muſt be 
often in the companie of Women, 
arme your ſelfe with the corſelet of a 
good haire-shirt , at the leaſt of ſome 
rough girdte; which wil countergard 
your heart , and rebate the point of 
darts, which would otherwiſe transfix 
your ſoule. 

Now this Tong man ſpake, what he 
practiſed , and when during the day- 
time he had not meanes to do his du- 
tic, al the night he attended to God, 
and himſelfe , and might truly fay; 
night was the day of his deareſl delights, 


God 
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Cod reuealeth the greatnes of the 
holy Count's vertues. 


CHAP. VI. 


H x more Saints feeke to 
& conceale their pertectios 
SW vnder a cloude of true 
WE humilitie, the more God 
is pleaſed to make thele 
bright ſuns breake forth, & to expoſe 
them tothe admiration of the world. 
Garſenda Dalphant was one of his nur- 
ſes & gouerneſſes;a moſt noble Lady, 
and very chaſt , who had likewiſe in 
her husbands life , made a vow of cha- 
ſtitie with him. She was moſt emi- 
nent in vertue, & had often receiued 
the fauour from heauca to foretel 
things to come , and to haue many 
notabie 
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notable illuminations : As ſhe bred 
this young Count from his cradle , fo 
( to ſay truely ) she tendred him as 
her owne heart , or the apple of her 
eye. Which was the cauſe she oftenti- 
mes praied hartily to God for him. 
Once among the reſt vnfolding her 


| heartbefore God , and with ſcalding 
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teares praying for her deare ElFear, 
She hearda-shril voice proceed from 
the mouth of a Crucifix , which ſpake 


” in this manner, ( Daughter ) be not 


afflicted for this young man , whom 
thou with ſo much affe&tion recom- 
mendeſt to me, I Jouve him better 
then thou doſt , and haue appointed 
my owne Mother to be his Miſtreſle. 
Can hebe ina better hand, or may I 
{hew more care of his ſaluation, then, 
I haue done? The poore Woman was 
afraid, but it was a holy feare, hearing 
a Crucifix ſo to ſpeake. A while after 
recolleCting her ſelfe,and taking cou- 
rage 
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rage, sheſaied; (Sweet Leſus ) If this 
voice which I heare be an illuſton,(ut- 
fer not they poore ſeruants to be ſo 
deceiued. Alas) too well I know the 
frailtie of my ſexe; nor dol at al con- 
fide therein ! But I beg of thee , yea 
Vith al the affe&tions of my foule, if + 
it come from thee , thou ( Lord ) wilt % 
vouchlate to redoublethy tauours , & 
let me vnderſtand thy holy wil. The 
next day , then , being at Maſle , she | 
heard theſe expreſſe words , ( Daugh- ? 


ter) what I faied yeſterday , confi- Þ 


dently hold yndoubted, and as com- s 
ming from me: Effects shal ratifle my | 
promiſe, The vertuous Woman tru- # 
ſted not al this , wel enough knowing 
the craft of the wicked ſpirit , who 
oftentimes transformes himſelfe into 
an Angel. She went and fought out 
Elzears Confeſlor,and ſincerely rela- 
ted the matter to him;He{ goodman) 
mildly vrged his penitent , and ſpea- 
king 
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king with him of many things, in the 
end made him confeſle, that he had a 
filial and cordial confidence in the 
holy Mother of God, that the poore 
offerigs he could maketo God he did 

' itby the virginal hands of this Lady 

: of his heart; That the reaſon why he 

=> hadalmoſtnodiſtractios inhis praters 

} was, that before hebegan them he ac- 

” cuſtomed affectionately to addreſle 

himſelfe to the Queene of Angels, 

humbly beſeeching her to put into his 
| heart, that, which might be moſt ac- 
ceptableboth to her deare fonne, and 
her , and for this purpoſe ſaied one 

! Aue Maria to her, I wil not denie 
{ laied he ) Deare Father ) but that fs 
ſoone as it is fayd in that manner, I 
ſenſibly feele my heart(as it were)rai- 
ſedto heauen)} I ſee infinite matter of 
meditations and have my fpirit*ſo 
ſtrongly tiedto it , and ſo much com- 

| forted , that I do not thinke there is 

" ynder 
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vnder heauen any pleaſure compara- 
bleto it, I make account that being 
moſt vnworthy to preſent ought to 
the great God of heauen and Earth, I 


- cannot do better ( Wretch that I am) 


then to put that litle I do into the 
hands of the moſt worthy Mother of 
God. I find my ſelte ſo wel in fo 
doing , that it is wholy impoſſible to 
chaunge this courſe, & to make other 
addreſſes. So foone as I knock at this 
gate of heauen, it ſcemes to meal Pa- 
radiſe openeth,and on euery fide ſmi- 
les on me in honour of this Princeſſe 
of Seraphins , who deigneth to hum- 


ble her ſelfe ſo low as to refle& a fa- | 

vourable eye towards-me. They who | 
nearely obſerued the actions of this | 
holy Count ,ſaw , he with extraordi- # 
nary care prepared for al the Vigils 
of our Lady ; yex he. kept them with F 
great deuotion:: and himſelte percei- |} 
ved that the Saturday nights dedica- 


ted 
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ted to the holy Mother of God ,on 
the nights betweene the Vigils , and 
the feaſts, and on the daies of her fe- 
ſtiuals, he receiued extraordinary fa- 
uours , very great lights, and Vitits 
ful of happynes , and ſuperceleſtial 
comfort. 

The firſt, and ſtrongeſt viſion which 
totally chaunged his loule, and which 
killed the world in his heart, happe- 
ned vntohimon the very day of the 
Aſcumption of our Lady : when he talk- 
ed of her it wel appeared it was his 
heart diſcourſed , his eies delivered 
the reſt, & his mouth was that, which 
ſpake leaſt, If you would pleaſe him, 
you muſt talke of the Virgin Mary, 
teach him ſome manner of deuotion, 
and ſhew him the way how to yeild 
her ſome great, and acceptable ſer- 


AF uice: Behold his theife ambition, and 
moſt Precious delights, One day that 


Garſenda recome ade this her Nurſe- 
E 2 chil d 
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child to God, inthe chappel of S. Ca- 
tharine in the caſtle of Anſos; she had 
anadmirable viſion : She ſaw an arme 
iſſuing forth of a bright and tranſpa- 
rent cloude, and a hand holding a pre- 
cious ſtone in it, which caſt forth a 
lively luſtre , and moſt reſplendent 
raies, in ſuch ſort that the chappel 
ſeemed al on fire; a holy feare made 
her heart to tremble beholding ſo 
ſtraung a noueltie. Amongſt thoſe 
amazements she had recourle to God, 
fearing to be abuſed by ſome vaine 
illufon; Behold a voice breakes out 
of the cloude , ſpeaking alowd and 
clearely. This Diamond fo ſparkling 
is the Virginitic of Elzear, for whom 
thou now praieſt: He shal be one of 
the goodly lights of the world : But 
looke better on this ſtone , that thou 
maiſt know how beautiful, Elzear is 
before the eies of God : ſpeaking this 
the hand turned the ſtone; chewing 
it 
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it on al ſides , at which time ſuch 
aboundance of raies and lights came 
out of it,that the poore Woman being 
aſtonished, was forced to hold both 
her hands on her eies , vnable to en- 
dure the violence of theſe excefſiue 
flames, and this eminent beautie , ſo 
that lowdly crying out.O God (quoth 
She) what ſplendour, what beautie; 
Ay me, what admirable beautie. In 
the ſame inſtant God maniteſted the 
perfection of the holy Coſit to others 
of great ſanctitie; ( Mablina a noble 
Lady , anda Widow of much puritie, 
and a true Turtle ( who had extraor- 
dinary , and ſolid fauours from-God. 
Mablina , 1 ſay , one day ſaw a large 
feildal coucred ouer with ſweetneſle, 
and ſprinkled with a hundred thou- 
ſand lowers; There appearedayoung 
man beautiful as a Seraphin , shining 


. likea ſun clothed with cloth of gold 


and (iluer; He bare a rich ſtandard de- 
| painted 
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painted with golden flames , and fo 


radiant, that the ayre round about, . 


was therewith al on fire. He walked 
along witha flow pace, and a port ful 
of maieſtie; after tollowed an infinite 
number of perſons of al ages, {ex and 
qualitie. There you might ſee by 
towre, and fowrte litle innocents to 
march along attired al in white , at- 
tended by heauenly Damlels , beau- 
tiful as Archangels, clothed in white 
ſatin embrodered with liuely lowers: 
Then Widowes moſt chaſt and mo- 
deſt, al of them with palmes in hand? 
Laſtly men and women , Potentates, 
and Monarcks,Popes,and Cardinals;a 
million of people, one much fairer 
thenanother, and verily a man would 
haue thought Paradiſe had been deſc£- 
ded on Earth. He which euer beheld 
a Woman amazed , might looke vpon 
the chaſt Mablina , who tranſported 
with vnſpeakeable ioye could not be 


latisfyed 
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ſatisfied with beholding this moſt 
bleſſed companie, After she had ſeen, 
admired, and a hundred times reutew- 
ed firſt one, and then an other,and al- 
moſt dying with deſire to thruſt into 
the throng, she in the end faied, Alas} 
who wil tel me what theſe moſt happy 
ſoules are, and who is this young man 
al of gold, inthe front of this reſplen- 
dent companie of Paradiſe , God was 
Pleaſed with this {ight, and this acce- 
ptable ſuit , & cauſed a voice to ſound 

which cleauing the aire,faied( Daugh- 

ter ) thou ſeeſt here the Angelical ver- 
tue of Count Elxear, and the holynes 
of his life , whom al the world shal 

honour with immortal renowne, and 
whom a world of people shal endea- 

uour to imitate , or at leaſt piouſly 

admire; and with that al this diuine 
ſplendour was ecclipſed : Good God, 

what Toy opened the heart of this ver- 

tuous Lady , when $sne heard this 
VOICE 
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voice ! Almoſt in the ſame inſtant in 
an other manner is placed God to re- 
ueale theſe glories, to the venerable 
Father Fryer Philip of Rheggio, a reli- 
Sious man of the Order of $S. Francs, 
one of a life innocent, douelike , and 
very eminent through protoundnes 
of humilitie , and ſweetnes of diſpoſi- 
tion, He ſaw ina Hal al gilded , and 
regally adorned a Couch-bed glitte- 
ring with gold , & wrought with Em- 
broderie, there ſat the Count Elzear, 
and the holy Counteſſe Delphina his 
deare Wife, two oriental pearles , and 
| two ſtarres in the firmament of the 
Church. Between them both , appea- 
red Teſus Chriſt with a countenance 
wholy diuine , who beholding theſe 
two humane Angels , ſeemed to take 
ſingular contentment to be in the 
midſt of them, as a Sheapheard be- 
tween two meeke Lambs,as a Sun be- 
tween theſe two ſtarres , or likea lilly 
betwcen 
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between lillyes , which shal never 
wither, O if one could haue ſeentheir 
hearts, and heard the words which 
Teſus Christ breathed in them , the 
ſweetnes he powred into their fou- 
les, and the delights of their Virgini- 
nitie. Good God,w hat a viſion had he 
ſeen! O ſweet Extaſie. There is found 
a ſtone in the boſome of nature called 
the Amethyſt, which can endure no 
ſtaine ; It is invincible againſt Firez 
& is beautiful, though throwne amog 
flames,whilſt there it lieth, you would 
take it for a fire-Coale. Take it theEce, 
you find it more radiant then euer, 
and al one as if you had bathed it in 
the chriſtal ſtreame of a faire foun- 
taine. Theſe two virgins put into ma- 
riage-ſtate ( which is a furnace that 
conſumeth others ) gaue ſuch a ſplen- 
dor to the whitenes of their virginal 
puritie, that you find few ſuch in the 


*  boſome of the Church, Fire , which 


waſteth 
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 waſteth other, gaue life and luſtre to 
their moſt eminent vertue , which 
hath entertained heauen and Earth 
With admiration, 

I pray giue me leaue to add one 
thing , which at the firſt ſtartled the 
poore Garſenda, but in the end infini- 
tely comforted her. There was a fo- 
lemnecfeaſt kept, whereat Elzear, and 
Delphina(twotrue turtles) were presEt: 
The great entertainment being palt 
needs muſt they ( according to the cu- 
ſtome) al night > imagine with your 
{elf what pleaſure the hart of this An- 
eclical man tooke therein. Howſocuer 
:t muſt be, and of neceſſity the potion 
muſt be drunke : Garſenda of cuſtome 
vied to go and bid her young Maiſter, 
and young Ladie good morow , at this 
time ſhe went very late, ſuppoling it 
would notſo ſoone be day In their chak 
ber ſince they retired fo late, coming 
thither , and finding al ſhut, her hearc 

began, 
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began to quake , athouſand thoughts, 
© athouſand appreheſios paſſed through 
Z her mind: A ſmal matter tarmiſheth 
a chryſtal, and quite breakes it, alitle 
thing diſſolueth ſnow , which is refle- 
>} Qed onby the rayes of the ſun, and fo 
z eaſily withereth the role innocently 
Z blooming on the buſh that I muſt c6- 
feſſe I can not be angry with Garſen- 
da, ſeing ſhe had ſo iult a feare; ſhe 
obſerues, and lookes through the key 
hole to eſpy whither this yoig couple, 
were yet,ſolate,and fo contrary to 
their cuſtome in bed. O great fauour 
from heauen: O vnſpeakeable toy for 
poore Garſenda;ſhe beheld them both 
in their virginal bed faſt a-{leep, and 
being in their firſt and ſowndeſt ſleep 
they ſeemed two Cherubins placed 
vpon an Arche,which ſupportedatrue 
Angel of heauen : verily ſhe ſaw. a 
bright Angel who ſmiling,and behol- 


ding the witha gratious ey , held both 
his 
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his hands ouer their heads,ſhewing ts 


haue a great care to defend them, and | 


not to ſuffer one ſole thought to ariſe 
in their ſoules, ynworthy of their V ir- 
Sinity. This viſion vnlocked her heart, 
and wide opened it ! Ah ſayth ſhe, I 
cannot feare any longer, euil may be 
fal them whom I ſo wel loue, fince 
heauen hath had ſo particular a care of 
them and that their Angel-guardians 
preſerue them with ſuch, and ſo great 
Charity , as to hold the hand of their 
protection ouer their heads. But it is 
fit I tell you the cauſe why. they roſe 
ſolate,the trueth is they ſpent the reſt 
of the night in holy prayers, & tender 
colloquyes with God , bemoaning the 
time loſt in theſe feaſtes, and idle 
dauncings,which vadoubtely were tg 
them a meere Martyrdome and a kind 
of Purgatory, | 


The 
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W :otolactectecloclanledladeclacte 
* The Conernment of his Family , and 


the nevy Decalogue he gaue 
his houshold Seruants, 


CHAP. VII. 


9 23-SF>80Y HE vertue of Elxear 
[#} hath hitherto been in 


(92.9 minority, now when 
| ESRD he is twentie yeares 
Se: of age, we mult take 
REM him out of pupillage. 
His parEts could not 

line without him, and he aſpired to no, 
other greatnes, but to ſee himlſelte 
freed from a thouſand domeſtical,and 
very troubleſome captiuities , where- 
vnto he ſaw vertue enthrailed:parents 
by redoubled curioſities very often 


choke the vertue of their children, & 
like 


ASS 
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like , Apes by ouer-much dandling 
ther, ſtrangle them. This young Zord, 
ſo much importuned his parents that 
Iri the end they permitted him to vi- 
ſit the houſes of his wite, there to pre- 
parea new forme of houle keeping in 
his owne manner. He made choice of 
Puits-Michel, to refhide in, and being a 
good Sone of a family,became a braue 
father of a family. The lage-lots of the 
world beliecue vertue is meer Hypocri- 
1y,&that deuout foules,are altogether 
lazy,8& nothing aptfor employments: 
They thinke they know nothing 
but torfay their beades, and to make 
a lowd noiſe with Kyrie Eleyſons, 
and petty ſuffrages , and that other- 
wiſe there is not any thing ſo doltiſh 
or ſilly as theſe exteriourly pious,who 
heare two Maſſes a day, & ſuffer them- 
felues to be gulled,like mcere Buffles, 
But he js very fooliſh, who entertai- 


nes this beleife; For it is vadoubted, 
{olid 
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ſolid Vertue is of it ſelfe alone able to 
$ do bulines , and to diſpatch it wel. It 
alone taught Moyſes to be Lieutenant, 
General of the armies of God the 
Creatour; Toſue, to be aCamp-Mailter; 
David to be a broue Captaine,the Ma- 
chabees to be inuincible ſoldiers ; It 
= taught Abraham, Iſaac, and Tacob, to 
&' be good houſkeepers, and excellent 
Fathers of familyes; For Iacob out of 
nothing , and by his owne induſtrie 
made his houſe very rich. Y ou inſtant- 
ly ſhal behold Elxzear, order his new 
family ſo happily,thart it (hal be a pat- 
terne for others. Firſt he framed a new 
Decalogue, which he deljuered to his 
houſhold ſeruants , commaunding it 
{hould be obſerued, and that inuiola- 
bly. Sce what it is, 

1. Al my people ſhal daily heare 
Maſle, & neuer faile , what bulines fo 
euer they haue. If God be wel ſcrued 
in my houſc,I can not feace any thing 
Wil be wanting. 2 Let 


e 
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| 2. Let none be {o hardie, as to date 
in my houſe, either to {weare or blaſ- 
pheme the holy name of God, or his 
bleſſed Mother ; nor to for (weare, or 
glue himſelf to the diuel; For the leaſt 
may happen to this miſerable man, is 
that I wil moſt ſeverely chaſtice him, 
and then ſhamefully turne him away; 
Can I hope that God wil powre his 
heauenly benedictions on my houle,if 
it be filled with ſuch ſ{cummy people, 
who at eucrie word vow themlelues to 
al the diuels, or who take God by the 
feet and head, making our hayre ſtand 
on end with horrour. Likewiſe can I 
endure thoſe ſtinking mouths , which 
inceſſantly belch forth a thouſand im- 
purities, and words ſo fowle not pol- 
ſibly to be tolerated. The rudde rabble 
of Lackeys infeceth houſes , and poi- 
ſoneth the ſoules of ſuch as haue one 

dram of yertue in them. 
Yet muſt 1 let you ee the ſweet ri- 
g Our 
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gour of this good Count, & acquaint 
you with the petty Iuſtice he excerci- 
zed ypon thole domeſtique offenders; 
For to go by degrees, for the firſt time 
that any of his people were accuſed to 
him, &that he cofeſſed he had ſworne 
ſodainly or blaſphemed againſt the 
name of God through impatience, he 
impriſoned him in ſome cloſe cham- 
ber of his Caſtle, and there made him 
faſt, ſowndly giuing him nought but 
cold water, & hard bread but the party 
muſt take heede he dallyed not with 
his patience, for it heſaw him, too of- 
ten to returne to it he turned him 
away , and baniſhed ſuch baſe rabble 
from his houſe as vaworthy there of, 
One would fay he had no anger , but 
ofa lambe , or a doue: where the ho- 
nor of God was touched.Elzear made 
no difference of perſons., and needs 
muſt one reſo]ue , neuer to erre obſtt- 
nately, or breake with him, 
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